
A 

BRIE F O U TUNE 

OF TJUE 

EXISTING SYSTEM 

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 



* 




, •• »'■ 


tu 


^.eo\%o3 

k**#t'rT A'TlC 
CO^SVLi^ u \ 


brief outline 


3 




OF THE 


EXISTING SYSTEM 




THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA; 


TO WHICH IS ANNEXED 


A TABULAR STATEMENT 

OF 

t 

LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS 

# \ , 

FROM 1773 TO 1826 . 


BY 


ALEXANDER ANNAND, A.B., 

OF LINCOLN's-INN ; I.ATK OF JKStoS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 


LONDON: 

SAUNDERS AND BENNING, FLEET STREET. 


1832. 






3rf w 

A h 


5090 


Printed by 

J. l» COX <St r-ON> GlUtAT Q f V.KN 

London. 


ON 


THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

<$C- §c. 


Having found it necessary, in the course of an inquiry which I was pro¬ 
secuting*, to acquire some knowledge of the system under which the govern¬ 
ment of British India is administered, I was referred to the proceedings in 
Parliament, and to the Acts founded on those proceedings, as well as to various 
papers which have been printed by the East-India Company, as sources from 
whence I might derive the most full and satisfactory information. 

Such a variety of matter presented itself in those documents, that I felt dis- - 
mayed at entering- upon an investigation which would necessarily demand 
the devotion of so great a portion of time and labour, and that, v tbo, on a 
subject regarding which I had imbibed the general feeling, that what relates to 
India is too dry and uninteresting to merit much attention. To escape the 
infliction, I possessed myself of many of the publications printed within the 
last two years and during the parliamentary enquiry now in progress, in the 
hope.that I might find, in a compressed form, the matter of which I was in 
search ; but I discovered in those works so much party feeling, such strong 
prejudices in favour of some particular interest, while so limited a view was 
taken of the, leading question relating to the government of India, that I was 
constrained to follow tlie advice originally given me. • 

I have gone through the task; and great as the labour has been, I do not 
regret it. At each step of the inquiry fresh matter of interest arose. 

I traced with wonder and admiration the herculean efforts of a commercial 
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6 BRIEF OUTLINE OF 

body in establishing 1 the trade with India, and in supplanting or expelling 
their powerful European competitors who had preceded them in the field of 
enterprise. After acquiring an empire so vast and various in extent and 
population, the same body has been constituted, under Parliamentary regu¬ 
lation, the main instrument in conducting the anomalous, and yet singularly 
efficient system under which the affairs of India are administered. 

The sub ject forms a prominent feature in the history of our country, from 
the earliest period of the Company’s establishment under Elizabeth. 

The results present the surest guide for future legislation. The period has 
now arrived when that task will devolve upon Parliament. 

It is not my intention, even if I possessed the requisite qualifications, to 
enter upon a lengthened review of Indian history, or of our commerce with 
the East 5 the latter branch has been fully treated of in the official docu¬ 
ments and accounts before the public, in a manner which renders the per¬ 
formance of such a task at the present moment unnecessary. 

I propose, therefore, to trace in a simple, but connected form, the outline 
of the present system. I do so perfectly free from any bias in favour of par¬ 
ticular interests, but with an anxiety to maintain those principles which 
appear best calculated to promote the various interests involved in the great 
and general question. 

It is with these feelings that I venture to add my mite to the general mass 
of contributions on Indian subjects. 

The territorial possessions derived by the Company from the grant of 
the Dewanny in 176 . 5 , induced the Proprietors of East-India Stock, under 
the persuasion that they were entitled to participate in the supposed benefits 
which had accrued from the employment of their capital in making those 
acquisitions, to move and carry, in opposition to the Court of Directors, a 
resolution for an increase of their dividends. 

1'his measure led to the interference of Parliament, first, in restricting the 
dividend within certain limits; and secondly, after a lengthened inquiry, to 
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the introduction of the regulating act of 1773, by which a defined system was 
introduced for the government of our increasing empire, stability was given 
to the home authorities, and vigour and uniformity were attempted to be 
infused into the councils abroad. 

The Directors had been elected for one year only, but it was found that 1573. 

Directors. 

their continuance in office was so short, and so much time was taken up in 
their re-election, that they had neither leisure to form, nor time to execute, 
any permanent system for the general advantage of the Company. 

To remedy this defect, it was ordered that, instead of an election, as for¬ 
merly, of twenty-four Directors for the space of one year only, six Directors 
were to be chosen for four, six’ for three, six for two, and six for one year, 
after which the Directors were to he elected for four years. 

The necessity for this alteration, as the Company’s affairs became more com¬ 
plicated and extended, was too apparent to need much argument in its sup¬ 
port, and it may be fairly questioned whether experience does not authorize 
a belief that an election for a longer period than four years would greatly 
conduce to the advantage of the Company’s affairs. The object might be 
effected by providing that a Director, having served four years, should be 
eligible to be re-chosen at the ensuing election without being a year absent 
from the Direction. The duration of his seat in the Direction after four 
years would then, as now, be subject to the vote of his constituents ; and the 
means of his rejection would thus be preserved, should circumstances call for 
the exercise of such a power on the part of the Proprietors. Permanency 
in the leading counsels of the Executive body, calculated to produce con¬ 
sistency and uniformity, is most essential to the success of the important 
trusts committed to the Directors. 

Persons who have served the Company in India were not qualified for 
being chosen Directors until they had resided two years in England. 

This regulation, which still exists, arose from a belief that some of the 
principal servants of the Company abroad had acquired an undue influence 
in the Court of Directors; and that, in case of their having been guilty of any 
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1773. irregularities or improper conduct in India, they might be able to screen 

Directors. themselves from all enquiry by becoming members of that Court. 

The period of its enactment so immediately followed the gross malversa¬ 
tions with which it was supposed the service generally was justly chargeable, 
that it might then have been a measure of necessity ; but under the improved 
state of the service, both civil and military, as well as the more effec¬ 
tual and regular controui under which they are placed, it is calculated to 
deprive the home councils of the aid of talents and local knowledge of pass- 
• ing events in India. Instances are not wanting in which those advantages 

have been lost to the Directors by the operation of the legal impediments, 
followed either by the non-occurrence of a vacancy, or other circumstances, 
which have entirely precluded the party from obtaining the suffrages of the 
Proprietors. 

All collusive transfers of stock to qualify individuals to vote at the election 
of Directors were to be accounted null and void; the stock so transferred 
was to become the property of the party to whom it was transferred j and 
parties either transferring such stock or voting under false qualifications were 
liable to a penalty of £1,000. 

Proprietors of less than £1,000 stock were not qualified to vote for the 
election of Directors, nor other parties until possessed of their stock for the 
space of twelve calendar months. 

The history of the Company presents many glaring instances of collusion 
which called for the above-mentioned restrictions and limitations. Measures 
of vital importance, involving the honour and character of the Company, had 
been passed by the General Court, and carried on the spur of the moment, in 
direct opposition to the Court of Directors, and thus called forth the inter¬ 
ference and controui of Parliament in a manner which would have been 
avoided had the Proprietors manifested but common discretion in the 
management of their affairs. 

Governor General. In Bengal, a Governor-General and four Counsellors were appointed for 
the civil and military government of the Presidency, and of the territorial 
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acquisitions' and revenues of the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa; 
tlieir appointments were to continue for five years, and their powers were to 
commence from their landing at Fort William, or from the landing of any 
three of them. 

When any difference of opinion should arise, the point at issue was to be 
decided by the majority, and the Governor-General, or, in his absence, the 
eldest Counsellor, was to have the casting vote; they were to superintend 
and controul the governments of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, who 
were compelled to obey their orders ; and were neither to commence hosti¬ 
lities, declare war, nor to make peace, without their approbation, except 
in cases of necessity, or by orders from the Directors unknown to the 
Govern or-General and Council, who were to be immediately informed of 
the same. 

This measure appears to have been found necessary, to put an end to the 
confusion and disorder which prevailed, in consequence of the different Pre¬ 
sidencies being invested with the separate power of declaring war or making 
peace. 

The Governments of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen were to conform to 
the subsequent orders of the Governor-General and Council, and the Gover¬ 
nor-General and Council were to obey all orders from the Court of Directors, 
and to forward them information of all transactions worthy of notice that 
might from time to time fall under their observation. 

It was at this period the provision was first introduced, by which the acts 
of the Court of Directors relating to the revenues and government of India 
were made subject to the control of His Majesty’s government at home. 

It was provided “ That the Court of Directors should from time to time, 
and within fourteen days after the receipt of any letters or .advices, deliver 
in to the High Treasurer, or Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, a 
true and exact copy of such parts of the said letters and advices as should 
in any way relate to the management of the revenues of the East-India 
Company; and should in like manner deliver to one of His Majesty s 
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1773 . 
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principal Secretaries of State a true and exact copy of all such parts of the 
said letters and advices as should in any way relate to the civil and military 
affairs of the said Company.” 

From 1773, therefore, His Majesty’s government has been a party to the 
orders of the Court of Directors, having reference to the revenues or to the 
political and military government of India, 

The Directors were to supply all vacancies that might occur in the office 
of Governor-General and Council; and after the expiration of five years the 
nomination and removal of succeeding Governors-General, &e. was vested in 
the Court of Directors. 

One of the most important changes was the substitution of a Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Calcutta, in the room of the Mayor’s Court, which 
had existed from 1726. 

9 

His Majesty was empowered, by charter or letters-patent, to establish a 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal, which was to con¬ 
sist of a Chief Justice and three other Judges, who were to be Barristers of 
not less than five yearn’ standing, and to be named by the King. 

The Supreme Court was to appoint officers and to fix their salaries, with 
the approbation of the Governor-General in Council; to form rules of prac¬ 
tice, and to be a Court of Oyer and Terminer and of Goal Delivery for 
the town of Calcutta, for the factory of Fort William, and the subordinate 
factories. 

The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was to extend to all British subjects 
in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, under the protection of the Company, in all 
cases, either civil, criminal, ecclesiastical, or admiralty, except in regard to 
the Governor-General and Council (unless in crimes of treason or felony). 

The Court was likewise empowered to hear and determine suits between 
British subjects and natives, for contracts above 500 Tupees, provided it 
was agreed in such contracts to abide by its decision. 

The Governor-General, Council, and Judges were not to be subject to 
arrest. 
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Appeals from this Court were to be made to the King in Council. __' 

Thus were the English laws introduced into India, without any restriction 1 ® 
or modification whatever, to accommodate them to the customs and manners 
of the natives ; without any regard to the religious institutions of the coun¬ 
try, or to the native laws which had been handed down to them for ages, 
and without any latitude being allowed to the magistrate to relax or compress 
them according to the exigency of those circumstances. They were also to 
be administered by judges who were totally ignorant of the religion and 
character of the people over whom they were to preside. The effects which 
this precipitate change produced in the administration of justice in India, 
w r ere represented in the most forcible appeals to this country, and led to the 
explanatory act of (1781) 21 George III. cap. 70, which is hereafter more 
particularly referred to. 

There is scarcely any subject which demands more caution than the intro¬ 
duction of any new system of jurisprudence. When, even in a country 
like Great Britain, where the administration of justice lias grown almost 
with our growth as a nation, where the parties on whom the responsible 
task is devolved are men of practical experience, deeply versed in all 
matters connected with this important branch of our constitution, the 
utmost care and deliberation in altering, amending, or forming laws, are 
admitted to be absolutely necessary ; it is not matter of surprise, that the 
introduction into an empire so varied and so imperfectly known as that of 
India, of a system of justice as little adapted to the habits and customs of 
the natives, as the language in which it was to be administered, should 
have produced, as it actually did produce, the utmost mischief and con¬ 
fusion, and led to the remonstrance which was closed in the remarkable but 
pointed declaration, “ That unless relief was given, the Company -would 
“ have ports without trade, possessions without revenue, and laws without 
“ inhabitants.” 

The salary of the Governor-General was fixed at £25,000, and of each of Salaries, 
the Counsellors at £10,000; that of the Chief-Justice at £8,000; and the 
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salaries of each of the Puisne Judges at £6,000 per annum : those al¬ 
lowances remain unaltered. 

The Governor-General, Council, and Judges, and all persons holding any 
office in India under the Crown or the Company, were restricted from 
receiving any presents, donations, or gratuities, or from being concerned in 
any transaction by way of traffic or trade. 

This prohibition was caused by the venality manifested in the early period 
of the territorial acquisitions, by the British agents who were brought more 
immediately into contact with the rich but comparatively powerless natives, 
and when exactions and extortions had demoralized the Company’s ser¬ 
vants; who were bent on turning the authority with which they were 
entrusted to the purpose of personal gain, perfectly reckless of character or 
consequences. 

Interest of money was restricted to twelve per cent, per annum, and all 
bonds, &c. bearing interest above that rate were to be void. For all 
contracts, &c. carrying an interest above twelve per cent, the party lending, 
upon conviction, w r as to forfeit treble the amount; compounding fines 
subjected parties to fine and imprisonment. 

The abuses which had resulted from the pecuniary dealings of British 
subjects with Native Princes, and the jealousy manifested by the Legis¬ 
lature of all such transactions, rendered a restriction of the rate of interest 
absolutely necessary for the protection of the natives from the extortion to 
which they had been subjected. 

The exorbitant interest charged for money lent to land-owners and 
farmers, to enable them to discharge their rents, frequently involved them in 
heavy and accumulating debts, without any chance of relief; and would 
have been the means, in many instances, of transferring the property of the 
poor farmer into the hands of the avaricious money-lenders. 

Interest was often paid monthly, and thirty-seven and a half per cent, 
by the year was by no means uncommon, in some instances higher rates 
having been obtained. It appeared, also, that some of the Company’s cove¬ 
nanted 
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minted servants had been parties to leases of land, where they themselves had 
been entrusted with the management of the revenues, and the letting of the 
territory. 

By this Act, as has been stated, subjects of his Majesty were restricted 
from taking more than twelve per cent, per annum interest on money 
lent in the East-Indies. And here, it may be observed, that by the 33d 
Geo. Ill, cap. 52, sect, 67, all his Majesty’s subjects, as well servants of 
the Company as others, were made amenable for all offences committed 
in any of the territories of Native Princes. 

And by 37 Geo. Ill, cap. 142, sect. 28, British subjects were prohibited 
from lending money to Native Princes without the consent of the Court of 
Directors, or of the Governor in Council of one of the Presidencies. 

Since the passing of those acts, it seems that some difference of opinion 
has existed as to the operation of the 13 Geo. Ill, in parts of India not 
under the government of the Company. 

His Majesty’s Attorney and Solicitor-General, and the Standing Counsel 
of the East-India Company, were of opinion that the restriction of the rate 
of interest extended to all contracts to which British subjects were parties, 
whethei made in the territories under the controul of the Company, or in 
any other part of the East-Indies. But this opinion was subsequently over¬ 
ruled by the decision of the Judges : for, on the Marquis of Hastings bring- 
mg a bill into the House of Lords for the purpose of explaining and 
amending this act, the question put to them, whether it limited the rate of 
interest to be taken by British subjects residing within the dominions of 
native independent sovereigns, was answered in the negative. 

It would appear to be the anxious desire of the Court of Directors, mani¬ 
fested on many occasions, but very clearly shewn in their correspondence 
with the Bengal Government on the subject of the pecuniary transactions at 
Hyderabad, that the law should be on all occasions obeyed in the spirit as 
well as in the letter; and it must be their wish if practicable, and would 
seem to be consistent with sound policy, that the regulations and restrictions 
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1773- as to pecuniary transactions should be extended to every part of India 
Supremo c>urt. w here British influence in any degree prevails. 

The evils which arose from the establishment of the Supreme Court, 
as has been before stated, and. had been predicted, produced the utmost 
mischief and confusion. 

The disputes between the Supreme Council and the Supreme Court, with 
regard to their respective authorities, clearly proved that the powers of, the 
two were not sufficiently defined ; and to so great an extent was their rivalry 
carried, that it threatened at one period the overthrow of all good govern¬ 
ment in India. 

Petitions from the Company, the Bengal Government, and from British 
subjects in Bengal, were presented to Parliament, praying for relief from 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

Those petitions were referred to a Committee of the Commons ; and from 
a report from that Committee the explanatory act of 1781 was passed, for 
new modelling the Supreme Court in Bengal, for indemnifying the Governor 
and Council for their resistance to the Supreme Court, and for the relief of 
certain persons at Calcutta under sentence of the said Court. 

This act put an end to the dissension which had existed between the 
Government and the Supreme Court, by providing that the Governor- 
General and Council of Bengal should not be subject to its jurisdiction, 
but should be amenable to a competent Court in Britain. That the Supreme 
Court should have no authority whatever in matters of revenue, nor over 
any person on account of his being a land-owner, or farmer, nor over persons 
employed by the Company in a judicial capacity ; that it should have 
power to determine suits against the native inhabitants of Calcutta by 
the native laws, and to frame such forms of process as might suit their 
religion and manners. Authority was likewise given to the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment to hear appeals from the decisions of the Provincial Courts, and to 
determine all revenue questions. 

reports from the Select and Secret Committees of the House of 
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Commons (appointed in 1781), relating to the affairs of the Company, were 
laid before the House in 1782. Mr. Dundas, who was Chairman of the 
Secret Committee, moved three resolutions, which were divided into three 
classes. 

The first class related to the general system of government, censured the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings and Mr. Hornby, and declared it to be the duty 
of the Directors to recall them. 

The second and third classes related to the affairs of the Carnatic, and on 
these a bill of pains and penalties on Sir Thomas Rumbold, J. Whitehill, 
and J. Perring, Esqs. was brought in, for breaches of public trust, and 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Little progress was made that session, owing to the unsettled state of 
affairs ; a motion was made and carried for adjourning the further considera¬ 
tion of the bill to the 1st October, by which means the measure was dropt, 
and never afterwards resumed. 

The Chairman of the other Committee, which was the Select Committee, 
moved ten resolutions. 

The first five related to the conduct of the Chairman of the Court of 
Directors, in delaying to transmit the explanatory act to India. 

The three following censured the conduct of Mr. Hastings and Sir Elijah 
Impey, and an address from the House of Commons was presented to his 
Majesty for the recall of Sir Elijah Impey. 

Notwithstanding the variety and extent of the matter treated of in these 
reports, it will be found that the Parliamentary measures growing out of 
them which established the Board of Commissioners, were not a material 
departure from the principle recognized by the act of 1773. 

The India Bill first brought forward was undoubtedly calculated to 
produce the most fatal consequences, both to the country and to the 
Company, and was rejected. The measure substituted in its room was 
founded on the extension of recognized principles. It was observed by the 
Minister on its introduction, “ That his endeavours had been directed to 

“ suggesting 
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“ suggesting the means of doing the most good to India and to the .East- 
“ India Company, with the least injury to our constitution. In framing 
“ such a system, he thought it his duty never to lose sight of this principle, 
“ that though no Charter could or ought to supersede State necessity, still 
“ nothing but absolute necessity could justify a departure from Charters; they 
“ ought never to be invaded except when public safety called for alteration. 

“ Charters were sacred things ; on them depended the property, franchises, 
“ and every thing that was dear to Englishmen, and wantonly to invade 
“ them would be to unhinge the constitution, and throw the State into 
ee anarchy and confusion.” 

Whatever may have been the political feelings of the Government of that 
day, it is impossible not to admit the force of the remarks thrown out on the 
occasion, and the sound principles advocated on legislating for an object of 
such moment and magnitude. 

The bill introduced and passed into a law on this occasion was the 24 
Geo. HI, cap. 25. By that act his Majesty was empowered to appoint six 
Privy Counsellors to be Commissioners for the affairs of India, of whom 
one of the Secretaries of State, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer were 
to be two, and the other four were to be persons whose offices were of con¬ 
siderable emolument under Government, to which little or no employment 
belonged, and who would therefore have leisure, and might be expected to 
discharge the duties of the new situation without any remuneration for that 
trouble. 

The Secretary of State was to be the President of this Board, or in his 
absence, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or in the absence of both of them, 
the senior Commissioner. 

If the members present should be equally divided upon any question, the 
President was to have the casting vote. 

The Board was to have access to all papers and muniments of the 
Company, and to be furnished with such extracts and copies from them as 
they might from time to time require. 
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To this Board the Directors were to communicate copies of all proceedings, 
both of their own Court and of the Court of Proprietors, relating to the civil, 
military, and financial affairs of the Company, copies ot all despatches from 
their servants in India, and also of all despatches proposed to be sent by 
them to India. 

Should the Court of Directors neglect to transmit to the Board their 
intended despatches within fourteen days after requisition made, the Board 
might send orders and instructions to any of the governments or presidencies 
concerning the civil or military government of the British territories in the 
East-Indies, and the Directors were to transmit the same, unless, upon 
representation made by them to the Board, the latter should direct any 
alteration to be made, which alteration in such case the Directors were 
bound to conform to. 

The Court of Directors, upon receiving instructions from the Board to be 
by them transmitted to India, which were not connected with the Govern¬ 
ment and revenues of the territorial possessions, might appeal to his Majesty 
in Council, whose decision was to be final. 

In all matters requiring secrecy, the Board might send orders to a 
Committee of three Directors, to he appointed by the Court for that 
purpose, who were to transmit them to India, without disclosing the 
substance of them; and the answers were to be sent to the Secret Committee 
of Directors, by whom they were to be communicated to the Board. 

These powers were not to extend to the commercial affairs of the 
Company. 

The Board was not to appoint any servant of the Company either in 
Europe or in Asia. 

These were the principal alterations relating to the Home authorities. 
With regard to India: 

The Government in each of the presidencies was to consist of a President, 
and three Counsellors instead of four, as in 1773 ; the Governor-General was 
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to be President of the Government in Bengal, and the Commander-in-Chief 
of all the Company’s forces in India was to be one of the Council, and next 
in rank to the Governor-General; the Commanders-in-Chief at Madras and 
Bombay were to be members of the Council in those presidencies ; but if the 
Commander-in-Chief of all the forces should at any time be at Madras or 
Bombay, he should be a member of the Council there, and in that case, the 
Commander-in-Chief of the presidency should continue to have a seat in the 
Council, but no vote. 

Should the members of the Council present be equally divided upon any 
question, the Governor-General, or the Governor, or President, was to have 
the casting vote. 

The Governor-General and Council in Bengal were to have an effectual 
controul over the other presidencies, the Governors and Councils of which 
were required to obey all orders they might receive from the Government in 
Bengal, unless they had previously received directions of a contrary tendency 
from England, of which the Government of Bengal was ignorant; and in 
case of disobedience, they were liable to suspension. 

The appointment of the Governor-General, and of the Commander-in- 
Chief, and of the other members of Council, was to be in the Directors; 
but either the King or the Directors might tecall the Governor-General, or 
any other person in the service of the Company. But should the Directors 
neglect to supply any vacancy that might take place in the Council for two 
months after it was regularly notified to them, the King might appoint to 
such vacancy, and the person so appointed was not liable to be recalled by 
the Directors. 

All other appointments were to be in the Governments of the respective 
presidencies; and to prevent any corrupt or improper use of this patronage, 
it was provided that all promotions in India beneath the degree of members 
of Council should be made according to seniority in office, unless for some 
very urgent cause : in which case the reasons for such deviation from this 
general rule were to be entered upon the minutes of the Council, and copies 
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of such entries were to be transmitted to the Directors, who might repeal or 
confirm such appointments. 

The Governors and Councils were empowered to apprehend all persons in 
their respective presidencies suspected of carrying on illicit correspondence, 
and to bring them to trial in India, or to send them to England. 

The Governor-General and Council were not permitted, without the 
express command of the Directors, to enter into any offensive treaty, or to 
wage war against any of the country powers, unless such should actually have 
commenced hostilities, or have given evident proof of hostile intentions 
against the British nation in India, or against some country power dependent 
upon the Company, or whose territory they were bound to defend; and the 
Governors and Councils of the other presidencies were to be prohibited 
from commencing hostilities, or concluding any treaty whatever with the 
country powers, without express orders from the Governor-General and 
Council, or from the Directors, unless some imminent danger or sudden 
emergency should render it unsafe to postpone such hostilities or treaties ; 
and every treaty so concluded was, it possible, to contain a clause subjecting 
it to the ratification or rejection of the Governor-General and Council. 

The Governors and Councils of the other presidencies were to transmit to 
the Governor-General and Council copies of all their proceedings, and of all 
material occurrences in their respective presidencies. 

Provision was to be made for the investigation of the claims of British 
subjects on the Nabob of Arcot, and for settling the disputes between that 
Prince and the Rajah of Tanjore ; and also for redressing the grievances of 
. Zemindars, and other native land-holders who had been dispossessed of their 
lands, or subjected to exorbitant rents and heavy contributions. 

All possible retrenchments were to be made in the Company’s establish¬ 
ments, both civil and military. 

No person was to be appointed a writer or cadet under the age of fifteen 
or above twenty-two, and no greater number was to be sent out than would 
be necessary to keep up the proper complement. 
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1784. The acceptance of presents from the Natives was forbidden, under the 

iters and Cadets, penalty of forfeiture and punishment as for extortion. 

The servants of the Company disobeying the orders or instructions of the 
Court of Directors; neglecting the duties of any trust or employment, or 
making any corrupt bargain to obtain any ofHce under the Company in 
India, were to be punished as for a misdemeanor. 

The servants of the Company, who had been dismissed by any competen t 
authority, were not to be restored. 

The remaining part of this act related to the method of procedure in 
England against persons who should be guilty of extortion or other misde¬ 
meanor in India. 

The necessity for thus connecting in some measure the executive govern¬ 
ment with that of this country, had long been felt and admitted. 

On examining this act, we shall find that, while it left to the Company the 
entire management of their commercial concerns, and while it continued in 
the Directors the conduct of their political aflairs, it provided that they 
should not depart from the rules of government laid down for their guidance 
and controul. It was only a slight deviation from the Charter, leaving the 
patronage with the Company, and making only such alterations as were 
deemed necessary. 

By the original bill it was proposed to place in the hands of seven persons 
chosen by the minister, the whole influence, especially the patronage of every 
kind belonging to the Company, with that also arising from their trade in 
the purchase of goods for exportation, furnishing shipping, and, in fact, the 
whole influence of the Company; and greater power than ever had been 
enjoyed by them was to be given to the seven Commissioners, with a view, 
according to Mr. Fox, of providing a strong government in India, but, in 
truth, of giving an overwhelming power to the minister. 

But by this act no injurious power was given to the crown, as il only 
vested in the King, as the executive authority of this country, the appoint¬ 
ment of persons, without salaries and without patronage, to control the 
executive government of India. 
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A power was thus established to reform the abuses and control the govern¬ 
ment of India, without giving to individuals, or to the crown, any unneces¬ 
sary influence which might be dangerous to our liberties and constitution, 
at the same time it secured the co-operation of the East-India Company, 
without any violation of their charters or spoliation of their property. 


In 1786 a bill was brought in by Mr. Dundas (26 Geo. III. cap. 16) to 
amend and explain certain provisions respecting the better regulation and 
management of the affairs of the East-India Company. 

The principal object of this bill was to increase the powers of the Governor- 
General. It vested in him the nomination to the vacant seats in the Council; 
it permitted the union of the offices of Governor-General and Commander-in- 
Chief, with the view also of adding to the strength and security of the 
British possessions in India, and giving energy, vigour, and despatch to the 
measures and proceedings of the executive government. The Governor- 
General and the several Governors and Presidents were authorised in extra¬ 
ordinary cases to decide upon any measure, whether their Council agreed with 
them or not. 

The Govern or-General, though invested with more power, had greater re¬ 
sponsibility ; in cases of great emergency he was authorized to act without 
the concurrence of his Council; yet he had still his Council to advise with, 
and they were always about him as a check and control upon his conduct. 

The Commander-in-Chief was not to be of the Council unless specially 
appointed. 

In 1788 a law was passed (28 Geo. III. cap. 8.) authorizing the Commis¬ 
sioners for the Affairs of India to issue their orders for the payment of 
8,045 King’s troops, including commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
and 12,200 European troops in the service of the Compahy, to which num¬ 
bers they were respectively at that time limited. 

Two important clauses were at the same time inserted, for the purpose of 
precluding the Board of Commissioners from increasing the salary of any 
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1788. officer in the service of the Company without the express orders of the Direc- 
Board of Commk- tors, the same having 1 been previously laid before Parliament; and from 
directing the payment of any allowance or gratuity but such as was pre¬ 
viously proposed by the Directors. 

This forms an essential provision in the existing system: for whilst full 
power of supervision is given to the Board, the purse of the Company most 
properly is shut against them. Still the Board have the power of rejecting 
any grant proposed by the Company, which right is a salutary check on the 
other hand against any undue exercise of liberality on the part of the Court 
of Directors. 

The Directors were required to lay annually before Parliament an account 
of the produce of the revenues of their respective presidencies. 

J798 The next important measure connected with the India system was the 

renewal of the Charter in 1793- 

Experience had proved to the country and the Legislature that, with some 
little modifications, the system laid down by the acts of 1773 and 1784 should 
be maintained. 

The measure was not, however, passed without a full exposition and de¬ 
fence of the principles upon which its continuance was pressed on the atten¬ 
tion of Parliament. 

The magnitude of the subject was felt and admitted, and the peculiar cha¬ 
racter of the system, so far from being disguised or passed over, was acknow¬ 
ledged and defended upon the no less peculiar and adventitious circumstances 
under which the whole of our eastern empire had been reared and upheld. 

It was admitted that, although the system was adverse to popular opinion, 
it was supported by successful experience ; and when the peculiarities of the 
subject were adverted to, it would at once be seen that it was not attempted 
to overturn theories, though it was not deemed expedient to recede from old 
and established practice. 

Considering the advantages which Great Britain actually possessed, would 
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it have been wise or politic to forego them in search ot greater which existed 
only in imagination ? It was not contended that the advantages which 
Great Britain possessed arose out of the exclusive privileges of the Company, 
but it would be impossible to conjecture what might be the political or com¬ 
mercial effects of a variation from a system which had been found so fully to 
answer the purposes for which it was intended. 

It was then to be considered upon what principles ought the state to 
govern its eastern possessions, and under what regulations ought the trade to 
the East-Indies to be conducted. 

The government of India was vested in a corporation uder the controul ot 
the executive power and the superintending authority of Parliament. As far 
as experience went, this system, which had now been adopted tor nine 
years, was found to be beneficial, and the continuation of it was proposed. 

The country in Hindostan governed by Britain was in a state o( prosperity 
unknown to it under the most wise and politic of its ancient sovereigns, the 
revenues had been increased, and the trade connected with them was in a 
state of improvement. 

If it were said that the Company was an improper instrument for the 
management of an empire, were they not under the controul of the executive 
power and the superintendence of Parliament, the force of the argument 
would be readily admitted ; but when they are found to be an organ of 
government and of trade, which lias proved itself to be suited to the 
administration of the affairs of distant provinces, the revenues of which are 
realized through a regulated commerce, it would be unwise to lay aside a 
means which has hitherto so fully answered all the political and commercial 
purposes for which it has been employed. 

The probable evils which might be produced by a separation of the go¬ 
vernment from the trade were next considered. Recurring to the actual 
state of the revenue and of the trade, and to the advantages which the public 
were deriving from the Company, it might be asked, would not the system 
of separation create an interruption in the discharge or liquidation of the 
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1793. Company’s debts, and would it not derange the regular progress of their 
increasing commerce ? 

It might likewise be asked, considering the distance of the two parts of 
our empire from each other, whether an injudicious procrastination might 
pot shake the confidence which so remote a dependency had upon the 
sovereignty of Britain ? And was this danger to be incurred, merely because 
it was true in theory, and popular in opinion, that a mercantile body was 
unequal to the government of distant provinces > 

In receding from the present system of government in India, the effect, 
which the innovation might produce on the minds of the natives should not 
be lost sight of. They have been long accustomed to look up to, and to rest 
upon the protection of the Company. We had, after many severe struggles 
in the field, and after many experiments which naturally preceded the esta¬ 
blishment of a regulated commerce, the prospect of consolidating our power 
and increasing our revenue. 

It was justly observed that Lord Clive, to whom we owe our empire in the 
East, with great discernment and wisdom, laid the foundation for consoli¬ 
dating the British power in India by favouring the opinions and prejudices 
of the subjugated natives. This great warrior and statesman thought that it 
would be wise to hold our territories by grants from the Mogul. He saw 
that all the native princes and states which had sprung out of the ruins of 
that empire were sheltering themselves under the forms of the fallen govern¬ 
ment ; he knew that the power of granting or refusing privileges no longer 
remained with the Emperors of Delhi, but he appealed to the rights of those 
sovereigns, and on those rights engrafted the British power in Asia. 

If, then, the natives of India paid so much adoration to the shadows of 
their departed monarchs, would it be wise or politic to attempt to tear from 
them their feelings and their prejudices ? 

The inexpediency of deviating from experience, was shown by an appeal 
to the opinions of those distinguished men who, soon after the acquisition of 
the territorial revenues, held high situations in India, 
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“ Government, desirous of making- whatever improvements might be 
“ suggested to them for the administration of Indian Affairs, stated to 
“ Mr. Hastings, Mr. Barwell, Sir John Clavering, Mr. Francis, Col. Monson, 
“ Sir William Chambers, and Sir Elijah Iinpey, the following important 
“ questions : 

“ First. Upon what political principles can Bengal, Baliar, and Orissa 
“ be held by Great Britain ? 

“ Upon this subject some of them were of opinion, that it would be 
“ preferable to continue the Mogul forms, to which the natives had been 
“ habituated ; and others of them recommended that the sovereignty should 
“ be assumed directly by Great Britain. 

“ Second. In whom is to be vested the executive power in India ? 

“ And here the opinions were equally different; some recommending that 
“ it should be in the Governor in Council; others in the Governor and 
- f Council. 

“ Third. Under what restrictions is the power of subordinate legislation 
“ to be exercised ? 

“ And on this point there also existed differences of opinion respecting the 
“ share to be given to the Governor and Council, and to the Supreme 
££ Courts of Judicature. 

v Fourth. Under what title and in what manner ought the territorial 
“ revenues to be collected ? 

On this subject also the opinions were at variance; some recommended 
“ the Mogul revenue system, others the financial economy of Britain. 

“ Fifth. How are the other revenues to be collected ? that is, the duties 
and customs ? On this point there was likewise a difference of opinion. 

“ Sixth. By what Courts ought the judicial power to be administered in 
c ‘ the British Provinces in India ? 

“ And here the opinions turned upon the different modes of administering 
“ justice among the native and the British subjects.” 

Had it been found that so many able men, who possessed the advantages of 
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local information, had agreed in opinion in the answers which they trans¬ 
mitted home, it would have been an inducement to build a system upon 
them ; but, from the differences of opinion, it could only be inferred that it 
was safer to rest on the existing system, which experience had rendered prac¬ 
ticable, than to trust to theories concerning which ingenious and informed 
men have disagreed. It is important here to remark, that not any of the 
objections applied to the system of government administered by the East- 
India Company. 

The expediency of continuing the foreign government as hitherto ad¬ 
ministered being thus shown, the next point to be considered was the 
propriety of continuing the domestic plan of administration. 

When a system of government is found to be fully adequate to the pur¬ 
poses for which it was intended; when, it has been the means of conducting 
the affairs of a vast and distant empire for a long period with so much success, 
what advantage, it might be asked, would be derived from the overthrow of 
such a power ? 

The patronage from the appointment of writers and cadets, and the pro¬ 
motions through all the gradations, were in the Company; and it was 
thought that, should ever the Company be deprived of this privilege, and the 
Indian patronage be vested in the Crown, the weight of it would he too 
great in the balance of our government, and might prove dangerous to the 
spirit of our constitution. 

Had even the government of India remained as much unrestrained by the 
executive power and by Parliament as before the establishment of the 
system by the Act of 1784, still, with all its imperfections, the lesser was to 
be preferred to the greater evil, of placing the administration of the govern¬ 
ment and revenues in the hands of the State. 

The system of governing India abroad and at home had been found 
fully adequate to the objects both of war and of peace. In so far as 
that system should be thought to require alteration, it might be varied and 
improved by regulations calculated to remedy those errors; but it would be 
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unwise as well as unjust to overturn it, and to invent what might be 
more perfect only in description. As the system has been found fully 
adequate to the past, why should it be supposed that it would be less so 
for the future ? 

It was then to be considered, under what regulations ought the trade to 
the East-Indies to be conducted ? Upon this question, also, the same difficul¬ 
ties were experienced which were met with on the subject of government, 
from the influence of prevailing speculations and theory; and here also 
experience alone could be safely relied on. Parliament would have to hear 
the claims of all parties, to listen to the reasonings by which they supported 
them, and to keep in view, not only the interests of Great Britain, but of the 
vast possessions in the East. 

Towards the middle of the last century the struggle between the French 
and the English companies terminated in our acquiring a revenue of many 
millions sterling, and a territory comprehending about twenty millions of 
inhabitants. This triumph of the Company was ratified by the memorable 
peace of 1763. The supremacy was not obtained without great cost, for it 
appears from the accounts laid before the parliamentary committees at pre¬ 
sent sitting, the debt from India to England amounted, as acknowledged by 
Parliament itself, to little short of four millions anterior to the wars which 
led to the acquisition of the Dewanny ; added to this sum there appeared to 
be various important items, which Ido not profess minutely to examine, but 
which in the gross amount to a sum little short of eight millions, in addition 
to the former sum of four millions. 

Adverting again to the laudable interference of Parliament, to obtain 
upon evidence a knowledge of the actual value of the British possessions 
in India, and to the successive regulations in different acts, down to 
the period when the system of controul was established in 1784, it was 
concluded that the Company had become the organ by which the Indian 
empire of Britain ought to be administered. 
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1793. Upon this system, it was remarked, there were various opinions ; by one 

set of men it was maintained that it was a practical absurdity to entrust to 
a commercial association the government of an empire, since the very 
nature of this power rendered it impracticable for the Company's servants 
either to conduct commerce upon proper principles, or to govern our subjects 
in India wisely or well. 

It may perhaps be considered by some that it was unnecessary to have 
referred to the foregoing details at such length, but my object is to shew the 
principles upon which the existing system rests. Those principles still hold 
good, whatever may be the variations made from time to time in some of 
the minor points. * 

I do not profess, as I have already observed, to enter into the commer¬ 
cial or the financial merits or bearings of the question; but as far. as general 
results go, any man who chooses to devote his mind to the subject may be 
competent to form a judgment and to offer an opinion. 1 think it has been 
clearly proved by the late Parliamentary examinations, that commerce has 
aided territory to a large amount. That commerce has been maintained, at 
least, with India, by the East-India Company as a secure channel of remit- 
tance to meet the demands on account of territory ; and that the China trade 
has been of the most essential aid in the whole transactions of the Company, 
whether as the source of commercial and pecuniary supply to England 
and India, or as an absorbent of the productions, raw or manufactured, 
of both those countries. Thus, in fact, fully corroborating the opinions 
advanced by Mr. Dundas in as will be hereafter shewn by a reference 

to the provisions of 1813. 

Preparatory to the discussion on the renewal of the Company’s exclusive 
privileges, Mr. Dundas laid before the House of Commons a statement of 
the Company’s affairs, and submitted a series of resolutions respecting them, 
which were agreed to by the House. 

A petition from the Company for the renewal of their Charter was taken 

into 
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into consideration by a committee of the whole House, when Mr. Dundas 
proposed thirty-three resolutions, which were carried on the 2d May ; and 
on the 8th of that month the whole were read, and a bill was ordered to be 
brought in, which subsequently passed into a law, 33 Geo. Ill, cap. 52. 

By this act the territorial acquisitions, with the revenues, were continued 
in possession of the Company for a further period of twenty years. 

The following additional regulations were made as to the Board :—Three 
Commissioners were to form a Board ; the President was to have the casting 
vote ; the Board was to superintend and control all the concerns of the Com¬ 
pany relating to the civil or military government or revenues in the East 
Indies; but was not to nominate any servant of the Company, nor to direct 
any gratuity but such as should be proposed by the Directors. 

The Secret Committee of Directors was established : they were to receive 
the orders of the Board and to forward the same to India; also despatches 
from the Presidencies in India, which they were to deliver to the Board. 

The provisions of the act of the 33 Geo. III. were generally a re-enactment 
of those prescribed by the 24 Geo. III. in the year 1784. 

The Governor-General might apprehend any person suspected of carrying 
on illicit correspondence; might examine and cross-examine witnesses, and 
might try persons in India or send them to England for trial. 

His Majesty's subjects were first permitted to trade to India in the Com¬ 
pany’s ships (the China trade and military stores excepted). 

Should the Company in anyone year not export 1,500 tons of copper, any 
person might export that quantity, or make up the deficiency; they were 
also to import a sufficient quantity of calicoes, or the Board might permit 
individuals to do so in the Company’s shipping. 

The surplus revenues in India and the home profits were to be applied, 
first, in payment of military and marine charges; second, in payment of 
the interest of the debt; third, in the payment of the civil and commercial 
charges ; fourth, in providing for an investment in India and remittances to 
China, to an amount of not less than one crore of current rupees in every 
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1798. year; fifth, as the debts were reduced or transferred, further sums were to 

itevenuw, &c. k e applied to the provision of investment, or to the further liquidation of 

the debt. 

rofit* in England. The profits in England, after providing for accepted bills and other current 
expences, debts and outgoings (bond debt excepted), were to be applied, 
first, in payment of a dividend of 10 per cent, per annum on the capital 
stock ; second, of £ 500,000 per annum into the exchequer. If a deficiency 
should occur in any one year it was to be made good in the next (unless from 
war, &c., the £500,000 could not be paid into the exchequer), then the 
deficiency was not to be made good until the accumulation of the guarantee 
fund should be completed ; after which such deficiencies were to be made 
up, if the general assets of the Company at the conclusion of their charter be 
sufficient to pay their debts and to realize 200 per cent, on the capital 
stock. 

Any further surplus was to be applied in reducing the Indian debt to 
£2,000,000, or in payment of debts in England (except the bond debt of 
£1,500,000); and when debts in India should be reduced to £2,000,000, 
and the bond debt to £1,500,000, one-sixth of the surplus, to be computed 
from the 1st of March in each year, to be applied to the augmentation of the 
dividend ; the residue to be applied to the accumulation of a fund for the 
guarantee of the capital stock, at the rate of 200 per cent.; and if the 
debts, after being reduced, should again increase, the same appropriation 
was to take place. 

1802. The commerce to and from India was considerably enlarged to the 

private trader in the year 1802 ; but it was not until the renewal of the 
iHia. Charter in 1813 that the trade to India was opened to the public at large. 

The proceedings which led to that measure are contained in the papers 
printed for t e Proprietors of East-India Stock. Since 1793, European war, 
which had been carried on with scarcely any intermission, had increased the 
expenses of the Company abroad and reduced their profits at home ; while 
hostilities with the Native Powers had added greatly to the accumulation of 

the 
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the Indian debt, advanced at that period from eight millions, at which it 
stood in 1793, to about thirty-two millions. 

The negociation for the renewal of the Company’s exclusive privileges 
appears to have commenced in the year 1808. It was carried on at intervals, 
and finally terminated in the Act 53 Geo. III., cap. 155, which continued 
the territorial acquisitions in the government of the Company for a further 
period of twenty years, together with the exclusive trade with China, and in 
tea, from the 10th of April 1814 until three years notice by Parliament 
after the 10th April 1831. 

The public were permitted (with certain restrictions) to trade to the parts 
and places within the Company’s limits in ships of not less than 350 tons 
burthen (the trade in tea and military stores excepted); which were to be 
licensed by the Court of Directors, and to clear out from some port in the 
United Kingdom, an attested list of persons and arms on board, to be after¬ 
wards accounted for, having been previously given : this provision has since 
been abrogated. 

East-India goods imported in private trade were to be brought to some of 
the ports in the United Kingdom which should have been declared fit by 
order in Council; and the private trader, either in import or export goods, 
was subject to the same duties as the Company. 

The confirmation of the Board was necessary to gratuities above £ 600 , 
and also to the restoration of servants. 

The revenues arising from the territorial acquisitions in India were to be 
applied:— 

• First, In maintaining forces. 

Secondly, In payment of the interest of the Indian debt. 

Thirdly, In defraying the expenses of the different establishments. 

And fourthly, In the liquidation of the territorial debt, or as the Court, 
with the approbation of the Board, might direct. 

A sum equal to the payments from the commercial funds at home, on 
account of the territorial charges each year, after deducting the amount of 
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payments abroad for commercial establishments, was to be annually applied 
to investment or remittance, at the option of the Court; the excess in any 
one year being taken into account in the next. 

The duties in India on the Company’s goods were to be debited to com¬ 
merce, and together with the duties on private trade goods were to be 
considered as part of the territorial revenue, and were to be subject to the 
controul of the Board, 

The Board was invested with the control over the appropriation of all 
the territorial revenues (except sums issued to make good home payments 
on account of territorial charges), or of loans in India to commercial pur¬ 
poses. 

The profits of the Company in Great Britain were to be applied, 

1st. To paying bills of exchange. 

2d. In paying debts, except principal of bond debts. 

3cl, In paying a dividend of ten per cent, until the separate fund is 
exhausted, and then ten and a half per cent. 

4th. In the reduction of the Indian debt or bond debt at home. 

The home profits were not to be liable to the territorial charges, until 
after the dividend was provided, excepting bills and certificates for value 
received in India, and the interest and sinking fund on the loan of 1812, 
from the public to the Company. 

Should the home funds, after paying the dividends, be insufficient to dis¬ 
charge the bills drawn for the interest of the existing debt, the deficiency 
was to be paid as Parliament should direct. 

Monies received at home on the credit of bills drawn on the territorial 
funds, or for advances in India, were to be applied to the payment of the 
territorial charges in Europe : and if the commercial profits at home were 
not sufficient in any one year for the payment of the dividend, the deficiency 
was to be made good out of the surplus territorial revenues of the preceding- 
year. 
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The surplus territorial revenues and home profits were to be applied, 

1st. In the repayment of the capital of the public fluids created for the 
Company. And 2d. The further surplus was to be paid into the 
Exchequer, to form a guarantee fund not exceeding £12,000,000. 

One-sixth of the excess was to belong to the Company, and the remaining 
five-sixths to the public. 

Should the debts of the Company in India, after the reduction to 
£10,000,000, and the bond debt in England to £3,000,000, be increased 
beyond those sums, a reduction was again to be made. 

Separate and distinct accounts of the territorial, political, and commercial 
affairs of the Company ivere to be kept, and a plan for such an arrangement 
was to be submitted to the Board for their approbation; copies of all 
proceedings and despatches received relating to the appropriation of the 
territorial revenue and loans to investment were to be delivered to the 
Board, and no despatches relative thereto were to be sent to India until 
approved by the Board, who were to return the proposed despatches within 
two months. 

Vacancies occurring in the office of Governor or Commander-in-chief were 
to be filled by the Court of Directors, subject to the approbation of the 
King; but the power to remove or recall any such Governor or Commander- 
in-chief, was at the same time reserved to the Court. 

The Governor-General, and Governors in Council at Fort William, 
Madras, Bombay, and Prince of Wales 1 Island, were authorized to impose 
such duties of customs and other taxes, on places and persons within the 
jurisdiction of the Courts established by the King’s Charter, in the same 
manner as in places without such jurisdiction ; no such duty being valid 
until sanctioned by the Court of Directors, with the approbation of the 
Board. 

His Majesty was empowered to grant superannuations to the officers of 
the Board of Controul, and the Court of Directors to their servants in England, 
accounts of all such superannuations being laid annually before Parliament. 
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The governments in India were authorized to make laws, regulations, 
and articles of war for the native troops, and to hold courts-martial. The 
King’s troops paid by the Company were not to exceed 20,000 men, unless 
sent at their requisition. 

The servants of the Company, by this act, might be appointed to Boards, 
Courts, or other official establishments, though they do not take precedence 
according to seniority of rank ; and restored civil servants were to take 
precedence according to their seniority at the time of their departure from 
India. 

All British subjects who may not reside within ten miles of a presidency 
must procure and register a certificate of such permission in the court of the 
district, and in suing in any of the civil courts, a copy of such certificate 
must be produced, or an affidavit made accounting for not filing it. 

Justices of the Peace in the Provinces were invested with jurisdiction in 
cases of assault and trespass committed by British subjects on the natives of 
India, and also in cases of small debts due by British subjects to natives. 

The opening of the Indian trade to the public at large, and the separation 
of the territorial and commercial accounts, form the principal measures 
of 1813. 

Before this separation of accounts was effected, it had been frequently 
asserted, that the commerce of the Company had been considerably aided 
by the territorial revenues. This opinion appears to have generally pre¬ 
vailed, and was even maintained by some persons up to a late period. 

It is however shown, from the most clear and. satisfactory evidence given 
before the House of Lords in 1830, that since 1814, during the fourteen 
years of which the accounts have been made out, the territorial gross 

revenue has aggregated. ^£*284,804,085 

The charges.. 304,188,859 

Leaving a deficiency of. £ 19,384,774 

It 
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It also appears in evidence, that previously to 1780 the claims 
of commerce on territory, as has been already adverted to, beyond what 


territory has had repaid, amounted to. <£3,616,000 

From 1780 to 1793 to . 6,829,557 

From 1793 to 1814 to . 1,559,377 


To compare briefly the provisions made in relation to the financial, terri¬ 
torial, and commercial affairs of the Company by the present Charter, with 
the provisions respecting the same branches in the former act, it may be 
stated, that by the act of 1793, the general powers of controul given to the 
Board of Commissioners by the act of 1784 were continued, and in some 
instances extended. A monopoly of the trade to India as well as China, 
(subject to the admission of private Indian trade to the extent of 3,000 tons 
annually on the Company’s ships), was continued to the Company. 

The exercise of the power of licensing was vested wholly in the Company 
by their general privileges. 

The territorial revenues and commercial profits of the Company were 
subjected to certain appropriations, liable, as far as the act left any discretion, 
to be controlled by the Board of Commissioners ; but under those appropria¬ 
tions, the management and use of both the territorial and commercial funds, 
and the reciprocal use of the one to the aid of the other, remained in prac¬ 
tice with the Company, to whom they both belonged as they still do, and 
one treasury served for the whole. 

Among the appropriations was the sum of a million sterling annually, 
from the revenues, for the purpose of Indian and China investments, but the 
net proceeds of investments and profits at home were, after payment of bills 
of exchange already accepted, and the payment of other current debts, 
charges, and expenses (the bond debt excepted), made liable to the payment 
annually of a dividend of ten per cent, on the capital stock (the other half 
per cent, being made up from the separate fund); secondly, to the 
payment of £500,000 per annum, for bills on account of territorial debt, 
and in the third place, to the payment of £500,000 to the public, as a par- 

e 2 ticipation 


<si 


1813 . 

Territory and Com- 
mercr. 





36 0 R I E F OUTLIN £ O F 

ticipation in the territorial revenues, if the net proceeds sufficed for such 
remiory and Com- participation, 

When those payments should be satisfied, further surplus was, after 
certain reductions of the territorial and commercial debts of the Company, 
to be applied in the proportion of one-sixth to the augmentation of the 
dividend, and the remaining five-sixths to form a fund for the security of the 
capital stock of the Company, until that fund should, with its growing inte¬ 
rest, amount to £12,000,000, and all surplus, after the accumulation of 
this sum, was to go to the public. 

The appointment to all offices in the Indian establishments conformably 
to the limitations prescribed by Parliament in respect to rank and salaries, 
vested wholly with the Company. 

By the act of 1813, the powers of controul given by former acts were 
enlarged, the Company were deprived, as already noticed, of the exclusive 
privilege in the trade to and from India. 

One of the most important provisions was the separation of the territorial 
and commercial accounts, so that each department should exhibit exclusively 
its own concerns ; hitherto they had been joined, and had materially assisted 
each other. 

Instead of the specific appropriation of a million sterling or more from the 
revenues for investments, as in the previous Charter, it was provided that a 
sum equal to the actual payments made at home on account of territorial 
charges (which greatly exceed a million sterling per annum), should be 
allotted out of the Indian revenues, (that is, whether there were a surplus 
or not), for investments, and that this allotment was to be employed by 
the Court of Directors in the provision of such goods as they should 
think fit. 

A dividend of ten and a half per cent, on the present or future capital, was 
also continued payable out of the net proceeds in England. The home net 
proceeds and profits were specially exempted from the payment of territorial 
charges until the dividend was satisfied. 
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And if in any year the commercial profits should not suffice for the divi¬ 
dend, and there should have been any territorial surplus in the year pre¬ 
ceding, such surplus should go to make up the dividend of ten and a half 
per cent.; and should the home funds, after the payment of the dividend, not 
suffice for the payment of such bills as should be drawn on the Company 
for the interest of any loan in India before the 10th of April 1814, Parlia¬ 
ment was to direct the payment of the deficiency. 

After satisfying all current demands at home, and after the reduction of 
the territorial debt to <£10,000,000, and the bond debt to £3,000,000, all 
surplusses at home were to be applied to the formation of a guarantee fund, 
as in the former Charter, until the same amounted to £ 12,000,000 sterling, 
and all further surplusses were to go in the proportion of one-sixth to the 
Company and five-sixths to the public. 

Having thus traced the system as laid down by Parliament for the admi- 
nistration of Indian affairs, it is due to those authorities to whom the admi¬ 
nistration of that system has been entrusted, to state that it appears to have 
been carried on with acknowledged skill and integrity; and to have answered 
all the purposes for which it was framed. It has in its operation extended 
and consolidated the British empire, and added to the strength and glory of 
the mother country. The opponents of the East-India Company seem 
entirely to forget, that they cannot be divested of the peculiar and extensive 
rights arising out of territorial possessions of great value, separate and dis¬ 
tinct from those to which the crown lays claim ; and of the commercial 
privileges which belong to them in perpetuity. 

The provisions under which the legislature has continued to the Com¬ 
pany, the government of the territories acquired in the East, have been 
held by eminent persons conversant with that question and its affairs, to be 
the best adapted for the promotion and security both of the foreign and 
domestic interests of this country; partaking of a joint character politically 
and commercially, but in their combined operation producing the important 

and 
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1813. and beneficial results, which the present parliamentary investigation so far 
Territory and Com- as jt has gone fully proves and establishes. 

merce. v D J 1 

A tabular statement of the acts to which I have adverted is appended for 
reference, and also for the purpose of shewing the progressive alteration 
made in the system, from the period when Parliament first began to legislate 
for the Company’s affairs to the present time. 


TABLE OF STATUTES 


RELATING TO 


THE AFFAIRS OF THE EAST-IN III A COMPANY. 


1773 - 1826 . 




ACCOUNTS 


APPEALS 


APPLICATION 4 
of Profits in Great 
Britain .. 



1773. 

IS Geo. III. 

Cap. 63. 


1777. 

17 Geo. III. 


1779. 

19 Geo. III. 


Cap. 61. 

Accounts of 
profit ami loss 
upon the trade 


1781. 1784. 

21 Geo. III. 24 Geo. III. 


1786. 


1788. 


1791. 


26 Geo. Ill, 28 Geo. III. I 31 Geo. III. 


Cap. 70. 


and revenues of the Com¬ 
pany, with a state of their 
debts in England exclusive 
of their band debt, to be 
made up half-yearly, signed 
by two or more of the Di¬ 
rectors, and transmitted to 
the Treasury within C 21 days 
from the time to which the 
account is made up. (Sect, 3-) 


Appeals may be made from . 

the Provincial Courts of lien- j 
gal to the Supreme Court to be j 
established there by charter, i 
(Sect. 16*) 

And from the Supreme Court to the 
King in Council. (Sect. 18.) 

Rules and Regulations of the Go¬ 
vernor General in Council may also be 
appealed from to the King in Council. 
(Sect. 36.) 


Tha judgment ■ 
of tfwi Govei- 
nor General in 
Council to be 
final in appeals 
from Pi o vm- 
ci ul Courts, ex¬ 
cept when in 
•ttita above 
£'3,000 the 1 
parties appeal 
to the Kmg in 
Council. (Sect. 
* 1 -) 


Cap. 8. 


Tin* Direc¬ 
tors to lay an¬ 
nually before 
both Houses of 
Parliament, an 
account of the 
produce of their 
respective pre¬ 
sidencies. — 
(Sect 5.) 



















































































§ 1 ! 




1797. 


1799. 


1807. 


87 Geo. III. 39 & 40GJIL 47 Geo. III. 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

53 Geo.IIL 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 




Cap. 52. 

Of the whole of the Company’s affairs, 
both abroad arid at home, under various 
beads, to be laid before Parliament within 
the first fourteen sitting days after 30th 
March in each year. (Sect. 126.) 


Cap. 117. 


Cap. 155. 

The Court of Directors to 
order distinct accounts to be 
kept of their territorial,political, 
and commercial affairs, and to ! 
submit a plan for such an 
arrangement of their accounts 
to the Board of Commissioners 
for their approbation. (Sect. 64.) 

This principle to be attended 
to in accounts to be laid before | 
Parliament. (Sect. 65.) 

The Board of Commissioners 
may require account • to be 
prepared by the Directors. 
(Sect. 78.) 


Cap. 68. 


The Directors may appeal to the King in 
Council, if in their judgment the Board of 
Commissioners issue orders not connected 
with the civil or military government or the 
revenues of India. (Sect. 16.) 

And also if they consider the Board of Com¬ 
missioners to have ordered a larger quantity 
of tonnage for private trade than required. 
(Sect. 88 ) 


The profits of the Company in England, after 
providing for accepted bills and other current 
expenses, debts, arid outgoings, bond debt 
excepted, were to be applied: (Sect. Ill, 
123.) 

1st. In payment of a dividend of .£10 per 
cent, per amium on the capital stock, 

2d. Of £500,000 per annum for transfer 
of debts from India, till debts are reduced to 
£ 2 , 000 , 000 . 

3d- Of £500,000 per annum into the Ex¬ 
chequer. If a deficiency occurs in any one 
year, to be made good in another. Except 
from war, &c., the £500,000 cannot be 
paid into the Exchequer: then the deficiency 
not to be made good till the accumulation of 
the guarantee fund is completed, after which 
such deficiency to be made up, if the general 
assets of the Company at the conclusion of 
the Charter are sufficient to pay their debts 
and to realize £200 per cent- on the capital 
stock. (Sect. 122.) 

Any further surplus to be applied in re¬ 
ducing the India debt to £2,000,000, or 
in payment of debts in England, except the 
bond debt of £1,500,000; and when debts 
in England are reduced to £2,000,000, and 
the bond debt to £1,500,000, one-sixth 
of the surplus computed to the 1st March 
in each year to be applied to the augmenta¬ 
tion of the dividend, the residue to be applied I 
to the accumulation of a fund for the guaran¬ 
tee of the capital stock, at the rate of £200 
per cent. ; and if the debts, after being re¬ 
duced, should again increase, the same appro¬ 
priation to take place. (Sect. Ill, 112.) 

I Mode of paying into the Bank the surplus 
for the formation of the guarantee fund ; di¬ 
rection for keeping the accounts of the same. 
(Sect. 113, 123.) 


May be made 


Appeals may 

to the King in 


be made from 

Council from 


the Regula¬ 

the Courts of 


tions of the 1 

Judicature at 


Governors and i 

Madras and 


Councils of \ 

Bombay. (Sect. 


Fort St. George 1 

16.) 


and Bombay, 
the same as 
may be made 
from rules, &c< 
under the act 
of 13 Geo. Ill, 
Cap. 63. (Sect. 




i. 

2 .) 








(A 2) 


When an appeal would lie to 
the Sudder Dewanny Adavvlut 
or local court, British subjects 
may appeal to his Majesty’s I 
Courts ; such appeal not to bar 
the jurisdiction of the King's 
Courts. (Sect. 107.) 


. The profits of the Company 

in England to be applied 

1. To paying bills of exchange. , 

2. In paying debts, exeept- 

--I ing principal of bond debt. --, 

3., In paying dividends of 10 per cent, 
till the separate fund is exhausted, and then 
lOiper cent. 

4. In reduction of India debt or bond 
debt at home- (Sect. 57.) 

Home profits not liable to territorial charges 
till after the dividend is provided,excepting bills 
and certificates for value received in India, and 
interest and sinking fund on loan of 1812, from 
the public to the Company. (Sect. 58.) 

If home funds are insufficient after dividend 
to discharge bills drawn for interest of exist¬ 
ing debt, deficiency to be paid as Parliament 
shall direct. (Sect. 58.) 

Monies received at home on credit of bills 
drawn on territorial funds, or for advances in 
India, to be applied to payment of territorial 
charges in Europe; and if commercial profits 
at home be not sufficient in any year for the 
dividend, the deficiency to be mnde good out 
of the surplus territorial revenues of the pre¬ 
ceding yenr. 

Surplus of territorial revenues and home 
profits to be applied in repayment of the capi¬ 
tal of the public funds created for the Company, 
and then to form a guarantee fund, not ex¬ 
ceeding £12,000,000 for the capital stock and 
dividends. One-sixth of such excess to be¬ 
long to the Company and the remaining five- 
sixths to the public. (Sect. 59, 60.) 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 










































































APPLICATION of 
Surplus Revenues 
and Home Profits 


and Revenues 


1773. 

IS Geo. III. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 






APPROPRIATION 
of Territorial Reve- > 
nues.*.) 


1779. 

19 Geo. III. 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 




The 
I clear 


whole 

profits 


-- _J arising from the 

territorial acquisitions and reve¬ 
nues after defraying the charges 
and expenses, with the clear reve¬ 
nues and profits after providing 
for the current payments of interest 
and other outgoings, charges and 
expenses, to be disposed of in the 
payment of a dividend of 8 per 
cent, on the capital stock, and if 
any surplus should then remain, 
three-fourths thereof to be applied 
to the use of the public, and one- 
fourth retained by the Company, 
which fourth, with other sums men¬ 
tioned, may be applied to the in¬ 
crease of dividend as far as«£10.10s. 
per cent, provided the bond debt 
does not exceed £1,500,000, and 
the increase is only after die rate 
of £1 per cent, in any one year. 
(Sect. 9 to 12.) 


1788. 

88 Geo. III. 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 


BALLOT 




























































1793. 

33 Geo. III. 

Cap. 59. 

1st. In payment of military and marine 
charges. 

2d. In payment of interest on the debt. 

3d. In payment of civil and commercial 
charges. 

4th. In providing for an investment in 
India and remittances to China to an amount 
of not less than one crore of current rupees 
in every year. 

5th. As debts are reduced or transferred, 
further sums to be applied to the provision of 
investment or to further liquidation of the 
debt. (Sect. 107.) 


1797. 

37 Geo. III. 

1799. 

39&40G.III. 

1807. 

47 Geo. III. i 








1811. 

51 Geo. III. 



1833. 

00 
h—‘ 

9* 

1826. 

[I. 

53 Geo. III. 

55 Geo. III. 

1 . M , , * 

7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 155. 




].st. In repayment of capital 
0 « f} iblic funds created for the 

Corn; > , and , „ . 

Further surplus to be 

paid inn > th « Exchequer to be 
, ... tee fund, not exceeding 
>00. (Sect. 59.) 

One-sixl ,* 1 of thc exc , c8S to 

be the nn m , 1 &ny santlthe re¬ 
maining flve.. sixths t0 belo,, 8 
to the public:. . _ 

If (he debt. . ftcr reduction 
should again be in creased, if be¬ 
yond certain sum 8 » reduction 

again to take place. ( bec ■ ^ 




The territorial revenue of 
India to be applied : 

1st. In maintaining forces. 

2d. In paying interest of In¬ 
dia debt 

3d. Expenses of establish¬ 
ments. 

4>rh. Liquidation of terri¬ 
torial debt, or as theCourt, with 
the approbation of the Board of 
Controul, may direct.(Sect.55.) 

A sum equal to payments for 
commercial funds at home on 
account of territorial charges in 
each year,after deducting amount 
of payment abroad for com¬ 
mercial establishment, to be 
annually applied to invest¬ 
ment, or remitted,at the Court’s 
option ; excess irt any year 
1 to be taken into account in the 
next. (Sect. 56.) 

In case of an equality of 
votes on a ,ballot in the General 
Court or Court of Directors, the 
question not to be determined 
by lot, but to be considered as 
lost, except in case of two or 
more candidates for office, 
which are still to be determined 
by lot. (Sect. 77.) 
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HANKS in INDIA 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

1777. 

r ‘J Geo. III. 

1799. 

19 Geo. III. 

1781. 

21 Geo. HI. 

1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. | 

28 Geo. III. 

1 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 

)\ 

H . 


Cap. 61, 

Cap. 65. 

Cap. 25. 

Cap. 57. 

Cap. 8. 

Cap. 10. 


RILLS of Exchange 

and Certificates 


BQ AK D of Cor am [ s . * 

$i oners 



The Com¬ 
pany restricted 
— from accepting 
in any one year bills beyond 
£300,000, exclusive of cer¬ 
tificates to the amount of 
.£8,000 to the officers of 
each of the Company’s ships 
without the consent of the 
Treasury. (Sect. 4.) 

19 G. 3, c. 61, s. 4, also 
21 G. 3, c. 6*5, s. 26. 


Bills, promis¬ 
sory notes, &e. 

issued by the 1 - 

Company’s servants in India 
or China, and made payable 
there respectively, not pay¬ 
able in England without the 
consent of eighteen Di¬ 
rectors, The Company 
not liable to the payment of 
any bill,&c- made payable in 
England, unless accepted 
by, or by order of a Court 
of Directors. (Sect 27.) 


Hi* Majputy 
was empowered 
to appoint >ix 
privy counsellors 
to be commis¬ 
sioners for the 
affairs of India, 
three of whom 
should form a 
board. The Se- 

-1 cretary ot State, 

or in his absence the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, or, in 
the absence of both of them, 
the senior commissioner was to 
be the president, and to have 
the casting vote. 

Die Iioartl was invested with 
the superintendence and con- 
troul over all the British ter¬ 
ritorial possessions and reve¬ 
nues in the East Indies. 
(Sect. I to 4j 

His Majesty might revoke 
the commission at pleasure, 1 
and appoint new com mis- 1 
sioners. (Sect. 5.) 

Neither the commissioners 
nor their chief secretary disqua¬ 
lified from being elected mem¬ 
bers of Parliament. Mem¬ 
bers of the board to have ac¬ 
cess to and be furnished with 
copies of all papers belonging 
to the Company. The Court 
of Directors to deliver to the 
board copies of all minutes, 
&c. of Courts of Proprietors 
or Directors relating to the go¬ 
vernment or revenues of the 
territorial possessions, &c,, and 
shall obey all orders received 
from the board relating thereto. 

Copies 


Members of 
the Board of 
Comrmss loners 
not to compose 
a part of the 
new Court of 
1 udicature.— 
(Sect. 3.) 


The Board 
may direct the 
payment in In¬ 
dia of the ex¬ 
pen ces of rais¬ 
ing, transport¬ 
ing, and main¬ 
taining King's 
troops to the 
number of 
K0k> men, 
Comnany’sEu- 
iop**an forces j 
to the number 
of 12.000 in¬ 
cluding in both | 
cases, commis¬ 
sioned and non- 
cnmmissinncd 
officers. (Sent 
1 to 4.) 

| 


May direct i 
the payment of 
a further nuin- i 
ber of King’s 
troops not ex¬ 
ceeding 2.C82 
men, including 
commissioned \ 
and non-com- i 
missioned ofli- 
ntv (Sect. 1 ) 
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1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


1797. 


1799. 


1807. 


1811. 


37 Geo. I EL S9&40G.IIL 47 Geo. III. 51 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 

The five-sixths of the ultimate surplus of 
the Company’s trade to be paid into the 
Rank, and to be invested in annuities till ac¬ 
cumulating to £13,000,000, as a fund for 
guaranteeing the Company’s capital stock ; an 
annual return thereof to be made to I arlla¬ 
ment, and a reasonable allowance to be made 
to the Bank for their trouble therein. (Sect. 
Ill to 121.) 


Bills may be drawn at equitable rates of ex¬ 
change from India, by the authority of the 
Court of Directors, with the consent ol the 
Board of Commissioners, for the transfer ol 
the Indian debt to the amount of £500,000 per 
annum, to be computed from the 1st Jan. in 
each year, till the present debt of £7,000,000 
should be reduced to £2,000,000, but not 
to exceed £500,000 in any one year, with¬ 
out the authority of the Directors. (Sect. 
108 to 111-) 



Cap. 79. Cap. 68. Cap. 75. 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 

Cap. 155. 


1815. 


1826. 


55 Geo. III. 1 7 Geo. IV 


Cap. 64. 


Governments ; 
i in India may j 
establish pro¬ 


vincial banks there, with the same pri¬ 
vilege as are usually granted to corpo¬ 
rations legally erected in England ; 
the consent of the Directors and the 
approbation of the Board necessary; 
all the Company’s servants may sub¬ 
scribe thereto, and become members 
or directors thereof, except the Judges 
of the Courts of Justice in India. • 
(Sect. 8 to 10.) 


Bills of exchange to be paid 
out of the Company’s home 
profits.— (Sect. 57.) 


The consent The consent 
of the Board of the Board 
necessary to le- necessary for 
galize regula- appointmgwhat 
tions of the Dl- part of the Ter- 
rectors for the ritorml Revenue 
trade of nations or Civil Servants 
in amity with under Madras 
and Bombay, 
should be un¬ 
der Fort Wil¬ 


li is Majesty, 
with the Com¬ 
pany’s posses¬ 
sions India. 
(Sect. I to 3.) 


liam, Madras, 
and Bombay, 
and lor chang¬ 
ing such ap¬ 
pointments. 
(Sect, i.) 


The K ing may appoint, under the great seal, 
commissioners for the affairs of India, the 
two principal Secretaries of State and Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer for the time being 
always to be three of the number; three ot 
the commissioners to form a Board ; the first 
named in the commission to be president, 
and in his absence the commissioner present 
named next in order; president or actmgpre¬ 
sident to have casting vote. (Sect. 2 to 4.J 
The Board may appoint secretaries and offi¬ 
cers ; the salaries of the establishment to be 
paid by the Company quarterly ; those to the 
Board not exceeding £5,000 per annum, and 
those to the officers, &c. not to exceed 
£11,000 per annum. Commissioners and 
officers to tuke certain oaths. (Sect, o to o.j 
The Board may direct and controul all mat¬ 
ters relating to civil, military, or revenue af¬ 
fairs, subject to the further provisions of this 
act therein; themselves, and their ] j,»cs of regulatioiftissued by 

by their order, to have access to > them in each year, concern- 

&c. > to he furnished with copies of Proceed- Qf India or pcr _ 

ings of Courts of Bffrectors an I '[ $ons amenable to the pru- 
within eight days of the holding M vincial courts. (Sect. 8.) 

and with copies of all despatches concerning ah npw forms nf nroeess 
civil, military, or revenue matters, witnm 
the limits of the exclusive trade. Despatches, 

&c. to India on those points to be transmit¬ 
ted to the Board for their approval, who are 
to return the same within fourteen days, ft gyj 
with such alterations as they may deem fit, 
with their reasons for so doing, and witn 
their instructions thereon; the Directors 
to forward them, so altered, to India, it the Board, On 
their representation, do not concede the same, and 
the Directors are to obey the instructions of the Board. 

If “to Directors do not frame orders, &c. with,ng fourteen 
days after being so required by the Board, the isoara^ 
prepare instructions, and the Directors are to forward 
them ■ but if the Board alter or give instructions which 
the Court may think not applicable to civil, military,, or 
revenue affairs, they may petition the King m Council 


Consent of 
the Board ne- 
cruary for es¬ 
tablishing Fub* 
lie Banks in 
India. (Scot. 
8 to 10.) 


I 

So much of 
the Act of 33 
O.HI/.52. « 
limits ihe 
j ries and cx- 
peuer* of the 
| Board repeal- 
i.turc K«- 
i lanes and ex- 
pences not to 
exceed £22,000 
Mf Annum. 
(Sect. 1 and 2.) 


Cap. 142. 

Supreme Go¬ 
vernment to 
transmit to the 
Board, ten co- 


All new forms of process 
for tlie courts of judicature 
at Madras and Bombay to 
be transmitted to the Board 
for hi« Majesty’s approval. 




Special licenses for ships for 
the continent of Asia between 
thr Indus and Malacca, or 
islands north of the Equator or 
Bericoolen, to be at the discre¬ 
tion of the Cohrt, subject to 
the Board, who are to record 
their rr.i^ins. (Sect. II.) 

Licenses for other places 
1 further North than .11 degrees 
south latitude, and between 64 
and 150 degrees east longitude, 
to be granted by the Board, 
who are to frame rules for the 
same, and in cases not tailing 
within the rules, they are to 
record the special circumstances 
and communicate the same to 
the Court of Directors. (Sect. 
12 .) 

The approval of the Board 
to duties imposed in India ne¬ 
cessary to their validity. (Sect. 
25. 

Die Board to grant licences 
to South Sea whalers to sail 
within certain limits, and no 
such ship under 350 tons to sail 
without licence. (Sect. 32.) 

The Board to have lull power 
over all colleges and seminaries 
ttbroud ami at* home. (Sect. 
42 and 43.) 

Duties in India on Compa¬ 
ny’s nnd private trade goods to 
be subject to the controul of 
the Board. (Sect. 67.) 

The Board to have controul 
over the apportionment of any 
yurt of the territorial revenue 
(except sums issued in India to 
make good home payments on 
account of territorial charges) 
or 


No gratuity 
to be good 
above £600, 
unless con¬ 
firmed by the 
Board. Sec. 1. 
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a* e ' s oi», 






1773. 

1777. 

1779. 


13 Geo. IIL 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo III. 

BOARD of Commis- ) 

. 


Cap. 61. 

sioners, continued J 





1781. 

1784. 

1786. 

1788. 

1791. 

21 Geo. III. 

24 Geo. III. 

26 Geo. III. 

28 Geo, III. 

31 Geo. Ill 

Cap. 65. 

Cap. 25. 

Cap. 57. 




Copies ofietters, &c. to be re¬ 
turned to the Directors within 
fourteen days, &c. Intended 
despatches concerning the civil 
or military government of the 
British territories in the East- 
Indies, were to be forwarded 
to the Board within fourteen 
days after requisition made, 
otherwise the Board may pre¬ 
pare and forward such des¬ 
patch to the Directors, who 
are to forward the same to In¬ 
dia, (Sect* 10 to 13.) 


Debts) 


BRITISH SUBJECTS 


i 

i 

.. 




Recites the 
bond debt to 
have been 

reduced to 

*£1,500,000. 
(Sect. 1. ) 



i 

< 

< 

t 

4 

\ 

] 


British sub¬ 
lets to reside 
in a principal 
ettlement in 
ndia or within 
en miles of 
ne, unless li¬ 
en sed to pro- 
eed further. 
Swt.Ml; 

Not to fti'tid 
ndia or China 
goods to Eu¬ 
rope (Sect.30*) 


Debts owing 
them by the Na- ) 
bob of Arcot to 
be enquired into 
by the Court of 
Directors, and a 
fund formed fbr 
their discharge. 
(Sect 37.) 


British sub¬ 
jects resid ingin 
the Company’s 


possessions amenable to 
the courts of justice there¬ 
in ; and those who reside in 
the Company's possessions 
on the coast of Coromandel, 
in the Carnatic, in the five 
northern cirears, including 
the parts thereof in Orissa, 
dominions of the Soubah 
of the Deckan, the Nabob 
of Arcot, or the Rajah of 
Tanjore, to be subject to 
the Courts of Oyer &c.. 
Mayors Court at Madras, 
&c. (Sect. 29 and 30.) 











































































33 Geo. III. 


55 Geo. III. 


7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 52. 


37 Geo. III. 39&40G.III. 47 Geo. III. 


51 Geo. IH. 


Cap. 79. 


53 Geo. III. 


Cap. 165. 


thereon. The Board may send orders to the Secret Com- \ 
mittee of Directors respecting the making’ war, peace, 
treaties, &c. who are to forward them to India. The ! 
Board are not to nominate any servants of the Company* 
nor to increase salaries, nor to order gratuities, exceiit 
proposed by the Directors. (Sect. 9 to 19.) 

The Board to be satisfied that sickness is the cause of 
military officers remaining- from India more than five years, 
before such officer can be suffered to return. (Sect. 70,) 

To approve regulations for carrying British or Irish 
manufactures to China in case of a cession of territory 
separate from the Continent of China, and also for carry- I 
i ing on trade by British subjects from the north-west coast 
of America to the isles of Corea and Japan, and to Canton. 
(Sect 76, 78 to 80.) 

Should the Company not export a sufficient quail- 
i tity ot naval stores, the Board may permit individuals to 
ship the same on their own account in the Company’s 
shipping; and should there not be tonnage sufficient, may 
order the provision of a further quantity, as also for pri¬ 
vate trade, beyond 3,000 tons if found I’cMiuudtc. but from 
which the Directors may appeal to the King. (Sect. 83,87, 
and MH ,) 

May allow individuals to import calicoes, &c. if the Com¬ 
pany do not import a sufficient quantity. (Sect. 85.) 

May regulate the rate of >n promt r-tr. id'* 

(Sect. 90 and 91.) 

May oil complaint of want of conaupiveB direct the 
mi to timing. tt.:- private trade. 

(Sect. 9CL) 

To approve regulations made by the Directors for the 
sales of raw silk, sugar, cotton yarn, &c. &c., private- I 
| trade and Company’s ; such regulations to have the force 
i of by-laws. (Sect 101 ) 

Powers of the first Board not to cease till the second 
Board appointed ; and their powers by 28 Geo. III. Cap. 

28,and 3] Goo. Ill Cup. 10, respecting payment of King’s 
forces, &c. continued as though specially enacted in this 
act. (Sect. 149 and 149 ) 


*. or of loans it Tmli* to o>m- I 
mercial persons ; and the Court 

- of Directors to deliver to the - 

Board copies of all proceedings, and dispatches 
relating to the appropriation of the revenue 
and loan** to investment, and no dispatches 
r« nting fiber do *• be sent r 0 India fill approved 
bv the Board ( Sect. KS — m /Q.) 

1 ii • Board to return dispatches in a reason- 
ttWetimc, not tiefOo j two mm.ilia. (Sect. 71.) 

The proceedings of the Boaid may be signed 
by the chief or uMiftont secretary. (Sect. 72.) 

Secret CommitfieO DOt to .Ji'patehe- 

without the ■ ? Dio IJoanft. (Sect. 73.) 

The Board may require abstracts, lOCOiml* 
and statements to be pr^pn^d by th e Direc¬ 
tor*. (Sect. 78 ) 

J );UT< nr, M,.fc t' f ' n Up VRi ■nicil'f lf| India, 
without the approbation of the Board, ex¬ 
cept in the office* ami appointment* 
of Members of Council, 

General officers on the staff, 

Advocate and Attorney General, 

Attorneys, 

Chaplains, or in any offices or employ¬ 

ments usually filled by uncovenanted servants, 
Writers, Cadets, and Assistant surgeons to be ap¬ 
pointed by the Directors as heretofore. (Sect.8l.) 

Restorations of servants not to be valid with¬ 
out t»*e rnfieenc of (lie Beard. (Sect. B3.) 

No gratuity to be good above X600, unless 
confirmed by the Board, (Sect. 88 ) 

The King mny grant superannuations to 
the officers of the Board. (Sect. 9J.) 


Till the bond debt i. reduced to X 1.500,000 
(hr *urplu« |n ulitx licit f . |)C applied to rl.r 
in- reuse • >( Clio dividend beyond £ 10 per cent. 
(Sect. Ill, .11. 2- ) 

An account of the bond debt and rates of 
I interest thereon, to be laid before Parliament 
J within the first fourteen sitting days after 
i the 30th March in each ypnr (Sect. 12*u 


BritishTiorn subjects appointed collectors, 
&c> to take an oath not to receive any pre¬ 
sents, &c., and to render a just account of all 
I monies received ; British subjects in the 
' King s or Company’s service receiving or de¬ 
manding presents, &c. such aet to be deemed 
extortion, and to bo punished as a mis¬ 
demeanour. (Sect. 61 to 64 ) 

Amenable to Courts in India and in Great 
Britain for acts committed in India. (Sect 
1 07.) 

May under certain regulations and restric¬ 
tions export to and import from any port, &e. 
of China, which may eventually be ceded hy 
the Chinese Government; and to and from any 
of the ports or settlements in India, certain 
articles. See Private Trade and Traders. 
(Sect. 76 to 106, and 129 to 145.) 


Cap. 14,2. 

Residing _ Convicted of 
within the ju- offences for 

risdictionofthe which thev_— 

Governments would have ’been liable 
of Madras and before the passing of this 
Bombay, sub- Act to be transported, or 
jec-t to the Re- | which would have ex¬ 
cord effs Courts; eluded them from the 
for crimes com- I benefit of clergy, may 
mitted therein, be transported to New 
as well as with South Wales ,• the period 
in the territo- of transportation in the 
lies of native first instance at the op- 
princes in al- tion of the Court; in the 
linnce with such second, for life. Natives 
Governments, of India born of Indian 
(Sect. 10.) parents, not tn be *mns- 
Not to lend ported. No offence to 
or be concern- be punished with trails- 
ed in raising portation (except substi- 
any money for tuted for capital punish- 
native ( ment). 


The revenues nristng from 
territorial acquisitions in India, 
to be applied fourthly towards 
liquidation of mn irnnal or bond 
debt. (Sect. 55.) 

The profit* of the Company 
in England to be applied 
fourthly in reduction of Indian 
debt, or bond debt at home. 

.(Sect- 57.) 




( B ) 


. AW.—By the 

4 Cro. III. 
— Cap- 41, bind 
debt might Ik* in¬ 
creased to 3,000,000; 
by the 47 Geo. 111. 
Cap. 41, to5,00U,00O, 
and by 51 Geo.III. 
Cap. 64, to 7,000,000. 







































































miST/fy 



<SL 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


BRITISH SUBJECTS | 
eontinwd .j 


Cap, (33. 


BY LAWS 


Note. By the Char¬ 
ter of William III. 
the General Court to 
make By-Laws, and 
a Committee to be 
appointed annually for 
the purpose of 
snectingand inquiring 
into the execution ol 
them. 


CAPITAL STOCK... 


1777, 

17 Geo. III. 


Supreme Court at Fort WvB- j 
ham may make by-laws for the 
regulation of its practice. 
(Sect. 13.) 

By-laws may be made, if not 
repugnant to the laws of the 
realm,by the Governor Genera? 
and Co officii for Fort William 
and subordinates, to be regis¬ 
tered in the Supreme Court 
with their consent, and affixed 
at the India House, lurt may 
be appealed from to the King in 
Couneif, who may repeal them. 
By-laws, &c. so formed, to be 
transmitted to the Secretary 
of State, and, if his Majesty 
do not disapprove them 
within two years they are to 
be valid. (Sect. 36 and 37.) 


Transfers of stock to qualify 
for votes at the elections of 
Directors, &c. void, and stock 
so transferred to become the 
property of the party to whom 
transferred. (Sect. 3.) 


1779. 1781 

19 Geo. III. 21 Geo. III. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

81 Geo. III. 





May be re- i 
deemed after 
lstM«rchl79T, 
upon three 
years’ notice 
from the 
Speaker of the 
House of Com¬ 
mons, (Sect. 
507.) 



























































MINlSr^ 




J 793. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1797. 


1799. 


1807. 


1811. 


37 Geo. III. 39&40G.III, 47 Geo. III. 51 Geo. Ill 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Cap. 142. Cap. 79. 


native Princes 
without the 
consent of the 
Court of Di¬ 
rectors, or one 
of the Govern- 
ments in India; 
parties offend¬ 
ing to be pu¬ 
nished as for 
a misdemea¬ 
nour, and secu¬ 
rity for money 
lent contrary 
thereto, to be 
void. Reports 
on informations 
against parties, 
in such case, to 
be forwarded to 
the Directors. 
(Sect. 28, 29.) 


raent), unless com¬ 
mitted three months 
after this Act should 
have been published 
in India } &c, Par¬ 
ties returning from 
transportation be¬ 
fore their period 
&o. expired, to be 
punished as felons 
without benefit of 
j clergy. His Majes¬ 
ty may extend bis 
mercy to offenders. 
(Sect. 13 to 16.) 

When parties die 
intestate and no next 
of kin or creditor 
appears, the Re¬ 
gistrars of the Ec¬ 
clesiastical Courts 
are to grant letters 
of administration, 
and to bring the as¬ 
sets of deceased into 
those courts ; but if 
next of kin or cre¬ 
ditors establish their 
claim, letters of ad¬ 
ministration to be 
granted them. (Sect. 
21 and 22.) 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 


Capital stock of £5,000,000 may be in¬ 
creased to .£6,000,000 at the rate of £200 
per cent-; or at such rate as the Court of Di¬ 
rectors, with the consent of the Treasury, may 
approve ; to receive the same rate of dividend 
as the old stock; and a further dividend of 
10s. percent, from the separate fund. (Sect. 
Ill and 124.) 

Five-sixths of the ultimate surplus of pro¬ 
fits of trade, &c. to be paid into the bank for 
the formation of a fund of £12,000,000 as a 
guarantee to the Proprietors for the capital 
stock of £6,000,000 at £200 per cent- (Sect. 
Ill and 121.) 


(B 2) 


IVote. — By 
the 37Geo,Iir. 
Cap. 31,, Ca¬ 
pital stock 
might be in- 
CTVMttt to 
£ 8 , 000 , 000 . 














































COIN 


COLLEGES and Se¬ 
minaries . 


} 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


1777. 

17 Geo. III. 


1779. 

19 Geo. III. 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


178C. 

26 Geo. III. 


1788. 

[ 1791. 

28 Geo. III. 

31 Geo. III. 


COMMANDER-IN-1 
CHIEF .J 


The Comman¬ 
der-in-Chief, 
if a member 
of the Coun¬ 
cil of Ben¬ 
gal, Madras, or 
Bombay, to 
rank as second, 
but not to suc¬ 
ceed ns Gover¬ 
nor General or 
Governor re¬ 
spectively, un¬ 
less specially 
appointed so to 
do; and not to 
receive any sa¬ 
lary as member 
of Council, ex¬ 
cept specially 
allowed, (Sect. 
38.) 


In Bengal to 
have precedence 
I in Council next 
after the Gover¬ 
nor General. At 
Madras and 
Bombay to be 
also second in 
Council. (Sect. 
It). V 


Not neces¬ 
sarily of the 
Council in any 
of the presi¬ 
dencies ; but 
may be ap¬ 
pointed by the 
Directors, 
Members of 
Council. 

The Direc¬ 
tors may ap¬ 
point the Com- 
mander-m- 
Chief in Ben¬ 
gal, Governor 
General, or the 
Commander- 
in Chief at 
Madras and 
Bombay, Pre¬ 
sidents there, 
(Sect. 5 


>& 6 .) ! 






































17»3. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1799 , 


1807* 




1811, 


1797 . 

37 Geo. III. 39&4.0G.III. 47 Geo. III. 51 Geo. III. 


1813 . 

53 Geo. III. 

Cap. 155. 


1815 . 

55 Geo. III. 


Counterfeiting coin the cur¬ 
rency of India punishable with 
transportation. (Sect. 116) 
Having in possession more 
than five pieces of counterfeited 
coin punishable by fine or impri¬ 
sonment. (Sect, no.) 

Uttering counterfeit coins 
knowingly, punishable 5 first of¬ 
fence, with six months impri¬ 
sonment ; second offence, with 
two years imprisonment: third 
offence, with transportation for 
life. (Sect-117.) 

Certificates of former convic¬ 
tions in the Courts, sufficient 
proof of such conviction. (Sect. 
118.) 


The Commander-in-Chief, if a member of . 

the Council of Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, to 

rank as second, but not to succeed as Gover- —---— 

nor General or Governor respectively, unless specially 
appointed ; and not to receive salary as member of council 
unless specially allowed. (Sect. 30, 32.) 

When the Commander-in-Chief in India, not being 
Governor General also, should be at the Presidencies of 
Madras or Bombay, to be a member of the council there, 
the provincial Commandcr-in-Chief, if of the council, to 
sit and deliberate, but not to vote during such period. 
(Sect. 33.) 

His Majesty may remove Commander-in-Chief, &c., 
the Court of Directors may also do the same, except in 
the case of those appointed by the King, through the 
default of appointments by the Court. (Sect 26.) De¬ 
parture from India or arrival in Europe deemed resig¬ 
nation of office. (Sect. 35 to 37.) 

Demanding or receiving presents, wilful neglect of the 
orders of the Court of Directors, or making corrupt 
bargains for giving up or obtaining offices, deemed mis¬ 
demeanours at law; amenable to the Courts in India and 
in Great Britain, for acts committed in the territories 
of the native princes or against them or their subjects, 
the same as if committed in the British territories, No 
action to be stayed or suit compromised by the Court 
of Directors, but by the consent of the Board of Com¬ 
missioners. (Sect. 62, 63, 65.) 

I 


.. * Colleges and , Seminaries 

abroad to be subject to the 
Board of Commissioners. 

___ ( Sect> 42 .) 1 - 

Provisions for schools, &c. in India for the benefit of 
the natives to be regulated by the Governor General, 
subject to the control of the Board, but appointment to 
offices therein to be made by the local governments. 

: (Sect.43.) 

The College, and Military Seminary in England to 
| be continued. 

The Directors, with the approbation of the Board, to 
i make rules and regulations for the same, and may 
make representations respecting alterations or additions 
by the Board. (Sect. 44.) 

Bishop of London to exercise visitorial jurisdiction at 
the East-India College. (Sect. 45.) 

No person to he appointed a writer until he shall have 
kept four terms, and shall have procured a certificate of 
conformity to the rules. (Sect. 46.) 

Establishment of offices in the College and Military Se¬ 
minaries to he subject to the Board of Control. (Sect. 47.) 

Principal and professors exempt from parochial re¬ 
sidence. (Sect. 48.) 


. Vacancies in office of Com¬ 
mander-in Chief to be supplied 
by the Court of Directors, sfib- 
, ject to his Majesty’s approba¬ 
tion. (Sect. 80.) 

If resident in England at the 
time of appointment, to receive 
passage moneyas follows: 

Commander-in-Chief in India 
£2,500. 

Do. Fort St. George, 
£ 2 , 000 . 

Do. Bom bay, £ 1,500. 

(Sect. 89.) 


1826 . 

7 Geo. IV. 






Note. By 45 
i ■ > I i t cap. 
36. When the 
offices of Go¬ 
vernor General 
and Comman¬ 
der-in-Chief 
are vested m 
the same per¬ 
son, the pro¬ 
vincial Com- 
mander-in- 
Cliiet in Ben¬ 
gal may be ap¬ 
pointed second 
in Council 
(Sect. 1J 
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COURTS: 

-— Martial, 

-> Mayors , 


<SL 


the Supreme Court* (Sect. IR 
and 20.) 

The Judges of the Mayor’s 
Court to take and transmit I 
home, the evidence on prosecu¬ 
tions depending in England, 
(Sect. 40 to 45.) 


of Requests 


-— Country \ 

and Provincial J 


1773. 

1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

1784. 

1786. 

1788. 

13 Geo. III. 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 

24 Geo. III. 

26 Geo. III. 

28 Geo. III. 

Cap. 63* 



Cap. 70. 

Cap. 25. 

Cap. 57, 


Recited, that King Geo. IId., 
by Charter dated 8tli January, 
in the twenty-sixth year of his 
reign, erected the Mayors' 
Courts at Calcutta, Madras, and 
Bombay. (Sect. 13.) 

The Mayors’ Court at Cal¬ 
cutta annulled, the records of 
which to be delivered over to 




The Judges of 
the Mayor’s Court 
to send home the 
evidence on pro¬ 
secutions de¬ 

pending in Eng¬ 
land. (Sect, 78 
to 79.) 

The Judge s 
of the Mayors 
Court to trans¬ 
mit home the 
evidence on 
prosecutions 
depending in 

1 England.(Sect. 
28.) 





u 


1791. 

31 Geo-III. 



These Courts may cause 
fines laic! by the Court 
of Judicature in England, 
for extortion, &c. in India, 
to be levied on delin - 
quent’s property in India. 
(Sect. 27.) 

Mayor’s Court at Ma¬ 
dras to have jurisdiction 
over all British subjects 
on the coast of Coroman¬ 
del, &c. (Sect. SO.) 

These Courts may ad¬ 
mit proof of deeds, &c. 
executed in England on 
the oath of a credible 
witness deposing to hand¬ 
writing. (Sect. 38.) 


British sub¬ 
jects to register I 

- in these Courts■-— 

the names of their native 
agents, stewards, partners, 
&c. (Sect. 13.) 

Appeals from these Courts, 
to be made to, and determined 
by the Governor General and 
Council as a Court of record 
(styled the Sudder Dewannee 
Adawlut). (Sect. 21.) 

The Governor General to 
frame regulations for the Pro¬ 
vincial Courts, which if not 
disallowed or amended hv his 
Majesty within two years, to 
he of force. 

Provincial Magistrates not 
subject to the Supreme Court 
for judicial acts. (Sect. 23 
to 26.) 












































































1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1797. 

37 Geo. III. 

Cap. 142. 


1799. 

S9&40G.III, 

] 807. 

47 Geo. III. 

1811. 

51 Geo. III. 

Cap. 79. 

Cap. 68. 



1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Cap. 155. 

Governments in India em¬ 
powered to hold Courts Mar¬ 
tial (Sect. 96.) 


1820. 

7 Geo. IV. 


British subjects amenable (to Courts in 
India) for offences committed against native 
princes and their subjects not within the 
Company’s territories, the same as for acts 
committed in their dominions. 

The Court of Directors not to compound 
depending suits without the consent of the 
Board of Commissioners; and after judgment 
given, no sentence to be remitted, nor persons 
suspended, or dismissed, by such sentence, to 
be restored. ( Sect. 67 to 69.) 

Manner of suing for penalties, &c. for illicit 
trading, &c. (Sect- M6, 141.) 


Records of 
the Mayor’s 
Courts, or the 
Courts of Oyer 
and Terminer, 
to he deposited 
in the new 
Courts j and 
on the publica¬ 
tion of the new 
Char ter, the ju¬ 
risdiction of the 
Mayor's Court 
to cease. (Sect. 
17 and 1&) 




Jurisdictions 
of the Courts 
of Requests at 
Calcutta, Ma¬ 
dras, and Bow- 
I buy, extended 
i to demands not 
1 exceeding in 
! value eighty 
current rupees. 
(Sect. 30 ) 


. .. 1 Regulations 

of the Gover- 

- —— nor General in 

Council, which affect parties 
amenable to the Provincial 
Courts, to be regulated in 
the judicial department, form¬ 
ed into a code, and printed 
with translations in the coun¬ 
try languages ; the Provincial 
Courts to regulate their de¬ 
cisions by these Regulations. 

No action for wrong to lie 
against any judicial officers 
for any order of court; but 
if any information is intended, 
it must be brought according 
to 21 Geo. III. cap. 70. 


The Gover¬ 
nor General 

and Council at'---- 

1 Fort William and Go¬ 
vernment ami Council of 
Madras, may order in 
what manner the Courts 
of Requests should in 
future be formed, and to 
what amount, not exceed¬ 
ing 400 sicca rupees, their 
jurisdictions should ex¬ 
tend ; may make rules and 
new forms of proceedings, 
notifying the same by pro¬ 
clamation. (Sect. 17.) 


Governor in 
Council of Fort 
St, George may 
frame regula¬ 
tions for Pro¬ 
vincial Courts 
under that Pre¬ 
sidency, the 
same as the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral and 

Council for 
Courts under 
them. (Sect. 

1U 


Governor in 
Council at 
Bombay may 
frame regula¬ 
tions for such 
Provincial 
Courts as are 
under that Pre¬ 
sidency, the 
same as the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral may do for 
the Presiden¬ 
cy of Bengal. 
(Sect. 13.) 
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1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


I 

1777. J 1779. 

17 Geo. III. 19 Geo III. 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


( (M il lS 


- OK JUD1CA- J 

TURK generally ... ( 


Cap. G3. 


Cap. 70. 


1784. 1786. 1788. 

81 Geo. III. 2G Geo. 111. 28 Geo. III. 


Cap. 25. Cap. 57. 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 




I 






-- SUPREME OF 

Judicature at 
Fort William... 






H is Majesty by Charter or ......... 

Letters-patent, may erect a 

Supreme Court of Judicature- 

at Fort William in Bengal, to consist of a 
Chief Justice and three other Judges, who 
are to lie barristers of not less than five 
years’ standing, to be named by the King. 

The Supreme Court to appoint officers, 
and to fix their salaries with the approbation 
of the Governor General in Council; to form 
rules of practice; to be a court of record, and 
of oyer and terminer, and of gaol delivery for 
the town of Calcutta, factory of Fort Wil¬ 
liam, and subordinate factories. Its juris¬ 
diction to extend to all British subjects in 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, under the pro¬ 
tection of die Company, in all cases, civil, 
criminal, ecclesiastical or admiralty, except 
in regard to the Governor General and 
Council, unless for treason or felony. Suits 
may be heard between British subjects and 
natives, for contracts, &r. beyond 500 rupees, 
provided it is agreed in such contract to 
abide by the decision of the Supreme Court. 
The Cover nor General, Council, and Judges, 
not subject to arrest. Appeals from this 
Court may he made to the King in Council. 
The Mayor’s Court at Calcutta to be sup¬ 
pressed, and the record*, &e. to be delivered 
over to the Supreme Court. Salary of the 
Chief Justice to be.£8,000, and of each of the 
Judges <£6,000 per annum, to commence, 
when parties appointed are in England, on 
their embarkation j when in India, upon 
their taking upon them the execution of the 
office.. Restricted from taking any presents, 
he. he. (Sect. 13 to 23J 

Offences brought before the Supreme 
Court to be tried by a Jury of British sub¬ 
jects residing at Calcutta. No judgment 
of* the Court against any of the Company’s 
servants to be released or compounded, or 

any 


To examine 
witnesses, and 
transmit home 
evidence on pro¬ 
secutions before 
new court of ju¬ 
dicature, on a 
mandamus from 
the Court of 
King’s Bench. 

(Sect. 78 and 
79.) 


The Gover¬ 
nor General 
and Council 
not amenable 
to the Supreme 
Court in their 
public capaci ty. 
Theproductiou 
of their orders, 
to justify per¬ 
sons acting under them, 
but the competency of the 
Court as extending to Bri¬ 
tish subjects, not affected 
thereby. (Sect. 1 to 3.) 

Persons complaining 
against Go vein or Gen end, 
he. on oath, and giving 
bond to prosecute in 
England, Supreme Court 
to compel the production 
of orders, and to examine witnesses 
which are to he taken as evidence in 
the Courts of Westminster. (Sect. 
5 and 6 ) 

To have no jurisdiction in matters 
of revenue, nor over persons on ac¬ 
count of their being landholders, &c, 
&c., nor on account of their being 
employed by the Company or by na¬ 
tives of Great Britain, or by their 
descendants, excepting in actions for 
trespasses or in civil suits, agreed to 
be referred to the Court. (Sect. 8.to 
10 .) 

A register to be kept of natives 
amenable to the Court. (Sect. 11 
to 16.) 

To determine between natives 
according to their laws and usages, 
to frame forms of process &c., to be 
transmitted to one of the Secretaries 

of 


Parties found 
guilty in Eng¬ 
land of extor¬ 
tion, Sec. in In¬ 
dia, and not pos¬ 
sessed of suffi¬ 
cient property 
in England to 
pay adjudged 
fines, may he 
proceeded 
against in India, 
qu the tran- 1 
script of the 
extracts of the 
Court of Ex¬ 
chequer being 
filed in the Su¬ 
preme Court, 
the same as 
though the pro¬ 
perty were 
in England. 
(Sect. 27.) 

British sub¬ 
jects residing in 
India, amena¬ 
ble to Courts 
there for all 
crimes. (Sect, 
29.) 

Supreme 
Court may ad¬ 
minister proof 
of deeds, he. 
executed in 
England, on 
oath of credi¬ 
ble witnesses 
deposing to 
handwriting, 
(Sect. 38.) 
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MINIS?*/ 



1793. 

1797. j 1799. 

1807. 

1811. 1813. 

1815. 

S3 Geo. III. 

37 Geo. III. ! 39& 40 G.III. 

! ! 

47 Geo. III. 

1 

51 Geo. III. 53 Geo. III. 

55 Geo. III. 


Cap, 52. 


Cap. 117. Cap. 79. 


Cap. 155. 


. King’s Court's regularly to 

hold Sessions four times in 

- every year, (Sec. 102.) - 

Judges when resident in England at the 
time of their appointment, to be granted pas¬ 
sage money as follows, viz . 

Chief Justice at Fort William .. .£1,500 

Ditto Madras .. 1,200 

Recorder of Bombay .. 1,000 

Ditto Frinee of Wales’1 . 

Island. ..J I,0C0 

Eacli Puisne Judge .. 1,000 

(Sec. 89.) 

The Advocate General may exhibit infor¬ 
mation to the King’s Courts in matters of 
revenue. Ex- officio informations may be filed. 
(Sec. 100 to 103.) 

The Company’s Advocate General to file 
information for debts due to his Majesty. 
(Sec. 111.) 

Jurisdiction of the King’s Courts not to be 
barred by appeal from the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut to the King’s Courts. (Sec. 107.) 

Admiralty jurisdiction of the King’s Courts 
extended. (Sec. 110.) 

Provincial Courts of the highest jurisdiction 
may arrest in civil or criminal process with¬ 
in the Presidencies, notwithstanding the ju¬ 
risdiction of the King’s Court. (Sec. 113.) 


On the death, 
&ze. of any of the 
Puisne Judges 
of the Supreme 
Court of Judi¬ 
cature in Ben¬ 
gal, the Court ; 
shall consist of 
a chief justice 


British subjects amenable to the Supreme 
Court for acts committed out of British terri¬ 
tories in India, the same as though committed 
within them; the Court of Directors not to 
compound depending suits without leave of 
the Board of Commissioners ; and after judg¬ 
ment given, no sentence to be released, nor 
persons suspended or dismissed by such sen¬ 
tences, to be restored. (Sect-67 to G9.) 

Mode of suing for penalties, &c. &c. forilli- and two other 
cit trading, &c. &rc. (Sect. 140, 1H ) judges only, 

To issue commissions on the warrant of the instead of three. 
Governor General in Council, for appointing The King may 
Justices of the Peace, and on resignation of the direct pensions 
Governor General, &c., may supersede such to be paid to 
commissions and issue new ones. (Sect. 151.) Judges, out of 
Admiralty jurisdiction of the Supreme the revenue of 
Court extended to the high seas, (Sect. 156,) India, after 

seven years’ ser¬ 
vice. To the 
Chief Justice, 
£2,000 per an¬ 
num; to each 
of the other 


judges £1,500. Where the matter 
in dispute does not exceed 1,000 
pagodas, the Supreme Court may 
direct depositions of witnesses to be 
filed of record or not. 

The Court of Directors to order 
the Chief Justice to require the offi¬ 
cers of the Supreme Court to make a 
return, on oath, of their salaries and 
fees, for three years preceding such 
order; parties making a false return 
to forfeit their office, and be rendered 
incapable of holding any office under 
the Company. 

Judges to report to the Governor 
General and Council what offices 
should be continued, what abolished, 
and what retrenchment can be made ; 

and 


The salaries 
of the Judges 
to cease on 
their quitting India. 
When a vacancy occurs 
in the office of Recorder 
at Bombay, the junior 
Puisne Judge of the Su¬ 
preme Court at Madras 
to take the office. (Sect. 
9 and 10.) 

The power of the Su- 
| preme Court of Judicature 
| at Fort William extended 
to Benares, and to all 
places that may become 
subordinate to Fort Wil¬ 
liam. When British sub¬ 
jects die intestate and 
no next of kin or credi¬ 
tors appear, the Regis¬ 
trar of the Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal Court to have letters 
of administration granted 
him to collect the assets of 
the deceased, and bring 
them into court; but if 
next of kin or creditors ap¬ 
pear, the letters to be re¬ 
called from the Registrar 
and granted them. 

The Judges may make 
rules, &c- for extending 
to insolvent debtors the 
relief intended by Act 32 
Geo. II. commonly called 
the Lords’ Act- 

His Majesty may ap¬ 
point the Judges of this 
Court with or without 
other persons. Commis¬ 
sioners for the trial and 
adjudication 




(C) 



1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 















































MiN/sr^ 






1773. 

1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

13 Geo. III. 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 

Cap. 63. 



Cap. 70. 


COUKTS: 

- OF JUDICA-^ 

TUKE AT FORT > any suit discharged, except by the consent 
Wrt t t 4 itr /*r>w tiwiPtf I of three-fourths of the Directors, and also 

.'.. ' of three-fourths of a General Court of Pro- 

prietors. No regulation of the Governor 
General and Council to be valid except re¬ 
gistered in the Supreme Court. (Sect. 34 
to 36,) 

Judges to act as Justices of the peace for 
the settlement of Fort William, and the sub¬ 
sidiaries, Offences charged against Judges, 
&c. may be tried in the Court of King’s 
Bench, and Governor Genernl in Council 
may take and transmit depositions of wit¬ 
nesses in evidence against them. Lord 
Chancellor, or Speaker of the House of 
Commons, may issue their warrants, and the 
Courts at Westminster their mandamus, for 
the exaimination of witnesses in India, by 
the Courts of Judicature there, the Gover¬ 
nor General, &c.; prorogation of Parlia¬ 
ment not to stop proceedings against delin¬ 
quents in India, nor any of the privileges 
of the Company to be violated. (Sect, 38 to 
to 46, p. 144 to 1 55 .) 


—— OF JuDICA-1 

ture at Madras > 
and Bombay . ) 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


of State for bis Majesty’s approval. 
(Sect. 17 to 20.) 

Judicial officers of country courts 
not amenable to the Supreme 
Courts for judicial acts; such offi¬ 
cers to have notice of informa¬ 
tions against them, and not obliged 
to put in bail till they shall decline 
to appear to answer. (Sect. 24 to 
26.) 


1786. 

26 Geo. III. 


1788.. 

28 Geo. III. 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 






















































1793. 

1797. 

1799. 

1807. 

1811. 

33 Geo. Iir. 

37 Geo. III. 

39 & 40 G. III. 

47 Geo. III. 

51 Geo. III. 




! 


Cap. 79, 


prize 
mari¬ 
time questions, &c. in 
India. (Sect. 20 to 25.) 


Cap. 142. 

' and if Governor General, &c. agree adjudication of 
with the majority of the judges, such causes, and other 
alterations to be made, subject to the 
Court of Directors, who are also to 
decide if the Court and Judges dis¬ 
agree ; in the mean time, the Su¬ 
preme Court may appoint provision¬ 
ally, to vacant offices. (Sect. 1 to 7.) 

If the Recorder of Madras or 
Bombay should die, and no succes¬ 
sor appointed by his Majesty should 
be on the spot, the Puisne Judge of 
the Supreme Court at Calcutta to 
proceed to the settlement and hold 
the office till a Recorder arrives ; to 
receive the salary of the Recorder 
while so acting,and his office of Judge 
not to be vacated thereby. (Sect. 

22 to 24.) 


His Majes¬ 
ty may erect 
Courts of Judi¬ 
cature at Madras and Bombay, to consist of the Mayor, 
three Aldermen, and u Recorder, who shall he a barrister 
of five years’ standing, and be appointed by his Majesty; 
their jurisdiction to extend to civil, criminal, ecclesiasti¬ 
cal, and admiralty cases ; to establish rules of practice ; to 
appoint officers; to be Courts of oyer and terminer and 
gaol delivery for Fort St. George and Bombay, and 1 to 
extend to British subjects resident within the British ter¬ 
ritories, subject to the Governments of Madras and Bom¬ 
bay respectively, as well as those residing in the territories 
ot native princes in alliance with them; to extend to all 
suits, &c. which may now be tried by the Mayor’s Courts 
of Madras and Bombay, or of the Courts of oyer and ter¬ 
miner and gaol delivery there. The powers of the Courts 
of Judicature not to extend to any information, &e. against 
the Governors and Councils respectively, except for trea¬ 
son or felony, or for any act done in their public capacity. 
The Recorder not subject to arrest; the powers of the 
Courts were not to extend to revenue matters, nor to per¬ 
sons on account of being concerned with the land or reve¬ 
nues, or from being employed by the Company, or by a 
native or the descendant of a native of Great Britain, but 
only to actions fdr wrongs or trespasses. The rights of 
families preserved according to the Mahomedan or Gen too 
laws. Matters of inheritance, succession, contracts, or 
dealings between natives, to be determined by the laws and 
usages of the natives, as if the action had commenced in 
ft native court; the Courts to make rules for the more 
speedy attainment of justice in accordance with the laws 
and usages of the natives. 

No action for wrong to be brought against a judicial 
officer for any order of Court, nor for any act done by 
virtue of such order; hut if any information is intended, 
it must be brought according to the 21st Geo. I f I. cap. 70. 
Appeals from these Courts may be mude to the King in 
Council. Records of the Mayors Cjourts and the Courts 
of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, to be deposited in 
the New Courts. The jurisdiction of the Mayors’ Courts, 
and of the Presidents and Councils as Courts of appeal, 
to cease on publication of the new charter establishing the 
Courts of Judicature. The Directors to cause to be paid 
to the Recorder of each Court £5,000 annually out of the 
revenues of the settlement; after five years’ service, Re¬ 
corders 


Upon the es¬ 
tablishment of 
a Supreme 
Court at Madras, the Re¬ 
corders’ Court there to cease 
and all its records, with 
those of the other courts 
(directed by the 37th Geo. 
III. cap. 142, to be trans¬ 
ferred to the Recorders’ 
Court) to be delivered to 
the Supreme Court, and the 
powers vested in the Re¬ 
corder, &c. to bo exercised 
by the Supreme Court. 
(Sect. 4 Si 5.) 

The salaries of thejudges 
of the Supreme Court to 
cease on leaving India. The 
junior puisne judge of Fort 
William not to fill the of¬ 
fice of Recorder at Bombay, 
except the Court at Madras 
should not be full; in that 
case the Judge to proceed to 
Fort William as directed by 
37Geo. III. cap, 142. Sect. 
9 & 10. 

British subjects dying in¬ 
testate and no next of kin or 
creditor appearing, the Re¬ 
gistrar of the Ecclesiastical 
Court, to have letters, &c. 
(the same as the Supreme 
Court ) Sect. 21 to 25.) 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 



1826. 

1 Geo. IV. 


(C 2) 


I 





































































MIN IST/ff, 




COURTS r 

- OF JuDICA- ] 

ture at Madras I 
and Bombaa, con - i 
tinned .J 


- of Judica- ' 

TURK FOR THE 

l rial of Of¬ 
fences COMMIT¬ 
TED in India.. 


1773. 

13 Geo. HI. 


Cap. 63. 


1777. 

17 Geo. III. 


1799. 

19 Geo. III. 


Cap. 61. 


178L 

21 Geo. nr. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


Cap. 65. 


Cap. 25 


DEBTS: 


Infoimations 
against parties 
accused of extor¬ 
tion, &c. in India, may be 
exhibited in the Court of 
King’s Bench, the record 
whereof to be delivered to the 
Lord High Chancellor, who, 
thereupon, is to issue a com¬ 
mission for the trial thereof; 
the parties accused may be 
committed, or, in case of non- 
appearance, the information 
to proceed. At the com¬ 
mencement of each session 
of Parliament, twenty-six 
Lords and forty Commoners 
to be chosen by ballot, who, 
with three Judges, are to 
form the commission for 
trying the accused. Members 
of the Board of Control, 
the Court of Directors, or 
persons having been employ¬ 
ed in India, not to form any 
part of the Court. Mode of 
proceeding- Party found 
guilty may be interrogated as 
to his effects, if adjudged to 
a penalty. If he does not 
answer, to forfeit his estate, 
and be committed. Deposi¬ 
tions taken in India deemed 
evidence. Writings received 
by the Court of ‘Directors 
from India, and copies of wri¬ 
tings sent by them to India, 
to be admitted as evidence, 
(Sect. 61 to 81.) 


1786. 1788. 

26 Geo. III. 28 Geo. III. 


Cap. 57. 


Ten Com¬ 
missioners com¬ 
petent to act ; 
majority to determine- Pre¬ 
sident to have the casting 
vote. If the number be 
reduced below 10, a new 
commission to be made out- 
(Sect. 1 to 14*.) 

Court of King’s Bench 
may issue warrants for ap¬ 
prehending persons accused, 
who may be committed or 
find bail. If accused par¬ 
ties cannot be found, or 
abscond, an order of the 
Court for their surrender to 
be inserted in the London 
Gazette, and to be affixed 
in the India House. Should 
the parties not then appear 
the information to proceed 
as though the plea of not 
guilty had been given. The 
judgments of the commis¬ 
sioners to be examined by 
the Court of King’s Bench, 
and to be final. Fines how 
to be recovered in England 
if property in England 
insufficient. Examinations 
in India to be sealed up and 
delivered to the Court of 
King’s Bench on oath. 
(Sect. 1 to 28.} 


A statement of the Com¬ 
pany’s debts in England, ex¬ 
clusive of their Bond debt, to 
be sent to the Treasury half- 
yearly. (Sect. 15.) 


A statement 
of the Com¬ 
pany’s debts in 
England, ex¬ 
clusive of their 
Bond debt, to 
be sent half- 
yearly to the 
Treasury. 

(Sect, 3.) 


Reciting the 
repayment of 
£1,400,000 lent 
to the Compa¬ 
ny. The Com¬ 
pany to pay 
! the public 1 
' £400,000 in 
[ discharge of all 
claims, to I8th 
March 1781. 
(Sect- 1.) 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 









































































1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


1797. 

37 Geo. III. 


1799. 

39 & 40G.III, 


Cap. 117. 


1807. 

47 Geo. III. 


1811* 

51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


1826, 

7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 37. 


corders may be allowed by his Majesty £1,200 per annum, 
if such sum with other allowance do not exceed the salary 
of a Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court. 

A vacancy in the office of Recorder to be filled by the 
junior Puisne Judge of Calcutta till a successor arrives; 
to receive a proportion of the salary while so acting, and 
not to vacate his appointment of Judge thereby. Re¬ 
corders not to be engaged in trade. To be tried in the 
same manner as Judges of the Supreme Court, AH new 
forms of process to he transmitted to the Board for hig 
Majesty’s approbation, but to be observed till approba¬ 
tion or alteration is received. (Sect. 9 to 27.) 


Courts may 
make rules 
and regulations 
with respect to 
qualification of 
Jurors, which 
shall be laid be¬ 
fore his Majes- 
! ty. (Sect. 2.) 


The Company to lay before Parliament 
annually, a statement of their debts abroad 
and at home. (Sect- 126, 311.' 


..... Interest of Indian debt to be 
<tafmyeu out of territorial reve- 

-- nue, and the territorial or Bond - 

debt to be liquidated as Directors, with the 
approbation of the Board, shall direct. (Sect- 
55.) 

Debts, except principal of Bond debt, 
to be paid out of home profits ; and Indian 
debt, or Bond debt at home, in what case to 
be defrayed out of home profits. (Sect. 57.) 

The surplus of territorial revenues and home 
profits applicable to the payment of certain 
debts ; and if debt again increased, reduction 
again to take place. (Sect. 59 and 60.) 

So much 33 Geo. III. cap. 52, as relates 
to the payment of a sum into the Exchequer 
or the receipt thereof, or to the payment into 
the Bank, repealed. (Sect. 61, 145.) 








































Qf INDIA 
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DIRECTORS: 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 




Cap. 63. 


Instead of an election of 
twenty-four directors for one 
year; six directors were to be 
chosen tor one; six for two; 
six tor three, and six tor four 
years, after which the Direc¬ 
tors were to be chosen for four 
years. 

In ease of a vacancy by 
death, &c., another director 
was to be chosen for the term 
the deceased, &e. had to serve. 
No person in the Company’s 
service in the East-Indies to be 
chosen tfll after a residence of 
two years 5n England. AH 
i collusive transfers, bonds, &c. 

; to qualify for votes for Directors, 

! or .>n qiHTHtiniu in the general 
‘ courts, void; the stock so trans¬ 
ferred to become the property 
of the party to whom trans¬ 
ferred, and all persons voting 
under such powers, and 
tmifforriug or reluming the 
same, to forfeit £ 1,000. jc 1,000 
stock possessed for twelve ca¬ 
lendar months qualifies for one 
vote, £3JOOO for two, j£<$,Q 0O 
for three, and jtlO/XK) for four. 
iVoprn fiiM on voting to take a 
certain oftfh. (Sect. I fo 6.) 

The Directors to send co¬ 
pies of despatches from the 
Governor General, 8rc. relat¬ 
ing to the management of the 
revenues, to the Commission¬ 
ers of the Treasury within four¬ 
teen days after receiving the 
same. (Sect. 9.) 

Directors may fill up va¬ 
cancies in the office of governor 
general, and after the expira- 
j tion of five years, may nomi- 
I liate and remove succeeding 
governors general. (Sect. 10.) 

| No sentence of the Supreme 
Court, or other Court of jus- 
; tice, to be compounded or dis¬ 
charged, nor dismissed ser¬ 
vants restored, without the con¬ 
sent of three-fourths of the 
Directors and Proprietors. 
(Sect, 35, p. IU to 152.) 


The 13 th 
April (the day 
appointed for 
tlie annual elec¬ 
tion of six di¬ 
rectors by 1.3th 
Geo. Ill, cap. 
03) in future 
such election to 
take place on 
the second 
Wednesday in 
April in each 
year. (Sect. 1, 
p. 145. 


Directors to 
settle with 
Paymaster Ge¬ 
neral, &e. &e. 
for tlie payment 
of allowances 
to King’s 
troops, and for 
repayment to 
' the Company 
, for victualling 
King’s troops 
in India, and 
for supply of 
naval and mi¬ 
litary stores. 
(Sect. 17 and 
'24.) 

No bills, &c. 
issued by Com¬ 
pany’s servants 
and payable in 
India, &c. to be 
paid in Eng- j 
land, without 
the consent of - 
eighteen Direc¬ 
tor* ; nor Dills, 
Ac. drawn nay. 

1 able in England 
to lx- paid, un- 1 
less accepted 
bjf wr by i 
of rl»e Court 
of Director*. 
(Sect. 27.) I 
wirh elm \ 
consent of bis ! 
Majesty, may 
•(jpoinr Gc\"t- 
nor G<mcr*l, ' 
and two conn- ( 
sellers to sue 
d ill of 
death. /Web 
36 to SB.) 


1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. 

19 Ged. Ill 

1781. 

81 Geo. III. 

1784. 

24 Geo, III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

! 

1788. 

28 Geo. Ill, 

1 

1791. ' 

31 Geo. III. 

Cap. 8. 


Cap. 65. 

Cap. 25. 

Cap. 25. 

-, 

Cap. 8. j Cap. 10. 


To arrange and 
settle the debts 
of the Nabob of 
A root owing to 
British subjects; 
to arrange the 
disputes between 
the Nabob of Ar- 
cot and the Ra¬ 
jah of Tan j ore $ 
and also to re¬ 
dress the griev¬ 
ances of other 
Rajahs, Zemin¬ 
dars,landholders, 
&c« &c. (Sect. 
37 to 30, 64,) 

In thr namfl 
of the Company, 
may exhibit in 
formations in the 
Court of King’s 
Dench, against 
persons guilty of 
extortion, &c. in 
the East-Indies, 
for trial by the 
new Court of 
Judicature, (Sect. 
CD. • 

Not to be mem¬ 
bers of the new 
Court o! Judica¬ 
ture. (Sect. 7u.) | 


His Majesty’s 
approbation nor. 
necessary to 
appointments of 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral, &e.made 
by the Direc¬ 
tors, Ac. (Sect- 

i.) 


Cap. 57. 

Directors not 
to be members 
of the new 
Court of Judi¬ 
cature. 


To lay be¬ 
fore Purl iameut 
annually ac¬ 
counts of re¬ 
ceipts,disburse¬ 
ments, & debts, 
at each of the 
Presidencies, 
(Sect. 5, 275,) 


With consent I 
of the Board of 
Commissioners 
may reverse the 
powers given to 
Earl Cornwallis 
as Governor 
General,and to 
his successor. 
(Sect. 1 to 6, 
233.) 
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1793. 

33 Geo III. 


Cap. 52. 

To deliver to the Board of Commissioners 
copies of all minutes, orders, resolutions, and 
proceedings of all Courts of Proprietors, gene¬ 
ral and speckil,and of ail Courts of Directors, 
within eight days after holding the same; 


1797. 


1799 . 


1807 . 


37 Geo. III. 39&40G.IIG 47 Geo. III. 


Cap. 117. 


Cap. 79. 


To frame re- May appoint 
filiations sub- with the appro- 
feet to the ap- bation of the 
proval of the 1 Board, what 
Board, for the part of the tern- 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


Cap. 68. Cap. 75. 


with copies of all letters, advertisements, and importation into tories, revenue, 


or civil servants 
which may be 
under the con¬ 
trol of the 
Presidency of 
Fort St. George 
and Bombay, 
shall be subject 


despatches received from India, &c. concern- and the expor¬ 
ing the civil or military government, or the tation from the 
revenues, directly after their receipt; and British posses- 
also all orders, &c. relating to civil, military, sions in India, 
or revenue affairs, previous to their being sent in ships of na- 
to India ; to forward to India orders and in- tions in amity 
struct!ons of the Board; the alterations the with his Ma- 
Board may make in any proposed despatch jesty, such 
to he forwarded, except on representation the commodities as to those Pre- 
Board may consent to alter the same ; if not, the Directors sidencies, or to 
the Board’s direction to be final. (Sect. 13 may allow; the that of Fort 
) Court of Pro- William, and 

If the Directors neglect to frame despatches prietors not to may alter such 
on civil, military, or revenue subjects beyond alter such re- arrangements, 
fourteen days after being requested so to do gulations, &c. (Sect. 10 
by the Board, they are in that case to for- (Sect. 1 to 3.) 
ward such as the Board may direct; but if 
the Board give any orders, or _ make any 
alterations relating to subjects which the Di- 
1 rectors may think do not regard civil, military, 
or revenue affairs, they may appeal to the 
King in Council, who is to decide. (Sect. 

Handle.) 

To appoint a secret committee to consist w ( % 

of not more than three Directors, who are to officers of the (Sect. 6 .) 
take a certain oath, &c. &c. (Sect. 20 to 23.) S aid Court to 
Orders of Directors regarding civil, mili- tnake a return 


The consent 
of the Directors 
and approba¬ 
tion of the 
Board, neces¬ 
sary for the es¬ 
tablishment of 
public banks in 
India. (Sect. 
8 to 10, 742.) 


1813. 

53 Geo. Ill 



Directors may 
restore military 
officers, with j 
consent of 
the Board of 
Commissioners. 

(Sect. 4 and 5, 
1070.) 


Cap. 142. 

To direct 
the Chief Jus- 
; tice of the Su- 
j pr»'ine Court 
to order the 


To order sa¬ 
laries to be paid 
out of the reve¬ 
nues of Madras 
to the Judges 
of the Supreme 
Court esta¬ 
blished there 
' by this Act. 




Judges and Government 
disagree, the Directors to 
decide. (Sect. 5 and 7.) 

Ten copies of the regula¬ 
tions of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral in Council passed in 
each year to be transmitted 
to the Directors. (Sect. 


tary, or revenue affairs, not to be revoked by 0 f their salaries and fees on 
the General Court after being approved by the oa th for three years ; the 
Board. (Sect. 23.) To fill up vacancies of Judges to report thereon to 
Governors, Counsellors, or Commanders-in- the Governor General in 
chief, &c. in India ; Members of Council being Council ; if report agreed 
always chosen from Senior Merchants of the Governor General, 
twelve years’ residence in India. If the Di- i & c , to carry the same into 
rectors neglect to fill up any vacancy for two : effect, subject to the orders 
months after the notification of the same ar- 0 f the Directors ; and if the 
rives from India, his Majesty may appoint 
thereto. Persons so appointed not to be re¬ 
called by the Directors. - May appoint to 
offices provisionally. (Sect. 25 to 27.) lhe 
King may remove any person m a civil or 
military station but the same must be noti¬ 
fied to the Chairman or Deputy Chairman for 

the information of the Directors ; the Direc- _ 

tors not precluded from recalling their officers 9 .) 
or servants. (Sect. 35 and 36.) I he Govern- To order <£5,000 per an- 
ments in India not authorized to make war, nlim to be paid to the Re- 
&c. (except in defence from aggressions made, corders of each of the 
or of preparations for the same), but by Che Courts of Madras and Bom 
express orders of the Directors, or the Secret hay. (Sent. 19.) 
Committee ; the Government of Bengal to British subjects not to 
communicate to the Directors, in the most i eil( j money, or be con- 
expeditious manner, the commencement of cemed in raising any for 
any war or treaty, with the reasons for the native Princes, &c. without 
same. (Sect. 42 and 43.) May suspend or the consent of the Diree- 
revive, with the consent of the Board, the tors or Of one of the Go- 
Governor General’s independent authority. 

(Sect. 55.) Not to send out more persons 
than necessary to fill up vacancies reported 
from India. (Sect. 59.) Wilful neglect by 
Governors, &c. of the Directors’ orders 
deemed a misdemeanor at law. (Sect. 65.) 

Not to stay or compound actions already 
commenced without the consent of the 
Board. Not to release or compound the sen 


(Sect. 


vemments in India. 

28.) 

On complaint made to 
the Governments in India 
against persons acting con¬ 
trary to this Act, the case 
to be laid before the law 
officers, whose report is to 
be transmitted to the Di- 


teneeof competent courts on Company’s ser- rectors, (Sect. 29.) 
vants ; nor to restore such aB may be re¬ 
moved or dismissed thereby; nor to permit | 

persons 


Cap. 155. 

So much of the Act of 33 
Geo. III., cap. 52, as re¬ 
quires the Directors to l«y 
before the Board invoices of 
cordage, &c. or as relates to 
tonnage, charges of freight, no¬ 
tices or registering ot private 
trade foods, or granting Hccn 
ces for the same, repealed, j 
Directors to sunctio*! all duties 
imposed In India. (Sect. 23 to 
fcV) 

Directors, to order distinct 
accounts to be kept of their po¬ 
litical and commeictaJ 
(Sect. 64.) 

Court to deliver to the Board 
copies of all proceedings and 
dispatches received relating to 
the appropriation of revenue, 
and loans to investments. (Sect, j 
69 ) 

The title of die Act 53 Gro. 
TIT,, cap. 155. to be inserted j 
in the Director’s with instead 
of 33 Geo. Ill , can. 52- 
(SM. 76. j 

In cases of eoualitv of votes ' 
in the Court of Director* or . 
Geperal Courts, the question 
to he conddervd rejected, *i 
••xrepi in ca^c» of two or more 
candidates for office, which are , 

1 Mill to b- : determined by lot. j 
! (Sect. 77.) 

I Directors to fill un vacancies 
j «»f Gnvfrnoniiiitd Commander*- 
1 tfi- chief, subject to his Mfyes- 
ty s approbation, but this not i 
to affect their right to recall. 
(Sect- fift.) 

TVirectors not to supply cer- 
| tuiu vacancies in India without 
the consent of the Board of 
i Control. (Sect.81.) 

Directors empowered to 
crane superannuation* to the 
Company’s servants in Eng¬ 
land (gectus.; 

Directum not grant nnv 
annuity exceeding .£600, sanc- 

. 1 li) -.he 

without the approbation of the 
Board Commissioners. 

(Sect. 88 ) 




1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 
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DIRECTORS: con-) 
timed .../ 


1773. * 
13 Geo. III. 


DIVIDENDS 


1777. 

17 Geo. Ill 


1779. 

19 Geo. III. 


Cap. 61. 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


1786. 

1788. 

26 Geo. III. 

28 Geo. III. 


1791. 

31 Geo. Ill, 


No dividend The whole . 

to be made by clear profits [ 

the Company arising from the ——,- 

before the 5th territorial acquisitions and 
April, 1780, of revenues to be applied, in 
more than 8 the first place, in paying a 
per cent, per dividend of 8 percent, on 
annum. (Sect, the capital stock ; in case of 
2 .) a surplus, one-fourth to be 

applied to increase the 
dividend, so as not to ex- 

-ceed 12^ per cent., and at 

the rate of not more than 1 percent, 
per annum. (Sect. 9 and 12.) 

Should the expense of victualling 
the King’s ships, (after the public have 
repaid one-fourth part thereof), disable 
the Company from paying a dividend of 
8 per cent., the public to repay a larger 
proportion than one-fourth. (Sect. 18 J 


1 














































1793. 

S3 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


- -- 1 

1797. 

37 Geo. III. 

1799. 

39 & 40 G.IIlJ 

1807. 
47 v Geo. III. 

1811. 

51 Geo. Ill* 








persons to return to India after five years’ 
absence, except in certain cases. (Sect. 68 to 
j 70.) To prepare regulations for the approval 
of the Board for the conduct of the trade be¬ 
tween the N. W. coast of America and the 
isles of Japan, the coasts of Korea, and Can¬ 
ton. (Sect. 78 arid 99.) To lay before the 
Board, in February in every year, an invoice 
of the quantities and sorts of naval stores 
exported in the preceding year, and if required 
by the Board, an account of similar articles 
intended to be exported in the ensuing season. 
(Sect. 83.) Should the Board, in the opinion 
Of the Directors, order too large an additional 


quantity of tonnage for private trade, they may 
petition the King in Council, who is finally to 
determine. (Sect. 88.) Not to make any 
advance in the rate of freight for private trade 
without the consent of the Board ; and every 
third year to report to the Board, whether any 
and what abatement may be made in the rates 
of freight, with their reasons for the same. 
(Sect. 90 and 91.) On representation by the 
private traders of insufficiency of agents in 
India, the Directors to license persons as free 
merchants to act as consignees there. (Sect. 
96.) To frame regulations, subject to the ap¬ 
probation of the Board, for sales of sundry 
articles, so as to encourage the private trade 
in raw materials- (Sect. 101*) With the 
consent of the Board may appropriate one 
crore of current rupees to the provision of in¬ 
vestment in India and China in each year, and 
us debts in India are reduced, may increase the 
investments in the same degree. (Sect. 107.) | 
To fix, with the consent of the Board, equita¬ 
ble rates of exchange for transferring the Indian 
I debt- (Sect. 108 ) To represent to the Trea¬ 
sury if the payments ordered by this Act to be 
made into the Exchequer or the Bunk should i 
be attended with inconvenience, (Sect. 121.) j 
Not to grant any new salary, pension, increase 
of salary, &c. beyond £200 per annum with¬ 
out the consent of the Board; and to lay 
before Parliament, annually, accounts of re- | 
ceipts and disbursements in India and in 
Great Britain, together with a statement of 
their debts in India and in England. (Sect. 
125 and 126.) To take a certain oath within 
ten days of being elected a Director, and not 
to act till oath taken* (Sect. 160, p. 290 to 
336.) 




i 






‘1813. 

53 Geo, III. 


Cap 155. 


1815. 

55 Geo. 1IL 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 



The profits of the Company in Great Bri- i 
tain, after providing for bills of exchange, and 
other current expenses, &c. to be applied to 
the payment of a dividend of £10 per cent, 
per annum. Should any surplus remain after 
the appropriations of this Act, a sixth part 
to be applied to the augmentation of the 
dividend. (Sect. Ill, Ji2J 

When the capital stock in the names of the 
1 Commissioners shall amount to £12,009,000, 
the dividend on that sum liable to make good 
1 any deficiency on the Company s capital 
stuck. (Sect 1140 

\!11 r |> 1 im-nt • i C W.Oni > mi > his Ma 
iesty’s Exchequer, half of which wfll be due 
to the public on the 1st July, 1793, and the 
1 other half on the 1st January, 1794, a further 
dividend of 10s. on the capital stock, to be 
made from the Company’s Separate Fund, 
making a dividend of 10J per cent, on the 
capital stock. (Sect. 124.) 



If 

(O) 


The profits of the Company 
I in England were to be applied 
! in the third instance in payment 
of a dividend of 10 per cent, till 
i srpurntf* fund was exhausted. 

I and then 10£ per cent. (Sect. 

! 57.) 

Dividend to be provided for 
I before home profits liable to 
territorial charges. (Sect. 58.) 

The 37th Geo TIT ., #oct- 9, 
directing the dividend of 10s. 
( per cent, upon the increased 
stock to be paid out of Com¬ 
pany’s annual profits, repealed. 
(Sect. 63.) 
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1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 





DUTIES 


ECCLESIASTICAL) 
Establishments in? 
India .) 


EXCLUSIVE 1 

TRADE./ 


1773. 

13 Geo. HI. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. 

19 Geo. III. 





1781- 
21 Gee*. III. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


The exclusive 
trade, &c. con¬ 
tinued to the 
Company, but 
to cease on the 
expiration of 
three years’ no¬ 
tice (to be given 
by Parliament 
after 1st March 
1791) and re¬ 
payment of 
sums due to 
the Company 
from the public, 
the Company 
to carry on 
trade with their 
joint stock af¬ 
terwards. (Sect. 
5 to 7.) 



























































Cap. 






The Com puny to enjoy exclusive trade, . 

freed from conditions of redemption, &c. to 
March 1811, but to cease on the expiration 
of three years’ notice by l J arliament from that 
time; but their corporation not to be deter¬ 
mined, &c. (Sect. 71 to 75.) 


Cap. 155, 

. Goods exported or imported 

by the Company to be subject to 

• —-the same duties as those export- -——— 

cd or imported in private trade. (Sect. 24*.) No duties 
imposed in India to be valid till sanctioned by the Direc¬ 
tors, and approved by the Board of Control. (Sect. 25 
and 98.) Duty to the Company on private-trade of 5 per 
cent-, and allowance of 2 per cent., granted by S3 Geo. 
III., Cap. 52 repealed; but such repeal not to extend to 
goods imported into the port of London, and deposited in 
the Company’s Warehouse ; nor to imports from China ; 
and not to affect engagements with the Company and 
their officers. (Sect. 26 and 27.) Duties in India on 
goods of the Company to be debited to commerce, 
and, together with duties on private trade goods, to be 
considered as territorial revenue, and to be subject to 
the control of the Board. (Sect. 67.) Governments 
in India may impose duties of customs and other taxes 
on places arid persons within the jurisdiction of the King’s 
courts (Sect. 98.) And may make laws and regulations 
respecting such duties and taxes, and impose fines and 
1 forfeitures for non-payment thereof. (Sect. 99.) 

.... I The King empowered to es¬ 
tablish a Bishoprick and three 
Archdeaconries for the British ■——— 
territories in India, to be paid by the 
Company. The salary of the Bishop to 
be £5,000, and that of each of the Arch¬ 
deacons £2,000 per annum, and to com¬ 
mence on taking office, and no other per¬ 
quisites or emoluments whatever to be 
taken. (Sect. 49 and 50 ) 

The Bishop to have no jurisdiction or 
functions except such as may be limited 
by letters patent. (Sect. 51.) His Majesty 
may grant to the Bishop, by letters patent, 
such ecclesiastical jurisdiction as he may 
think necessary. (Sect. 52.) Warrant for 
letters patent to be counter-signed by the 
President of the Board. (Sect. 53.) After 
serving fifteen years, bis Majesty may 
grant pensions, to the Bishops £1,500 
per annum, and to Archdeacons £800 
per annum, to be paid quarterly from the 
political account of the Company. Pas¬ 
sage money, when the parties appoint¬ 
ed are in England, to the Bishop £1,200, 
Archdeacons £500. (Sect. 89.) 


The exclusive trade with 
China, and trade in tea, and 
provisions in former Acts not 
repealed by or repugnant to 
this Act, continued during fur¬ 
ther ferm. (Sect. 2 .) 

Exclusive trade to cease upon 
three years’ notice Ity Parlia¬ 
ment after 10th April 1831, 
and upon payment of what is 
due from the public to the 
Company; but such notice not 
to determine the corporation of 
the Company, or their right to 
trade in common with others. 
(Sect. 2 and 3.) Unlicensed 
persons trespassing on the 
Company's exclusive trade 
subject to penalties imposed 
on illicit traders by 33 Geo. 
III., cap.52, sect. 129, (Sect. 
40.) 


1793. 

33 Geo. HI, 


1797. 

87 Geo, III. 


1799. i 1807- 
99&4QG.UI. 47 Gee. HI. 


1811. 

61 Geo. III. 


1813. 

63 Geo. III. 


1815. 

66 Geo. HI. 


! *.. 






I 




' 

I 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 
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1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 


FORCES: 

■ ■ Company’s ..., 


Cap. 63. 


King's. 


FORGERY ... 


GENERALCOURT) 

nf Phophiktoks ...I p0SSCSSe . d 

X J,(XX) to have one vote; 


of 

<£i,uuu to have one vote; of 
<£3,000 two votes j of 6,000 
three votes; of 10,000 four 
votes; arul before voting to 
take a certain oath. (Sect. 3 
to G.} 

No judgment of the Courts 
of Judicature to be relieved or 
compounded; and servants of 
the Company who may- be re¬ 
moved or dismissed not to be 
restored without the consent on 
ballot of three-fourths of the 
members of the general court 
present and a like number of 
Directors. (Sect. 35.) 

Repealed by 33 Geo. III. 
Cap. 52 Sect. 68 and 69. 


Cap. 65. 


1784. 

24 Geo. III. 


Cap. 25. 


1786. 

26 Geo. III. 


The Com¬ 
pany to pay to 
His Majesty 
two lacks of 
current rupees 
per annum for 
each regiment 
of 1,000 men 
sent to India 
by the desire 
of the Compa¬ 
ny , and in that 
proportion for 
a greater or 
less number 
over und above 
those already 
provided; the 
payment to be 
settled by the 
Paymaster- 
General, the 
Secretary at 
War, and Di¬ 
rectors. (Sect- 
17.) 


Certain an¬ 
nual accounts 
to be laid be¬ 
fore the Pro¬ 
prietors (Sect. 
65.) Sen Ac¬ 
counts- 


The General 
Court, in the 
name of the 
Company, may 
exhibit informa¬ 
tions in tiie Court 
of King’s Bench 
against persons 
guilty of extor- 
’ tion, Ac. in the 
r East-Indies; the 
parties to be tried 
by the new Court 
of Judicature. 
(Sect. 64 ) 


1788. 

1791. 

28 Geo. III. 

31 Geo- III. 


Cap. 8. 


Board cf 
Commission¬ 
ers authorised 
to direct the 
payment of 
12,200 Euro¬ 
pean troops in 
the service of 
the Company. 

I (Sect-2.) 


Cap. 10. 


The Board 
of Commis¬ 
sioners may di¬ 
rect the pay¬ 
ment of 8,045 
including com¬ 
missioned and 
non-commis¬ 
sioned officers. 
(Sect. 1, 20 


Commission 
ers for the af¬ 
fairs of India 
authorized to 
order the ex¬ 
penses of an 
additional num¬ 
ber (amounting 
to 2,682, in all 
10,727) to be 
defrayed out of 
the revenue of 
the Company. 
(Sect. 1.) 





























































] 793 * 

33 Geo. III. 

Cap. 52. 


1797 . 

37 Geo. III. 


1799 . 


39&40 G.IIL 47 Geo. Ill 


1807 . 


Cap. 117. 


The expenses of all troops, European and 
native, garrisons, &c. in India, to be paid from 
the revenues. (Sect. 107.) 

Pile Company acquitted of all demands on 
account of navy or victualling expenses, or of 
His Majesty’s troops serving in India to the 
24th December 3792 ; and accounts between 
commissioners of the navy, the paymaster 
genera!, and the Company to the same period 
discharged; from that period all sums paid by 
the paymaster general for Kings’ troops in 
India, or for recruits, to be repaid by the Com¬ 
pany, and. the expenses of the Kings’ troops to 
be paid by the Company. (Sect. 127, 128.) 

The powers given by 28 Geo. III. cap. 10 
to the Board of Control respecting the number 
and payment of Kings’ troops continued, as if 
repeated in this act. (Sect. 149.) 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Cap. 155. 

Forces to be maintained out 
of territorial revenue. (Sect. 
55.) 

General Officers, Colonels, 
or Lieut.-Colonels Comman¬ 
dant of a regiment, may return 
to India after five years’ ab¬ 
sence, with the consent of the 
Directors and the Board, 
though their absence may not 
have been occasioned by sick¬ 
ness or accident. Govern¬ 
ments in India empowered to 
make laws, regulations, and ar¬ 
ticles of war for the native 
troops, and to hold eourts’-mar- 
tial; former laws respecting 
native troops confirmed. (Sect- 
90 and 97.) 


IV.’.m : <»( K'ltg *. I r.v.p 
| by the Company not to exceed 
I 20,000 men, unless greater j 
number sent at their requisition. 
(S*et. 87.) 


Forge 17 punishable with 
transportation. (Sect. 15.) 


The General Court not to revoke or sus- The Court 
pend any order of the Court of Directors re- of Proprietors 
garding Civil, Military, or Revenue affairs not to alter any 
after it had received the assent of the Board resolution of 
of Commissioners. (Sect. 23.) the Court of 

Three-fourths of a General Court present Directors re- 
on a ballot necessary to permit civil or mili- lating to the 
tary servants to return to India after five years intercourse of 
absence from thence, except in cases of sick- foreign nations 
ness. (Sect. 70.) in amity with 

His Majesty in 
the British ter- ; 
ritories in the 
East-Indies, i 
(Sect. 3.) 


In case of an equal number of 
votes in a General Court, the 
question to be considered as 
rejected, except when contested , 
by two or mqre candidates for 
office; m which case the matter 
to be determined by lot. (Sect. 
770 

General Court to sanction 
all gratuities above .£600. 
(Sect. 88.) 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV 













































1773. 

13 Get*. III. 


1777. 

17 Gep. m. 


Cap. 63. 


Fort W j ua \ m .... 


GOVERNOR (3E-^ 

NGRAL ANDf 

COUNCIL at Ri A governor General and 

ft four counsellors were appointed 

tor the Civil and Military Go¬ 
vernment of Fort Wi I liana and 
of the territorial acquisitions 
and revenues of Bengal, Baliar, 
mid Orissa; to continue for 
five years; authorities, to com¬ 
mence from their landing, or 
from the landing of any three 
of them. When opinions differ 
the majority to decide; in the 
absence ul the Governor Gene¬ 
ral the eldest counsellor to 
have the casting vote; to super¬ 
intend and control the govern¬ 
ments of Mad ms and Bombay, 
who were to obey their orders, 
and were neither to commence 
war, nor to make peace, without 
the consent of the Governor 
General, $r<*. except in cases of. 
necessity, or by orders from the 
1 Electors unknown to the Su¬ 
preme Government, \yho were 
to be immediately informed 
of the mine. The Govern- 
incuts of Minim and Bombay 
to conform to the orders of the 
Governor General in Council, 
and the Governor General in 
Council in like manner to obey 
the orders of rhe Court of Di¬ 
rectors, and to transmit to them 
Iuformation of all transactions, 
&c. 

Vacancies to be supplied by 
the Directors, and after five 
years the Directors to have the 
power of nominating and re¬ 
moving succeeding Governors 
General and Council. /Sect. 

7 to no ^ 

The Governor General arid 
Council not amenable to the 
Supreme Court (excepts for 
treason or felony) and not sub¬ 
ject to arrest or Imprisonment. 
(Sect. 15 and 17.) 

The salaries of tl|p Governor 
General and Council to com¬ 
mence on embarkation when 
parties are in England, and if 
in India upon their taking the 
office upon them; the salary 
•a the Governor General to Ik 
£25,000 per annum, and of 
«aeli of the Council £10,000; 
they were restricted from re¬ 
ceiving any present or being 
concerned in trade. (Sect- 21 
to 2.S.) 

Governor General and Coun¬ 
cil may make rules and regu¬ 
lations .for Fort William and 
places subordinate thereto; not 
valid until registered in the su¬ 
preme court, ami a copy of 
such regulations to be affixed 
at the India House; a copy 
also to be transmitted to the 
Secretary of State for his Ma¬ 
jesty’s approval: to have full 
force if not disapproved of by 
his 



Tlie Gover¬ 
nor General 
and Counsel¬ 
lors appointed 
by 13 Geo. III. 
cap. 63, or 
persons filling 
those offices, 
continued (ex¬ 
cept removed 
by liia Majes¬ 
ty), (Sect. 5.) 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


1784, 

24 Geo. Ul, 


1786. 


1788. 


Cap. 65. 

The Direc¬ 
tors, with con¬ 
sent of his Ma¬ 
jesty, mny ap¬ 
point a Gover¬ 
nor General 
and two coun¬ 
sellors to suc¬ 
ceed in case of 
death, &c. Sa¬ 
laries not to 
commence till 
the office en¬ 
tered upon. 
Commander 


in-Chief, if in Council, not to 
succeed to the office of Go¬ 
vernor General except spe¬ 
cially appointed. (Sect. 36 to 
38.) 

Cap. 70, 

The Governor General and 
Council not amenable to the 
supreme court for acts done 
in their public capacity, nor 
for rules and regulations iri 
revenue mutters; persons 
impleaded in the supreme 
court for acts done by order 
of Governor General, &c. 
the production of their orders 
to be their discharge. The 
Governor General, &c. to re¬ 
main liable to any complaint 
before a competent court in 
this kingdom. Persons mak¬ 
ing complaints to the su¬ 
preme court against the Go¬ 
vernor General, &c. shall 
execute a bond to the Com¬ 
pany .to prosecute the same 
in some competent court in 
Great Britain, &c.; the su¬ 
preme court to compel the 
production of copies of the 
orders complained of, &c.; 
copies of orders to be received 
as evidence in the courts in i 
Westminster. No prosccu- I 
tion to be carried on against 
the Governor General, &c. 
before any court in Great 
Britain (the high court of 
parliament only excepted) 
unless commenced within five 
yeurs after the commission of 
the offence, or within five 
years after the arrival of the 
parties in England. (Sect. 1 
to 8 ) 

The Governor General to 
cause the name, description, 
and place of abode of natives 
in the service of the Compa¬ 
ny to be registered, together 
with the names of such as 
may die or be removed. ( Sect. 

11 and 12) 

The Governor General, &c. 
may finally determine on ap¬ 
peals, &c. from provincial 
courts and shall be deemed a 
court 


26 Geo. III. 28 Geo. III. 


Cap. 25. 


Ilis Majes¬ 
ty's approba¬ 
tion of the ap¬ 
pointment of 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral, &c. not 
necessary. 
(Sect. 0.) 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 

Cap. 30, 

Earl Corn¬ 
wallis, while he 
continues Go¬ 
vernor Gene* 
ml and resides 
| in India, may 
in his own 
name, conclude 
treaties with 
1 any of the 
powers there; 
the same 
powers vested 
j in his suc¬ 
cessor. The 
powers of Earl 
Cornwallis 
otherwise con¬ 
firmed and en¬ 
larged j but 
liable to be re¬ 
voked by the, 
Directors with 
the consent of 
tho Board. 
(Sect, 1 to 6.) 


































































1799. 

1807. 

1811. 1813. 

1815. 

39&40 G.III. 

1 

47 Geo. III. 

51 Geo. III. 53 Geo, III. 

55 Geo. III. 

Cap. 79. 

1 

I 

Cap. 155, 


The Court of 

! . 





Cap. 52. 

The Governor General, &c. may send des¬ 
patches to the Secret Committee on matters 
concerning war or peace. (Sect. 22.) The 
civil and military governments of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa vested in a governor gene¬ 
ral and three counsellors; vacancies, &c, to 
be supplied by the Directors; counsellors to 
be taken from the civil service, of not less 
than twelve years’ standing. If vacancies 
are not filled by the Directors within two 
months after notification of the same, his Ma¬ 
jesty may supply them, and parties so ap¬ 
pointed only to be recalled by the King. 
Provisional appointments to be made by the 
Directors, whose salaries were not to com¬ 
mence until office entered upon. A vacancy 
occurring in the office of governor general 
when there is no provisional successor on the 
spot, the counsellor next in rank to fill the 
office until a successor arrives or is appointed ; 
ftnd if the council should be reduced to only 
one member besides the Governor General, 
he may call any senior merchant to act as 
temporary counsellor till the arrival of a 
governor general or fresh appointments take 
place. The Commander in Chief not to suc¬ 
ceed to the office of governor general unless 
specially appointed, but the counsellor next 
in rank to him to succeed- Vacancy of coun¬ 
sellors, when no successors are on the spot, to 
be supplied by the Governor in Council from 
the senior merchants. The Commander in 
Chief, when not the governor at the presi¬ 
dency, may, by the authority of the Directors, 
be second member of council, but not entitled 
to salary as a counsellor unless specially ap¬ 
pointed, (Sect. 24) to 32.) 

The Commander in Chief in India, not 
being governor general, when residing at Fort 
St- George and Bombay, shall be a member of 
council. If any member of council shall be 
incapable of attending, the Governor of the 
presidency may call to the council a provi¬ 
sional successor; persons so appointed not 
to be paid any salary, nor deprived of any 
office on account thereof. His Majesty may 
remove any officer or servant of the Com¬ 
pany in India; Directors may also remove 
their servants, except parties appointed by 
the King in default of appointment by the 
Directors. Departure from India of any go¬ 
vernor general to be deemed resignation of 
office ; when in India, a notice to that effect 
necessary, salary to cease with the office; 
if the presidency is quitted, unless on the ser¬ 
vice of the Company, salary to cease during 
such absence, and if the party does not re¬ 
turn no salary’ to be paid after the presidency 
was left. (Sect. 33 to 37.) 

Councils in the first place to considers mat¬ 
ters proposed by the Governor, who may 
postpone any matters proposed by the Coun¬ 
sellors ; proceedings to be expressed to be 
made by the Governor and Council and signed 
by the Secretary, (Sect- 38 and 39.) The 
Governor General in Council at Fort William 
impowered to superintend the other presi¬ 
dencies, who were to obey their orders if 
not contrary to orders from England ; to send 
dates of despatches from England on points 
contained in instructions to presidencies, &c., 
and to transmit to them copies of any orders 
they deem repugnant thereto* War not to 
be declared, &c. by the Governor General 

in 


1797. 


Cap. 117. 

The Judges 
of the Supreme 
Court at Cal¬ 
cutta to report 
to the Gover¬ 
nor General 
arid Council 
what retrench¬ 
ments may be 
made in the sa¬ 
laries of thd 
officers of the 
court; if ap¬ 
proved of, to 
be carried into 
effect by the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral and 
Council, sub¬ 
ject to the or¬ 
ders of the 
Court of Di¬ 
rectors, who 
are always to 
decide if the 
Council and 
Judges dis¬ 
agree. 

Regulations 
issued by the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral and 
Council, affect¬ 
ing the natives 
or others ame¬ 
nable to the 
Courts of Jus¬ 
tice, to be re¬ 
gistered in the 
Judicial De¬ 
partment, 
formed into a 
code, and print¬ 
ed in the coun¬ 
try languages; 
ten copies to 
be sent to the 
Directors and 
ten to the Board 
in each year 
(Sect 7 ami 8.) 

British sub¬ 
jects not to 
lend any mo¬ 
ney, &c. with¬ 
out consent of 
the Governor 
General or Di¬ 
rectors. (Sect. 
28 and 29.) 


Dlnectdrs, With 
the approba¬ 
te cif the ' 
Board, nYdy Ap¬ 
point whht part i 
of the territo¬ 
ries, revenues, 
and civil set- j 
vaults subject tb; 
the Govern¬ 
ments of Ma¬ 
dras and Bom -1 
bay shall be I 
subject to Fort j 
William, Ma¬ 
dras and Bom¬ 
bay, and muy 
alter such ar¬ 
rangement. 
(Sect. 1-) 

The Gover¬ 
nor General to 
enjoy the same 
exemption 
from th e au- 
thority of the 
supreme court 
at Madras as 
the Governor 
General and 
Council enjoy 
from the au¬ 
thority of the 
supreme court 
at Fort Wil¬ 
liam. (Sect. 3.) 

When the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral is absent 
from the Coun¬ 
cil the senior 
member pre¬ 
sent to pre¬ 
side ; acts of 
such Councils 
not valid with¬ 
out tiie signa¬ 
ture of the Go¬ 
vernor Gene¬ 
ral if at the 
presidency; 
but if the Go¬ 
vernor Gene¬ 
ral refuse to 
sign such acts 
I of council, both 
he and the 
members to 
i exchange their 
opinion in 
| writing, the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral being sub¬ 
ject to the 
same responsi¬ 
bility as if dis¬ 
senting from 
proposed mea¬ 
sure when pre¬ 
sent in coun¬ 
cil, by 33 Geo. 
III. cap. 52, 
The Governor 
General 


regulate provision for schools, 
public lectures, or other lite¬ 
rary institutions for the benefit 
of the natives, subject to the 
controul of the Board of Com¬ 
missioners. (Sect. 43.) 

Governor General and Go* 
j vernors to be appointed by the 
‘ Directors subject to his Ma- 
i jesty’sapprobation. (Sect. 80.) 

Directors to appoint mem¬ 
bers in council. (Sect. Hi.) 

Salary of Governor General 
to commence on taking office ; 
when resident in England pas¬ 
sage mtmey to be granted as 
follows, viz. 

Governor General of £ 

Fort William .5,000 

Member of Council of 

Fort William.1,200 

Governor of Fort St. 

George .3,000 

Member of Council therel,000 
[ Governor of Bombay.. 2,500 
Member of Council there 1,000 
Governor of Prince of 

Wales’ Island.1,200 

! (Sect. 89.) 

Governor General and Go- 
[ vernors, &c. may impose du¬ 
ties of customs and other taxes 
on places and persons within 
the jurisdiction of the courts 
I established by the King’s char- 
j ter, in the same manner as in 
! places without such jurisdic¬ 
tion ; not valid until sanctioned 
by Directors with approbation 
of the Board ; and may impose 
fines for non-payment thereof. 
(Sect. 98 and 99.) 
j Governor General, &e. may 
send home persons residing in 
India not having a licence, 
without further punishment. 
(Sect. KM*.) 



1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 
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GOVERNOR GLE- \ 
JVERAL and/ 
COUNCIL at > 
Fort William, % 
continued .^ 


1773. 

1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

| 1784. 

13 Geo. III. 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo III. 

21 Geo. III. 

; 24 Geo. III. 

Cap. 63. 


_1 

Cap. 70. 



his Majesty. Governor Ge- i 
neral and Council to act as jus¬ 
tices of peace- If the Gover¬ 
nor General, President, &c. 
commit offences^ to be tried in 
the Court of King’s Bench. 
(Sect. 37 to 40J 


1786. 

26 Geo. III. 


court of record (except upon . 
appeal to his Majesty) in civil 
suits only, the value of which j 
shall be i‘5000 and upwards ; 
and shall determine all of¬ 
fences committed in collect- 
ing the revenue; may frame 
regulations for the provincial 
courts ; copies of which to 
be transmitted to the Direc¬ 
tors and Secretary of State, 
to be of full force if not disal¬ 
lowed within two years. 
(Sect 21 to 23.) 

The Governor General, 
&c. indemnified for resisting 
the execution of the orders 
of the supreme court, to 1st 
November 1780, (Sect. 28.) | 


1788. 


1791. 


28 Geo. III. 31 Geo. III. 



























































1797. 


1799. 


1807. 


1811. 


33 Geo. III. 


37 Geo. III. 39&40G.III. 47 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


Cap. 79. 



in Council at Fort William without the com¬ 
mand of the Directors, &c. except prepara- ! 
tions for hostilities be commenced; the Di- 1 
I rectors to bo immediately informed of the 
same. Subordinate Governments not to de¬ 
clare war, &c. but by order of Governor 
General or Directors, and to make all trea¬ 
ties, if possible, subject to tbe ratification 
of the Governor General, &c., also to in¬ 
form the Governor General in Council of 
all things worthy of communication, and to 
send copies of all their orders, &c. (Sect. 4() 
to 44 ) 

The Governor General may issue warrants 
for securing and proceeding against suspected 
persons, and may also seize ships, &c,, with 
the persons of those engaged in illicit trade, 
and send them to England for trial. (Sect. 
45, 129 to 133.) 

When the Governor General differs in 
opinion with the Council, after they have 
stated their opinions in writing, he may direct 
1 such measures to be adopted as he may think 
i fit, he alone being responsible, provided such 
' measures could have been adopted with the 
consent of the council; these powers not 
to be exercised by the party on whom the 
office of governor general, &c. shall devolve 
by death, &c. unless provisionally appointed 
or confirmed by the Directors. The majority 
of voices to carry all questions when Gover¬ 
nor General acting previous to confirmation, 
the Governor General having the casting 
vote; in judicial cases, or in regulations for 
the good order of civil government, or in the 
imposition of any tax or duty, the Governor 
General not to act against the opinion of 
1 council. The powers of the Governors of 
cither of the other presidencies vested in the 
Governor General during his stay in the pre¬ 
sidency (except with regard to judicial cases), 
during such period the government to be 
vested in him, the respective Governors sit¬ 
ting and acting as members of council; and 
when absent from Bengal, the Governor Ge¬ 
neral to nominate a vice president, who is 
to exercise only the power of Governor of 
Madras, &c. The orders of the Governor 
General the same as if issued by the Governor 
General in Council, he taking the responsi¬ 
bility upon himself, and giving the respective 
presidencies copies of such orders as well as 
the Court of Directors. The Directors, with 
the approbation of the Board, may suspend 
and revive the independent authority of Go¬ 
vernor General. (Sect, 47 to 55.) 

The Governor General, &c. demanding 
or receiving presents, &c., making corrupt 
bargains, or wilfully disobeying the orders 
of the Directors, deemed misdemeanors and 
punishable as such; amenable to courts in 
India and England for offences committed 
against native princes and their subjects as 
though committed in British territories. No 
action against the Governor General to be 
stayed or compounded except by consent of 
the Board; and after judgment pronounced 
not to be released, nor persons dismissed 
restored. (Sect. 62 to 69 J 

The Governor General, &c, not to be 
concerned in trade unless on account of the 
Company ; may appoint covenanted servants 
or other British subjects to act as justices of 
the peace and coroners. (Sect. 137,151,157.) 




General not 
hereby pre¬ 
vented from 
appointing a 
vice president 
during absence 
from his go¬ 
vernment. 
(Sect. 12.) 

The Gover¬ 
nor General 
in Council to 
take order for 
the transporta¬ 
tion of persons 
(except na¬ 
tives) convict¬ 
ed of certain 
crimes to the 
east coast of 
New South 
Wales. (Sect 
13.) 

May order 
in what man¬ 
ner the Court 
of Requests 
at Fort Wil¬ 
liam shall in 
future be form¬ 
ed, and to what 
amount, not 
exceeding 400 
sicca rupees, 
their jurisdic¬ 
tion shall ex¬ 
tend ; may 
form new rules 
of proceeding 
and alter the 
practice of the 
said court by 
proclamation, 
from which 
time the pre¬ 
sent court to 
cease and the 
new court to 
be in full force. 
May also order 
corporal pu¬ 
nishment in¬ 
stead of fines 
for breach of 
rules made 
under autho¬ 
rity of the 
13 Geo. III. 
cap. 63. (Sect. 
17 to 19 ) 




1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 
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GOVERNOR 
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AND 

of 


i 


1773. 

1777. 

1779, 

1781. 

1784. 

13 Geo. III. 

i 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo. Ill 

21 Geo. III. 

24 Geo. III. 

Cap. 63. 





To obey the orders of the 
supreme government in mat¬ 
ters relating to war or peace ; 
to obey their orders, except in 
cases of necessity, in such mat- 
j ters, or unless they had re¬ 
ceived directions of a contrary 
tendency from the Company 
unknown to the Governor Ge¬ 
neral in Council, who were to 
be immediately informed of the 
same, as well as of all matters 
touching the government or re¬ 
venues of Fort St. George. 
(Sect- 9.) 


« i 








1786. 

26 Geo. III. 


1788. 

28 Geo. III. 


Cap. 57. 

The Govcr- 
; nor or presi¬ 
dent and coun¬ 
cil ill their 
court? of Oyer 
and le runner 
and gaol tie- 
1 livery, and 
quarter or ge¬ 
neral sessions 
of the peace* 
to nave )utih- 
diction, civil 
and criminal, 
over all British 
subjects resid¬ 
ing in the ter¬ 
ritories Of the 
Company, on 
the coast of 
Coromandel, or 
in anyotberpart 
of the Carnatic, 
1 or in the five 
northern Cif- 
cars in tlie ter¬ 
ritories of the 
Soubah of the 
Deckan, the 
Nabob of Ar- 
cot, and the 
Rajah of Tan- 
jore. (Sect. 
30.) 


1791. 

31 Geo. III. 


































































1793. 

33 Geo, IIT. 

J797. 

37 Geo. III. 

1799. 

39 & 40 G. III. 

1807. 

47 Geo. III. 

I i 

1811. 

51 Geo. III. 

Cap. 52. 

Cap. 142. 

Cap. 79. 

Cap. 68. j 



1813, 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Government of Fort St. George may send The Courts 
despatches to the Secret Committee of Direc- of Judicature 
tors relating to war or peace. (Sect. 22.) established by 
The Government of Fort St. George vested this act not 
in a governor and three counsellors. Vucan- competent to 
cies therein to be filled by the Directors, from try any indict- 
amongthe senior merchants of at least twelve ! ment against 
years’ standing. Such vacancies to be filled the Governor 
within two months, otherwise the king may and Council 
appoint (such only being liable to recal by the (except for 
King). Directors may also make provisional treason or fe- 
appointments, but salary not to be paid till lony) neither 
the parties in actual possession of the office, are they or the 
A vacancy of Governor occurring when no recorder sub¬ 
provisional successor on the spot, counsellor ject to arrest, 
next in rank to succeed, till a successor ar- (Sect. 10 and 
rives or provisional successor appointed; if 11.) 
tlie council should be reduced to one mem- The jurisdic- 
ber only besides the acting Governor he may tionof'the Go- 
call a senior merchant to act as temporary vernor and 
counsellor till the arrival of a governor or a Council as a 
fresh appointment made. Salaries to be paid court of appeal 
only during service. The commander in to cease on the 
chief not to succeed to governor unless publication of 
specially appointed. When no provisional the charter in- 
counsellor present, the Governor and Coun- stitutirjg the 
cil may appoint a counsellor from the senior Court, of Judi- 
merebants. If the Governor and commander cature. (Sect, 
in chief are different persons, the latter may 13.) 
be appointed by the Directors the second in No British 
council. The commander in. chief in India, subject to lend 
not being governor general, when resident at money without 
Fort St. George, to be a member of council; the consent of 
the provincial commander in chief, if he be the Governor 
a member of council thereof, to have a seat in Council or 
also when commander in chief present, but Directors, 
no vote. (Sect. 24 to 33.) (Sect. 28 and 

If any member of council shall be incapable 29.) 
of attending, the Governor may call to the 
council a provisional successor j if none such 
on the spot, he may elect from the senior 


merchants ; such party to receive no salary, nor he de¬ 
prived of-any office on account thereof. His Majesty 
may remove the Governor, &c. &c.; a copy of the order 
for removal to be transmitted within eight days to the 
cl)airman or deputy chairman j the Directors may also 
remove Governor, &c. 8ie. except when the appointment 
was made by his Majesty, failing the Directors. Depar¬ 
ture from India or arrival in Europe of any Governor, &c- to 
be deemed a resignation of office, but when at the presi¬ 
dency no resignation of a governor general, &c- to he 
valid, unless delivered in writing to the secretary. Salary 
to cease on day of resignation, and salary not to be paid if 
presidency quitted, except on known service of the Com¬ 
pany. (Sect. 34 to 37.) 

Councils in the first place to consider matters proposed 
by the Governor, who may twice postpone matters pro¬ 
posed by the counsellors for forty-eight hours; proceedings 
to be expressed to be made by the Governor in Council 
and signed by the chief secretary. (Sect. 38 and 39 ). To 
obey the orders of the Governor General in Council at 
Fort William, if not repugnant to instructions from Eng¬ 
land. The Governor General, &c. finally to decide as to 
the application of those orders ; Governor in Council not 
to declare war, &c. but by orders from Fort William or 
the Directors, and to make all treaties (if possible) sub¬ 
ject to the ratification of the Governor General, &C-, also 
to inform the Governor General, &c. of all things worthy 
of communication, and also of such things as may be re¬ 
quired of them. (Sect. 40 and 41—43 and 44.) 

The Governor may issue warrants for securing and pro¬ 
ceeding against suspected persons, may also seize ships, 

&c. 


The Gover¬ 
nor and Coun¬ 
cil to enjoy the 
same exemp¬ 
tion from the 
authority of 
the supreme 
court as the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral and 
council at Fort 
William. (Sect. 

2 and 3.) 

The Gover¬ 
nor and Coun¬ 
cil may frame 
rules and re¬ 
gulations for 
the provincial 
courts subject 
to this presi¬ 
dency the 
same as Go¬ 
vernor Gene¬ 
ral in Council 
for the presi¬ 
dency of Fort 
William, (Sect, 

11 .) 

When the 
Governor is 
absent from 
the council, 
the senior 
member to 
preside with 
the power of 
the Governor; 
the acts of such 
counsellors not 
valid without 
the signature 
of the Gover¬ 
nor if at the 
presidency and 
not indisposed, 
but if the Go¬ 
vernor refuses 
to sign, to ex¬ 
change with 
the members 
who do sign 
their opinions 
in writing; the ble)~and 
Governor ulti- ject to 
mately subject 
to the same re¬ 
sponsibility 
which attaches 
to his dissent 
from proposed 

measures 
while present 
in council by 
33 Geo. III. 

cap. 52. (Sect. *- 

12 .) 

Governor and Council 
may order persons con¬ 
victed of certain crimes 
(not being natives) to be 
transported to the eastern 
coast 


The Gover¬ 
nor in Coun¬ 
cil of Fort St. 
George may 
make rules 
and regula¬ 
tions for the ci¬ 
vil government 
of Madras 
and subordi¬ 
nates ; may 
impose, and 
levy such fines 
and forfei¬ 
tures, and may 
indict reason¬ 
able punish¬ 
ment for non- 
observance of 
such rules the 
same as the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral of Fort 
William ; such 
rules, &c. to 
be registered 
in the supreme 
court at Ma¬ 
dras f and to 
be subject to 
the same ap¬ 
peal, regula¬ 
tions, &c. as 
the rules made 
by the supreme 
government, 
according to 
the 13th, 39th, 
and 40th Geo. 
III. (Sect. I 
and 2.) 

The Gover¬ 
nor and mem¬ 
bers of council 
to act as jus¬ 
tices of the 
peace for Fort 
St* George and 
subordinates; 
may issue com¬ 
missions (such 
commissions 
being revoca- 
sub- 
the 

same regula¬ 
tions, &c. as 
justices ap¬ 
pointed by the 
Governor Ge¬ 
neral in Coun¬ 
cil. (Sect. 4to 
6 .) 


(E 2) 



182(5. 

7 Geo. IV. 
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GOVERNOR and-) 
COUNCIL off 

Fort St. George f 
continued .) 

GOVERNOR and 
COUNCIL of Bom¬ 
bay. 

(The provisions for the 
Government of this Presi¬ 
dency the same as those 
for Fort St* George ,) 

If TiriT TPADF 

1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

i 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. 

19 Geo. III. 

1781. 

21 Geo. III. 

1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 
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1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1797. 1799. 

87 Geo. III. 39&40 G.III, 


&e. anti persons engaged in illicit trade, and send them to 
England for trial. 129 to 183. 

Governor may order measures proposed in council about 
which he differs from other members to be adopted or 
suspended, be alone being responsible, provided such mea* 
sures could have been legally adopted with the consent of 
the council; such powers not to be exercised by provi¬ 
sional governors, except specially appointed or confirmed 
by the Directors. When Governors are acting previous 
to confirmation, the majority to decide, the Governor 
having the casting vote ; not to act against the opinion of 
council in judicial matters, or in regulations for good 
order of civil government, nor of his own authority to 
impose any tax, &c. The powers of the Governor sus¬ 
pended when Governor General at the presidency (except 
in judicial proceedings,), during such period the govern¬ 
ment vested in Governor General, the Governor sitting 
and acting as a member of council. Receiving presents, 
wilful disobedience of the orders of Directors, making 
corrupt bargains, punishable as misdemeanors; amenable 
to courts in India and in England for acts committed 
within or without British territories. (Sect. 47 to 52.) 

No action against Governor to be stayed, &c. without 
consent of the Board, and after dismissal not to be re¬ 
stored. (Sect. 62 to 69.) 

Not to trade except on account of the Company. 
(Sect. 137-) May appoint British subjects to act as jus¬ 
tices of peace and coroners. (Sect. 151 and 157.) 


Provisions in former acts against illicit 
trading repealed, but such repeal not to ex¬ 
tend to offences committed before the passing 
of this act, &c. (Sect. 146 and 147.) Unlicensed per¬ 
sons (being British subjects) not to trade to the East- 
Indies or parts within the Company’s limits under the 
penalty or forfeiture of ships, &e. and double the value 
of the goods sent therein (three-fourths of which to be¬ 
long to the Company, the other fourth to the informer), 
such parties subject to fine and imprisonment (one-half of 
which to go to the king and the other half to the Com¬ 
pany) ; offenders may be secured in India and sent home 
for trial ; the Governor General and Governors, or any 
chief officef at any other British settlement in the East- 
Indies, or the Supra Cargoes in China, or any person 
whom the Directors may authorize, may seize persons 
and ships suspected of being employed in illicit trade. 
(Sect. 129 to 133.) Persons dismissed or who have re¬ 
signed the service of the Company, or any other person 
whose covenants or agreements have expired ; such per¬ 
sons shall be deemed to have unlawfully traded, anrl subject 
to penalties, &c. Goods shipped for India without the 
Company’s license, and goods taken out of ships before 
their arrival in England, forfeited with double the value 
thereof; commanders, &c. allowing the same, to for¬ 
feit £1,000 and not entitled to any wages, and rendered 
incapable of again serving the Company in any capacity 
whatever. British subjects trading under foreign com¬ 
missions, &c. to forfeit £500 for each offence (one-half 
to the Company and the other half to the informer; unless 
the Company inform or sue for the same, then the whole 
to belong to them). No Governor General, Governors, 
members of council, judges, &c. to trade, except on ac¬ 
count of the Company (parties convicted of such offences 

to 


1807. 


1811. 


47 Geo. III. 51 Geo. Ill 


Cap. 79. 


coast of New South Wales. 
(Sect. 13.) 

May order in what man¬ 
ner the court of requests 
at .Fort St. George may be 
formed and to what amount 
its jurisdiction shall extend, 
not exceeding 400 sicca ru¬ 
pees ; may form new rules 
of proceeding and may al¬ 
ter the practice of the Court 
by proclamation. (Sect. 
17.) 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


1826. 

7 Qeo. IV. 



























































1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


1777. 


1790. 1781. , 1784. 


ILLICIT TRADE! 

continued . j 


Cup. 63. 


17 Geo. III. 19 Geo. III. 21 Geo. III. 24 Geo. HI. 


Cap. 70. 


1786. 

26 Geo. III. 


no,. 


1788. 

28 Geo. III. 31 Geo. III. 


INTEREST . »»» Interest on loans of money, 

merchandise, &c. restricted to 
£\2 per cent, per annum, and 
all bonds beyond that rate void ; 
persons convicted of receiving 
above that rate to forfeit treble 
the amount j and compounding 
fines contrary to the meaning 
of this act subjects parties to 
fine and imprisonment. (Sect. 

30 and 31.) 

JURIES.!. 



JUSTICES of the! 
Peach ...J 


The Governor General and 
Council, the Chief Justice, and 
other Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature to act as 
Justices of the Peace for Fort 
William and subordinates. 
(Sect. 38.) 


Provincial ma¬ 
gistrates, whe¬ 
ther natives or 
British subjects, 
not liable to 
actions in the 
Supreme Court 
for their decrees 
in the country 
courts. No in¬ 
formation to be 
brought against 
such magis¬ 
trates until pro¬ 
per notice is 
given, and not 
subject to ar¬ 
rest until such 
parties shall 
decline to ap¬ 
pear. (Sect. 
2% to 26.) 








































































1797. 

37 Geo. III. 


1793. 

33 Geo. IIL 
Cap. 52. 

to forfeit treble the value thereof, (one-half to go to the 
Company and the other to parties suing for the same); 
goods sent to England by British subjects, except by the 
ordinary channel, to forfeit double the value thereof to the 
Company. Persons to buy and sell goods in India or to 
become factors, &c. to be licensed by the Company, (Sect. 
134 to 139.) 

Offences, penalties, &c. may be prosecuted under this 
f act in any court of record at Westminster, in the 
supreme court at Fort William, or in the Mayor’s courts 
j at Madras and Bombay. Actions to be commenced with- 
| in six years after the offence. The Attorney General may 
| exhibit bills of complaint for discovery of clandestine 
| trading ; the offenders to be relieved on paying the duties 
I to the King, and thirty per cent, on the value of the 
goods to the Company j if the bill on the Company’s part 
j be dismissed, the Company to pay defendant’s costs ; if in 
favour of the Company, defendant to pay costs. The 
Company, ora common informer, may commence actions, 
where verdicts pass for defendants to carry treble costs. 
(Sect. 140 to 145.) 


1799. 

39 & 40 G* III 




I 


1807. 

47 Geo. III. 


Cap. 68. 


1811. 

51 Geo. IIL 


The Governor General in Council may, 
under commission of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, appoint British subjects to act as 
justice 4 * of the peace for the presidency of 
Foit William and places subordinate thereto; 
such justices not to sit in courts of Oyer and 
Terminer unlew culled upon by Q »» 
Conned. To take certain «»aths before taking 
office upon them. Their proceedings may be 
removed by a writ of certiorari into the Court 
of Oj*r nml Terminer, &c. Recognizances 
to be entered into before writs of certiorari 
mined. Justices of the pcac* may also sit 
n: th . ndl of dupn ifikt.' • (u hear ap¬ 
peals. [Seci. i6i co x55.) 

Governor* &c. may appoint coroners, who 
are to take the same oaths as taken by coro¬ 
ners in England. (Sect 157.) 


■.. . The Gam- . 

nors and Mem- 

- -- 1 bers of Council —-—- — 

of Fort St. George and Bombay may 
act as justices of the peace for those 
towns and subordinates, and transact 
all matters l <to the office of 
justice of the peace; to hold quarter 
sessions four times in every year, and 
to be a court of record; may issue com¬ 
missions under the seals of the supreme 
court for appointing justices in the 
places subordinate thereto, such com¬ 
missioners being subject to the same 
regulations as justices of the peace ap¬ 
pointed by the Governor General. The 
powers vested in the Governor General 
by 33 Geo. III. cap. 52, appointing jus- 

I t ices of the peace for Madras and Bom¬ 
bay, repealed. (Sect. 4 to 6.) 


1813. 

1815. 

1826. 

53 Geo. III. 

55 Geo. III. 

7 Geo. IV. 

Cap. 155. 


Cap. 37. 

> ! 

| 


All persons 



resident in 

Calcutta, Ma- 


1 dras, and Bombay, not 
being subjects of foreign 
states, to be deemed capable 
of serving on Juries; but 
the Grand Juries, and all 
juries for the trial of per¬ 
sons professing the Christian 
religion to consist wholly of 
, Christians. (Sect. 1 and 3.) 

Courts to make rules 
and regulations with respect 
to qualification of Jurors, 
which shall be laid before 
His Majesty- (Sect. 2.) 

Note, By‘ this Act na¬ 
tives having become eligible 
to serve on juries, regula¬ 
tions as to qualification, &c. 
have been framed by the 
Courts and approved by his 
Majesty. 

Juitiocs ofptmc* rfi i he pro- 1 
vincc# to have jurisdiction in 
case of assault and trespass 
committed by British subjects 
on the natives of India Copy 
of conviction and proceedings 
to be sent to the Government 
Fines to be paid to the magis¬ 
trate ; convictions removable 
by certiorari, and subject to pro¬ 
visions of 33 Geo. III. cap. 

52. (Sect. 105.) 

Justices of the pence to have 
jurisdiction in cases of small 
debts due to natives from Bri¬ 
tish subjects. (Sect. 106.) 

Justices of the peace may 
qualify by taking the oaths in 
any Court of Justice within the 
provinces. (Sect. 102) 






























































Minis^ 



<SL 


THE KING, 


Uy UJiarter or letiuia 
may establish a Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William 
in Bengal, to consist of a chief 
justice and three other judges, 
being barristers of not less than 
five years’ standing, to be named 
by His Majesty. (Sect. 13-) 
Rules and Regulations made 
by the Governor General to be 
approved by the King. (Sect. 
37.) 


license. 




NATIVES. 


Native* o» Iiniin tmy . 
sued in the Supreme Court by 
British subjects for sums not 
decoding .VK) current rupee*, 1 
H0 . IqC : hi winch it 
was agreed to abide by the de¬ 
cision of the Supreme Court. 
(Sect. 16.) 








1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. 

19 Geo. III. 

1781. 

21 Geo. III. 

1.784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. | 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 


Cap. 63. 



Cap. 65. 

Forms of 

Cap- 25. 





process, &c. in 
suits against | 
natives framed 
by the Supreme 
Court to be 
approved by 
His Majesty; 
appeals from 
the Provincial 
Courts may be 
made to His 
Majesty in 
civil suits not 
under £.5,000. 
(Sect* 19 to 
21 .) 


Natives not Complaints of 
to be subject natives to be en~ 
to til*Supreme omred into by 
Conrt on ac- the Directors, 
I count of their ami their griev- 
I being laml- wire* rcdn«*d. 
owners, &c. or \ (Sect. 39.) 
o« •ccount of I 
their being em¬ 
ployed by the 


Company." Those subject to the ju¬ 
risdiction of the court to be registered. 
(Sect. 9 to 12.) British subjects to 
enter in the provincial office the name 
and place of abode of their native 
stewards, agents, &c. under certain 
penalties. Natives only to receive 
pay from the time of being registered. 
Actions between natives before the 
Supreme 








































































miST/fy 



1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


1797. 


1799. 


1807. 


37 Geo. III. 39 & 40G.III. 47 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52 


Cap. 142. 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


His Majesty may appoint commissioners His Majesty 
for the affairs of India. (Sect. 29 If the may direct the 
Directors neglect to supply vacancies after payment (out 
two months notice, His Majesty may supply of the Territo- 
thein. (Sect. 26.) His Majesty by sign rial Revenues) 
manual, countersigned by the President of of a sum not 
the Board, may remove any officer or servant j exceeding 
of the Company in India. (Sect. 35 ) J -£2,000 a 

1 retiring Chief 
| Justice,£.1,500 

• . ... to any other 

judge who may have resided 
seven years in India. (Sect. 

1 to 3.) 

May erect Courts of Ju¬ 
dicature at Madras and 
Bombay, to consist of a 
Mayor and three Aldermen, j 
also a Recorder, to be presi- j 
dent of these courts, who is 
to be a barrister of not less 
than five years standing. 
(Sect. 2.) 

His Majesty may order 
£61,200 to be paid out of 
the Territorial Revenues to 
recorders retiring after 
five years’ service. (Sect. 
21 ) 


Cap. 79. I 

The King j. 

may establish a 

Supreme Court I -——- 

at Madras, to consist of the 
same number of persons 
(chosen by His Majesty) as 
tlie Supreme Court at Fort 
Willmm, with the same 
powers, &e. (Sect. % ) 

If the Chief Justice or 
any of the puisne judges, 
after seven years service in 
India, shall return to Eu¬ 
rope, the King may direct 
to be paid out of the reve 
nues of Fort St. George, to 
the Chief Judge £1,600 per 
annum, to either of the 
puisne judges £1,200 per 
annum. (Sect. S ) 

His Majesty may appoint 
judges of the Supreme 
Courts at Fort William and 
Madras, and the recorder of 
Bombay, alone or conjointly 
with other commissioners 
for adjudication of prizes 
and other maritime ques¬ 
tions in India. (Sect. 25.) 


Offences committed against the natives of Natives not 
India out of the Company’s territories to be to be subject 1 

proceeded against in the courts In India or to the Recor- I—- 

in Great Britain, in tile same maimer as if der’s courts of judicature at 
committed within the Company’s territories. Madras and Bombay in 


(Sect. 67.) 


consequence of holding 
lands, or of being employed 
I by the Company, a British 

- subject, or the descendant 

of a British subject, &c. but only in ac¬ 
tions for wrongs or trespasses. The rights 
of fathers and masters of families pre¬ 
served to them according to their lavvsj 
arid no act done In consequence of a rule 
or law of caste, so far as respects the 
members of the same family, only, to be 
deemed a crime, although such act may 
not be justifiable by T English laws. Mat¬ 
ters of contract and dealing to be deter- 
' mined 



1813. 

53 Geo. III. 

Cap, 155. 


May establish a bishoprick, 
&e in India. (Sect. 49 J 

Flie King to approve all ap¬ 
pointments of Governors or 
Commanders in Chief. (Sect. 
80.) 

Hit Majesty's sovereignty 
over India continued. (Sect. 
95.) 

Debts due to the King to 
be recovered in His Majesty’s 
courts in India. (Sect. Ill ) 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


(F) 


None but the Company or 
persons obtaining their license I 

-to trade in tea, or to export ———*- 

military stores to India. (Sect. 8 and 9) Ships in 
Private Trade not to go to India without licenses from 
the Directors. Special licenses for the continent of Asm, 
between the Indus and Malacca, or islands north of the 
I equator, or Bencoalen, to be-at the discretion of the direc¬ 
tors subject to the control of the Board, who are to record 
their reasons. (Sect. 11.) Licenses for other pUices 
more north than eleven degrees south latitude, and 
between 64 and 150 degrees east longitude, to be granted 
! by the Board of Control, who are to frame rules for the 
same; and in cases not falling within the rules, the 
special circumstances to be recorded and communicated 
to the directors. (Sect. 12.) 

South Sea Whalers to have licenses from the Board, 
and to be above 300 tons. (Sect. 32.) Persons residing in 
India without license may be sent home without being af¬ 
terwards prosecuted. (Sect. 104.) Counterfeiting licenses, 

, subjects parties to Hue and imprisonment- (Sect- 120.) 




Natives may recover small 1 
debts due to them from British 
subjects before a justice of the 
peace. (Sect. 106.) 

Natives of India in the ser¬ 
vice of the Coifipany subject to ! 
provincial courts. (Sect. 109.) I 
Natives not to be transported 
to any place more than thirty 
degrees north and twenty-live 
degrees south of the line. 

Native troops to be subject 
to articles of war made by go¬ 
vernments in India. (Sect. 96 
and 97 ) 



1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 37. 


Natives first 
admitted to 
serve on Ju¬ 
ries. 



























































NATIVES, continued 


OFFICERS, Ofti-I 
cks and Servants j 


PARLIAMENT 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 


Cap. 63. 


1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

1784. 

1780. 

17 Geo. Ill- 

19 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 

26 Geo. III. 



Cap. 70. 

Cap. 25. 



1788. 1791. 

28 Geo. III. 31 Geo. III. 


Cap. 8. 



supreme court to be determined ac-1 
cording to their own laws, &c. The 
forms of process framed by the su¬ 
preme court to be submitted for his 
Majesty’s approval. (Sect. 13 to 20.) 
Native magistrates not liable to arrest 
until after notice of information, and 
, in default of appearing. (Sect. 24* to 
j 26J Certain native prisoners in Cal- 
| cutta to be discharged, (Sect. 27.) 


The Company's right to ap¬ 
point officers and servants pre- I 
served to them. (Sect. 12.) 

No officer of the king or the 
Company to receive any pre¬ 
sent, &c. &c. except in the case 
of counsellors, physicians, &c. 
&c. (Sect. 23 to 25.) 

Servants of the Company 
prosecuted for breaches of 
trust, on conviction to he fined 
and imprisoned, dismissed the 
service, and sent home j no dis¬ 
missed servant to be restored 
but with the consent of three- 
fourths of the Court of Directors, 
and also of three-fourths of the 
General Court, who may ballot 
on the question. (Sect. 33 to 
350 


Servants of the 
crown or the 
Company, who 
may be guilty of 
extortion,may be 
tried by the new 
Court of Judi¬ 
cature. (See 
Court of Judica¬ 
ture. (Sect. 64 
to 81.) 






The Direc¬ 
tors to lay an¬ 
nually before 
] both Houses of 
Parliament an 
account of the 
j produce of their 
respective pre¬ 
sidencies. 
(Sect. 5.) 




































































4<*y 


$L 


1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1797. 


1799. 


37Geo. III. 39&40G.III. 47 Geo. III. 


1807. 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

1815. 

1826. 

53 Geo. III. 

55 Geo. III. 

7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 142. Cap. 79. 

mined according to the laws and usages of 
the natives ; and when the parties are Ma- 
hommedans and Gentoos, the cause to be 
tried according to the laws and usages of 
the defendant. (Sect. 11 and 13-) A re¬ 
gistry of natives employed by the Com¬ 
pany or by British subjects to he esta¬ 
blished as at Calcutta. (Sect. 15.) No 
loans, &e. to be made to native princes by 
British subjects but with the consent of 
the Governors and Councils, or the Court 
of Directors. (Sect. 28, 29.) 


For appointments, &c. &c. of Governor . 

General, Governors, Commander-in Chief, 

Members of Council (see Titles Governor-- 

General, Governors, &c.) His Majesty by sign manual, 
countersigned by the president of the board, may remove 
any officer or servant of the Company in India. Directors 1 
to maintain full power to recall their servants, except 
such ns are appointed by the king in default of their ap¬ 
pointment. Servants quitting the presidency except on 
known service of the Company to forfeit salary during such 
absence, and if proceeding to Europe, salary to cease 
from the day the presidency is quitted. (Sect. 35 to 37.) 1 
To obey the orders of Governor General when absent 
from Bengal, the same as if orders were issued by Gover¬ 
nor General in Council. (Sect. 54.) Civil servants to 
have precedence according to seniority of appointment. 
Vacancies in the civil line under the degree,of counsellor, 
to be filled from the presidency in which they occur; no 
servant under three years service to have above £€500 per 
annum, under six years .£1,500, under nine years .£3,000, 
and under twelve years £4,000. Writers not to be sent 
out unless required in India ; and neither writers nor 
cadets to be sent to India under fifteen and more than 
twenty-two years of age, unless cadets under twenty-five 
having served one year as commissioned officer in His 
Majesty’s service. Collectors, &e. of revenues to take a 
certain oath. Official servants receiving presents, ike, 
deemed a misdemeanor. (Sect. 56 to 62.) 

Neglecting the orders of the Directors, wilful breach of 
duty, and making corrupt bargains, &c. to be deemed mis¬ 
demeanors. British subjects amenable to courts in India 
and Great Britain for acts done in the territories of native 
princes as well as Company’s territories. No action to 
l»e stayed or compounded without approbation of (he 
board. Parties dismissed or suspended not to be restored. 
Persons absent from India above five years not allowed 1o 
return except in certain cases. (Sect. 65 to 70.) (For 
the manner in which servants may engage in trade, see 
Trade and Traders, also Illicit Trade.) The duty of £5 i 
per cent, and £2 per cent- may be charged on goods to 
Company’s servants, though lowered to £3 per cent, to 
private-traders. (Sect. !u()) 

The security given by servants, &c. to the Company 
to extend to the property of individuals under their 
care. (Sect. 106.) Servants, &e. maybe appointed Jus¬ 
tices of the Peace, Coroners, &c. &c. * (Sect. 157.) 


Of the whole of the Company’s affuirs,J>oth 
abroad and at home under various heads, to 
be laid before parliament within the first four¬ 
teen setting days after 30th March *in each 
year. (Sect. 126.) 


Cap. 68. Cap. 75. 


Cap. 155. 


Persons in- 


The Court 
of Directors, : tended for the 
with the appro-1 Civil service, 
button of the having attained 
Board,may ap- the age of se- 
point what part venteen, and 
of the civil being resident 
servants for at Haileybury 
Fort St. George for their edu- 
and Bombay, cation, shall 
subject to either count any pe- 
of the said pie- riod passed 
sidelines, shall after that age 
be subject to as time .spent 
the presidencies in India, to 
of Fort Wil- qualify them 
liam, Fort St. for certain sa- 
George, and laries, &c. 


Military offi¬ 
cers dismissed 
by sentences of 
Courts Martial 
not to be re¬ 
stored without 
the approbation 
of the Board. 
(Sect. 4 a mi 5.) 


Bombay, and 
may alter such 
distribution. 
(Sect. I.) 


(Sect. 7.) 

All the Com¬ 
pany's servants 
in India may 
subscribe to 
and become 
members, di¬ 
rectors, or ma- 
. lingers of pub¬ 
lic hunks in 
India (except 
judges, who are 
not to be di¬ 
rectors or ma¬ 
nagers, but 
may be mem¬ 
bers). (Sect. 
8 to 10.) 


In cases of an equal number 
of votes in General Courts or 
Courts of Directors the ques¬ 
tion to be considered as reject¬ 
ed, except in cases oi two or 
more candidates for office, 
which are still to be determined 
by lot. (Sect. 77.) 

Vacancies of Governors 
or Coaimander-in-Cniet to bo 
filled by the Directors, subject 
to His Majesty's approbation. 
(Sect, aU,/ 

Provisions of 33 Geo. III. 
cap. 52, respecting the periods 
j of service necessary for quallfi- 
cation of civil servants in 
India, modified, viz .; appoint¬ 
ments of more than £1,600 per 
annum may be given, atter 
tour years service; of more than 
£ 3,000 after seven ; and of more 
l than £ 1,000 (including the 
Council) after ten years. (Sect. 

I 82 .) 

Restoration of servants not 
1 valid without consent of the 
, Board. (Sect. S3.) Generals, 
Colonels, nnd Lieut. Colonels 
commanding regiments may 
return to India after five years 
absence with consent ot the 
Court ami Board. (Sect. 04.) 

Restored civil servants to 
take precedence according to 
their seniority at the time of 
their departure from India, and 
may be appointed to boards, 

, courts and other official esta- 
1 blishments, though they do not 
take precedence according to 
: seniority of service. (Sect. 

! and 86.) 


. So much of 

the 50th Geo. 

:- HI. cap. 117, 

as directs accounts of 
increuse and diminution 
of salary to be laid be¬ 
fore parliament shall ex- j 
tend to the offices of the 
commissioners For the 
affairs of India. (Sect. 

! 3.) | 


(F 2) 


On the expiration of three 
years notice by Parliament, after 
10th April 1831, and payment of 
what is due from the public to 
the Company, the term and the 
exclusive trade to cease; and no¬ 
tice by the speaker to be deemed 
a due notice. (Sect. 3 and 5.) 

Account of superannuations 
to be laid before parliament 
within fifteen days after the next 
meeting thereof. (Sect. 94.) 

























































PASSAGE MONEY 


1773. 

1777. 1779. 

1781. 

1784. 

f j ' 

1786. 1788. 

1791. j 

13 Geo. III. 

17 Geo. III. 19 Geo III. 

i 

21 Geo. III. 

24, Geo. III. 

26 Geo. III. 28 Geo. III. 

31 Geo. III. 








PRIVATE TRADE 1 
AND TRADERS j 





































































1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


1797. 


1799. 




1807. 


1811. 


37 Geo. III. 39&40G.III. 47 Geo. III. 51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 

Cap 155. 

Passage Money to be allowed 
as follows: 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Governor- General.. 

Member of Council Bengal. 

Commander in Chief.... 

Chief Justice at Fort William ...... 

Puisne Judges ditto . 

Governor of Fort St. George. 

Member of Council ditto . 

Commander in Chief ditto ........ 

Chief Justice ditto. 

Puisne Judges . 

Governor of Bombay .. 

Member of Council ditto. 

Commander in Chief ditto. 

Recorder ditto. 

Governor of Prince of Wales’ Island 

Recorder ditto.•. 

Bishop of Calcutta . 

Archdeacons, each . 

(Sect. 89.) 


£ 

5,000 

1,200 

2,500 

L,500 

1,000 

3,000 

1,000 

2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

2.500 

1,000 

1.500 
1,000 
1,200 
1,000 
1,200 

500 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 


In case of cession from the Chinese govern- . 

merit of territory separate from the Continent 

of China, any of his Majesty’s subjects may-— 

export British or Irish manufactures in Company’s ships, 
under certain regulations to be approved by the Board ; the 
goods to be consigned to the Company’s Supra Cargoes, 
or persons licensed by the Directors. Ships in the 
southern whale fishery may sail into the Pacific Ocean 
by Cape Horn, under certain restrictions. Ships trading 
to the north west coast of America may dispose of the 
cargoes obtained there in the isles of Japan, the coasts of 
Korea and Canton, and may proceed from thence to the 
north west coast of America, under the regulations of the 
Directors, with the approbation of the Board; no extra 
power to be vested in the Supra Cargoes or other Com¬ 
pany’s servants beyond what they now possess over the ships 
in the Company’s service. Disposal of goods contrary to 
license, &c. to be deemed a misdemeanor, and subject to 
the penalty of illicit trading, &c. (Sect. 76 to 80.) 

Any of his Majesty’s subjects may export to India 
articles of the growtli or manufacture of his Majesty’s 
dominions (military stores excepted), and may import 
goods from India (except piece goods manufactured with 
silk or cotton). No person to export or import the above 
prohibited goods without a license from the Company, 
Should the Company not supply the market with the pro¬ 
hibited goods, the Board may permit individuals to make 
up the deficiency. Should the Company also not export 
a sufficient quantity of copper by 1st August in each 
year, (viz. 1,1)00 tons) any persons may export in the 
Company’s ships, making up the deficiency; applications 
for shipping such copper to he made to the Company’s 
Secretary between the 31st August and 14th October, the 
tonnage so granted not to be considered as part of the 
private-trade of the season; the Board may enlarge the 
quantity of tonnage for excepted articles, but not to per¬ 
mit the import or export of articles contrary to former 
acts. (Sect 81 to 86.) 

Goods imported in Private-Trade to be secured in the 
Company’s warehouses ami publicly sold, 8rc. and goods 
of private merchants to be registered previous to shipping, 
&c,; to be subject to the same rates as those of the 
Company. The Company was not liable to pay for em¬ 
bezzlement of goods, &c. Securities given by the ser¬ 
vants of the Company to extend to the property of 
individuals, &c. (Sect. 102 to 106.) 

Company to provide 3,000 tons of shipping for private- 
trade ; to be increased or diminished by 4he Board; Di¬ 
rectors may appeal therefrom to the King in Council. In 

time 



Ships in private trade to be 
above 350 tons. To clear out 
from some port in the united 
Kingdom. To be licensed by 
the Court, and not to sad with¬ 
out a manifest, or giving an 
attested list of persons and 
arms on board. (Sect, 10, 11, 
13, 15.) 






Note. By the 
4th Geo. IV., 
cap. 80. Limi¬ 
tation as to 
tonnage done 
away. 















































































<8L 


genera’ > 
of Dire. 


SALARIES, GRA-A 
TUITIKS. PEN 
SIONS, &c. ) 


or at the election 
unless possessed 
of £1,000 for twelve calendar 
months (unless such stock 
shall have been obtained by 
bequest or by marriage, &e.). 
A Proprietor possessed of 
£1,000 stock entitled to one 
vote; of £3,000 to two ; of 
£6,000 to three; and £ 10,000 
to four. Proprietors to take a 
certain oath before voting for 
Directors; which, if false, sub* 
jected them to certain penalties. 
(Sect. 3 to (5.) • 


The salary of the Gover- £ 

nor General. .25,000 

To each member of coun¬ 
cil in Bengal ...... 10,000 

Chief Justice of Su¬ 
preme Court at Cal¬ 
cutta .... 8,000 

To each of the Judges of 

the Court. 6,000 

These salaries to commence, 
when the party appointed is in 
England, at the period of em¬ 
barkation ; when in India, upon 
taking office. (Sect. 21 and 22,) 


Persons ap- .. 
pointed even- 1 

—*- tually to sue- 

eeed to the office of 
GovernorGeneral, Go¬ 
vernors, Members of 
Council, or Comman¬ 
ders in Chief, not to 
receive any salary till 
they enter upon those 
offices, and such par¬ 
ties being only pro¬ 
visionally appointed, 
not to receive the 
salaries attached to 
those offices. (Sect. 
36.) 


Cap. 70. 

Salaries not to be 
paid to native offi¬ 
cers until registered. 
(Sect. 15 ) 



1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. ] 

19 Geo. III. 

1781. 

21 Geo. III. 

i 

1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 

PT? f V A Tl? TT? A HR ^ 

Cap. G3. 



Cap. 65. | 
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PROPRIETORS. 

No Prop*-* or to vote in the 
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MIM$^ 




1793. 

1797. 

1799. 

1807. 

1811. 

33 Geo. III. 

37 Geo. III. 

I 

39 & 40 G.III. 

47 Geo. III. 

51 Geo. III. 

Cap. 52, 

Cap. 142. 

Cap. 79. 




time of peace, freight on private goods £5 per ton out, 
and ,£15 per ton home, an increase in case of war. Con¬ 
sent of the Board necessary to the increase of rate, &c. 
Persons intending to export goods to give notice to the 
Company’s Secretary, and persona intending to import 
to give notice to the Secretary of the presidency. Vacant 
tonnage may be occupied by the Company’s goods ; and if 
more tonnage required than is allotted, the quantity al¬ 
lotted to be divided equally among the parties applying 
for the same. (Sect. 87 to 910 Civil servants of the 
Company or licensed persons may act as consignees, &c. 
If the Directors do not license a sufficient number of per¬ 
sons for that purpose, the Board may do so; to be liable 
to the authority of the Company, and to reside within ten 
miles of a principal settlement. (Sect 95 to 98.) A charge 
of £3 per cent substituted (instead of a duty of £5 and a 
charge of £2 per cent, on goods from India, which are 
repealed); but not to affect imports from China, nor pre¬ 
sent or future engagements with the Commanders, &c. of 
the Company’s shipping. (Sect. 99, 100.) Directors, 
with the Board’s approval, to form rules for sales of raw 
silk, &c. (Sect- J01J 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


Cap. 155. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


Cap. 64. 


The whole salaries and expenses of the 
Board not to exceed £16,000 per annum ; to 
be paid by the Company. (Sect-5.) Salaries 
in India not to be increased, nor any gratuities 
to be paid there, by order of the Bourd, except 
proposed by the Directors. (Sect. 17 and 18.) 
Persons appointed eventually to succeed to 
the offices of governor general, governors, 
members of council, or commander in chief, 
not to receive any salary until they enter upon 
those offices; and persons taking upon them 
such offices provisionally, if they forego their 
stated offices, to receive salaries attached to 
the new offices. (Sect. 27 and 29.) 

Commanders in chief, when appointed 
members of council, not to receive any salary 
as members of council, except specially ap¬ 
pointed so to do, (Sect. 32.) Salaries to 
cease on resignation of office; if the presi¬ 
dency is left salary to cease, and if the par¬ 
ty does not return, salary to cease from 
the period of quitting the presidency. (Sect. 
37J. 

Three years residence in India qualifies for 
offices of £500, six years for £1,500, nine 
years for £3,000, and twelve years for £4,000 
per annum. (Sect. 57 and 58.) 

No new salaries beyond £200 a year to be 
granted without the consent of the Board. 
(Sect. 125.) 


Directors to 
cause to be 
paid £5,000 to 
the Recorders 
of Madras and 
Bombay; such 
salaries to com¬ 
mence, when 
parties in Eng- 
I land, on em¬ 
barkation, &c, 
when in India, 
upon their 
i taking office. 
Actingltecord- 
ers to be allowed 
a proportion of 
salary. (Sect. 
19, 20, 23.) 


The salary 
of the Chief 
Judge at Ma¬ 
dras to be 
£6,000, and 
that of the other 
Judges £5,000 
per annum; to 
commence 
when parties in 
England, &c. 
(Sect. 6and7.) 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 


No gratuity above £600 to 
be good unless sanctioned by 
the Proprietors and confirmed 
by the Board. (Sect. 88.) 

Salaries of bishop® and arch- 
; deacons to be paid out of terri¬ 
torial revenue. (Sect. 49.) 

Civil servants qualified for 
l salaries as follows, vi% t £. 
After four years, to.... 1,500 
Seven years...... 3,000 

Ten years .4,000 

(Sect. 82.) 

Salaries of all officers, &c. to 
commence on taking office. 
(Sect. 89.) 

Salaries and expenses of the 
Board of Commissioners not to 
exceed £26,000 per annum 
(Sect. 90.) 


Neither the 
Proprietors nor 1 
the Directors 
to charge the 
Company with 
any gratuity 
above £600, 
unless con¬ 
firmed by the 
Board. (Sect* 
U 
















































SECRET COM- \ 
MITTEE .| 


1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

Cap. 63. 



1779. 

19 Geo. III. 


1781. 

21 Geo. III. 


1784. 

24 Geo. IH. 


1786. 

26 Geo. Ill 


1788. 

28 Geo. III. 


1791. 

SI Geo. Ill 


SHIPS and SIIIP-1 
PING. f 


SUPERANNUA- l 
TIONS ./ 



TEA 



































































MINlSr^ 




1793 . 

1797. 

1799. 

1807. 

S3 Geo. IIL 

37 Geo, III. 

S9&40G.I1I. 

47 Geo. Ill, 

Cap. 52. 

Directors to appoint a Secret Committee, 
to consist of three of their number, who are 
to take a certain Oath; the Board may send 
orders requiring secrecy to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee, who are to forward them to India, 
provided they relate to war or peace; the 
dispatches of the Secret Committee to be 
prepared only by the Secretary of the Court 
of Directors or Examiner of Indian corres¬ 
pondence, except with the consent of the 
Board; an oath to be taken by the parties 
preparing the dispatches. Governments in 
India may send dispatches to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee, who are to deliver them to the Board, 
(Sect, 19 to 220 

Cap. 117. 







1811. 

1813. 

1815. 

1826. 

51 Geo. III. 

53 Geo. III. 

55 Geo. III. 

7 Geo. IV. 


’ 


Cap. 75. 


Cap. 155. 


Secret Committee not to 
disclose dispatches sent from 
the presidencies relative to 
I war, peace, or negociations, 
until authorised by the Board of 
Commissioners. (Sect. 730 
A new oath to be taken by 
the members of the Secret 
Committee. (Sect. 740 
Also a new oath of secrecy 
to be taken by persons em¬ 
ployed in preparing or trans¬ 
mitting secret dispatches. 
(Sect. 76.) 


of 

in 


Ships 
countries 
amity with his 
Majesty may 
import, and ex¬ 
port, from the 
British posses¬ 
sions in India 
goods, permit¬ 
ted by the 
Court of Di¬ 
rectors, with 
the consent of 
the Board. 
(Sect, I and 2.) 


The Court 
of Directors, 
in cases of un¬ 
foreseen exi¬ 
gency, may 
tuke up pri¬ 
vate ships for 
one voyage; 
reasons for so 
doing to be 
stated in the 
minutes of the 
court, and re¬ 
ported to the 
proprietors. 
(Sect. 6.) 


Navigation Act not to pre¬ 
vent the importation of goods 
the produce of any places with¬ 


in the charter, except tea, from any other 
1 places within the charter except China. 
(Sect. 7.) 

Ships in private trade not to go within 
! certain limits without licence from Di¬ 
rectors. (Sect. 11.) No ship under 350 
tons to dear out for or to be admitted to 
entry at any place within the limits of the 
Company’s charter. (Sect. 13.) No ship 
in private trade to dear out or enter 
without giving an attested list of persons 
and arms on board, and accounting for 
them ; also a manifest of the cargo, &c. 
(Sect. 14 and 15.) 

The Company authorized to use India 
built shipping till 1st August 1814; his 
Majesty in Council may authorize private 
traders for the like term, and ships so 
authorized not liable to forfeit. (Sect.30 
and 31.) South Sea whalers to bo 850 
tons burthen, to have a license from the 
board restricted to certain limits. (Sect, 
32.) Ships driven by stress of weather 
within certain bounds not liable to forfeit. 
(Sect. 41.) 


(O) 


His Majesty empowered to 
grant superannuations to the 
officers of the Board of Con¬ 
trol j previous service to be 
taken into account. (Sect. 91 
and 92.) 

The Court of Directors em¬ 
powered to front superannua¬ 
tions to Company’s servants 1 
in England. Account of su¬ 
perannuations to he laid before 
parliament within fifteen days 
after the next meeting thereof. 

(Sect. 93 and 94.) 


Exclusive trade in tea con¬ 
tinued to the Company for a 
further period of twenty years; 
may cease upon three years’ 
notice after the 10th April 
1831, and payment by the 
public of what is due to the 
Company. (Sect. 2 and 3.) 
None but the Company, or 
parties obtaining their license, 
to trade in tea, (Sect 8.) 


Note . By the 
4th Geo. IV. 
cap. 80, Lirnir 
tat ion as to 
Tonnage done 
away. 
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TERRITORIAL ) 
POSSESSIONS V 
and REVENUES ) 


TRADE. 


TRANSPORTA- 1 
TION .J 


VACANCIES 


! fected thereby. 
(Sect ] to 60 


I t 


1773. 

1777. 

1779. 

1781. 

1784. 

1786. 

1788. 

1791. 

13 Geo. III. 

17 Geo. III. 

19 Geo. III. 

21 Geo. III. 

24 Geo. III. 

26 Geo. III. 

28 Geo. III. 

31 Geo. III. 



Cap. 61. 

Cap. 65. 







Continued to 

Further con¬ 







the Company 
to the 5th 
April 1781; 
on expiration 
of that term, 
rights of the 
Crown and 

the Company 
not to be af- 

tinued to three 
years after 1st 
March 1791; 
the claims of 
the Crown and 
Company not 
affected there¬ 
by. (Sect, 80 
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1793. 

33 Geo. HI. 


1797. 1799. 

37 Geo. III. 39&40G.III. 


1807. 

47 Geo. III. 


1811. 

51 Geo. III. 


Cap. 52. 


Cap. 142. Cap. 79. 


... I 

Continued to 1st March 1814, including His Majes- The Direc- 
three years notice to be given by parliament, ty may direct tors, with con¬ 
it" the exclusive trade is to cease at that term, certain allow- sent of the 

(Sect. 1.) i ances to | Board, may 

Surplus revenues how to be applied; ac- Judges, &c. to appoint what 

counts of revenues, &c. to be laid annually be P&hl out of | part of the 

before parliament. (Sect. 107 and 126.) revenues on I territories and 

I returning from | revenues sub- 
India, after i ject to Tort 
certain resi- St. George and 
dence there; Bombay shall 
and Directors be subject to 
to order salary Fort William, 
to the Judges j Fort St. George 
at Madras to or Bombay, 
be paid from and may alter 
revenues. j such appoint- 
(Ject 2 and3.) ments. (Sect. 

1 .) 


(G 2) 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


Cap. 155. 

Former territorial acquisi¬ 
tions in India with late acqui¬ 
sitions on the continent of Asia, 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


or any island north of the equator, continued in the govern¬ 
ment of the Company for a further term of twenty years. 

The territorial revenues to bo applied : 

1st. In maintaining forces; 

2d. In paying interest of Indian debt; 

3d. Expenses of establishments ; 

4th. Liquidation of territorial debt; 
or as Directors with consent of Board direct. (Sect. 55.) 

A sum equal to payments from commercial funds 
at home, on account of territorial charges in each 
year, after deducting amount of payments abroad for 
commercial establishments, to be annually appropriated 
to investment or remittance, at the option of Directors. 
Excess in one year to be taken into account in the next. 
(Sect. 56.) 

Duties on Company’s goods and duties on private- 
trade goods to be considered as territorial revenue, 
and subject to the controul of the Board. (Sect. 67.) 

Board to have control over any part of the territorial 
revenue (except sums issued to make good home 
payments on account of territorial charges) or of loans in 
India, to commercial purposes. (Sect. 68.) 


1826. 

7 Geo. IV. 


After 10th April 1814 any 
of his Majesty’s subjects mny 
trade to and from the United 
Kingdom to ports and places 
within the Company’s limits 
(except China) in ships under 
certain regulations. (Sect. 6.) 

The Company alone allowed 
to trade in tea and export mili¬ 
tary stores, &c. (Sect. 8and 9.) 

Offences punishable with 
transportation, viz. 

1. Forgery of deeds, wills, 
&c. (Sect. 115.) 

2. Counterfeiting current 
coin. (Sect. 116.) 

3. For life, uttering counter¬ 
feit coin. (Sect. 117-) 

Certificate of former convic¬ 
tion in the courts sufficient 
proof of such conviction. (Sect. 
118.) Local Governments to 
carry sentence into execution, 
but natives not to be trans¬ 
ported beyond certain distance. 
(Sect. 121.) 

Vacancies of governors and 
commanders in chief to be 
filled by the Court, subject 
to hie Majesty’s approbation ; 
this not to affect the right of 
Directors to<recall. (Sect. 81.) 

Vacancies in 'India, with the 
exceptions of 

Members of Council; 

General officer on the staff; 

Advocate and Attorney Ge¬ 
neral ; 

Attorneys, Chaplains; 

Offices or employments usually 
filled by un cove nan ted servants; 

Writers, Cadets; 

Assistant surgeons ; 
not to be supplied without the 
approbation of the Board. 
(Sect. 81.) 





























































1773. 

13 Geo. III. 

1777. 

17 Geo. III. 

1779. 

19 Geo. III. 

1781. 

21 Geo. III. 

1784. 

24 Geo. III. 

• 

1786. 

26 Geo. III. 

1788. 

28 Geo. III. 

1791. 

31 Geo. III. 
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1793. 

33 Geo. III. 


1797. 

1799. 

1807. 

1811. 

37 Geo. III. 

S9&40G.III. 

47 Geo. III. 

51 Geo. III. 


1813. 

53 Geo. III. 


1815. 

55 Geo. III. 


1828. 

7 Geo. IV. 


Cap. 52. 

Governments of Fort St. George or Bom¬ 
bay not to declare war (except in cases of 

emergency) but by the express orders of the -- 

Governor General in Council, the Court of Directors, 
or Secret Committee by the authority of the Board, 
Treaties, &c. (if possible) to be subject to the ratification 
of the Governor General in Council j the subordinate Go¬ 
vernments to yield obedience to the orders of the Gover¬ 
nor General in Council on the subjects of war. (Sect. 
43.) 

The Board may send orders to the Secret Committee 
of the Court of Directors concerning war, peace, &c., 
with the native powers of India, such orders to be for¬ 
warded to India; the Governments in India rtfay also 
send dispatches to the Secret Committee on the subject 
of war, &c. War not to be declared by the Governor 
General in Council at Fort William without the command 
of the Directors, &c, except preparations of hostilities 
shall have been made, &c. Communication of commence¬ 
ment of hostilities, &c, to be made to the Directors, 
&c. (Sect. 42«) 


No more writers to be sent out than neces¬ 
sary to supply the establishment. (Sect. 59.) 


No person to be appointed a 
writer unless he shall have kept 
four terms at the college, and 
shall produce a certificate of 
conformity to the rules. (Sect. 
46.) 


Not, 3 . By the 
7th Geo. IV. 
cap. 56. persons 
may be sent to 
India as Wri¬ 
ters on produ¬ 
cing testimoni¬ 
als, and passing 
certain exami¬ 
nations. 
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